“Martin Luther King, Jr.”/ Kelly Latimore

Grace Episcopal Church
Second Sunday after Epiphany
January 17, 2021 | 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Curate| Stephen Crippen
Music | Martin Cockroft
Tribe | Maple

Used with permission

Perceptions of Beauty
I was born white
but saw black skin as shimmering
I was born white
but listened to Aretha and Motown
I was born white
but moved to Soul Train and NOT the Bandstand crowd.
What makes my whiteness so foreign?
Maybe the answer is privilege.
Privilege isolates and alienates.
Have you ever felt barricaded inside your history?
James Baldwin had an answer.
He said rather than see black as “a most disagreeable mirror”
of white privilege…
Look for the beauty in the “other.”
Sir Newton studied color.
He found all colors are one thing.
Move towards…and not away –
You then see the beauty of the “other.”
The existence of one color
reflects the properties of the other color
…when one moves towards the other.
If they don’t move –
they remain different - and - divided.
~ Barbara Hume

Announcements
A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated.

Gathering Song | There Is a Balm in Gilead
In honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day, we will be singing some of King's favorite hymns, as well as the Civil Rights anthem
"This Little Light of Mine".
African American Spiritual: offered by Tom Ringo
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
Call to Worship
After the gathering song, the Officiant invites us to stand.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Come to the waters,
all who thirst.
Come and listen to the voice of God,
rending the heavens,
speaking God’s promise:
“You are my beloved,
in whom I delight.”

We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | Precious Lord, Take My Hand
Words: Thomas Dorsey; Music: George Allen. Offered by Maggie Finley

The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Illumine us, O God, with the light of your Son’s presence. Send us forth from here, shining
with your light, to serve you in fellowship with our neighbor, for the health and well-being of
all people. Amen.
Officiant
People
Officiant
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WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was
rare in those days; visions were not widespread.
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was
lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying
down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called,
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down.
The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am,
for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel
did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.
The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said,
“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy.
Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak,
Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel
said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am
about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it
tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house,
from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever,
for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not
restrain them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall
not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord.
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my
son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from
me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he
told you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is
the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.”
(reading continues on the next page)
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As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground.
And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of
the Lord.
After the reading, the reader will say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We stand and say the Psalm.

Psalm | 139:1-5, 12-17
LORD, you have searched me out and known me;
you know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
You trace my journeys and my resting-places
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,
but you, O LORD, know it altogether.
You press upon me behind and before
and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
For you yourself created my inmost parts;
you knit me together in my mother's womb.
I will thank you because I am marvelously made;
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
My body was not hidden from you,
while I was being made in secret
and woven in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;
all of them were written in your book;
they were fashioned day by day,
when as yet there was none of them.
(reading continues on the next page)
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How deep I find your thoughts, O God!
how great is the sum of them!
If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.
We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | 1 Corinthians 6:12-20
“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for
me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the
stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not
for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and
will also raise us by his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of
Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a
prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one
body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” But anyone united to the
Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is
outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or do you not know
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and
that you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in
your body.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | Amazing Grace
By John Newton; offered by Dusty Collings and Marcus Lang

The Officiant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | John 1:43-51
Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him,
“We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son
of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward
him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked
him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before
Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of
Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig
tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you
will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of
Man.”
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After the Gospel the Officiant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
After Wren Blessing speaks, Kim Cockroft and Florrie Munat will share reflections emerging from their work with Grace’s
Sacred Ground dialogue circles.

Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor,
he was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present,
and his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
life-giving breath of the Church.
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen
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The Prayers of the People
From Psalm 80:3; Music: Diane McGrew

Leader

“For God alone my soul in silence waits.”
We pray for all who follow Christ, and for all people. Give us grace to work
together for the life and health of the world.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

People
Leader

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
“God counts the number of the stars and calls them all by their names.”
We pray for the nations and all in authority. Give them courage, so that justice
and peace will rise like the dawn.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
People

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Leader

“God provides food for flocks and herds, and for the young ravens when they
cry.”
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We pray for the earth, and for all living things. Give us wisdom to restore the
land, the rivers and the seas.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.
Leader
People

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Leader

“God alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall not be
shaken.”
We pray for this congregation, and the communities in which we live. We pray
especially for our ministry partners, St. Luke’s Edible Hope, Kitsap Rescue
Mission, and the Salvation Army in Bremerton. Give us the spirit of
understanding, and lead us into deeper fellowship with one another.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
People

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Leader

“God heals the brokenhearted, and binds up their wounds.”
We pray for all who are sick and suffering, for all who are lonely, and for all who
are in any kind of trouble. Give them the comfort and strength of your healing
embrace. We pray especially for those on the parish prayer list.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
People

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Leader

“Put your trust in God always, O people. Pour out your hearts before God, for
God is our refuge.”
We pray in thanksgiving for those who have died, and for those who mourn. Give
us your consolation, and unite us with the whole communion of saints.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
People

God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Officiant

Offertory
While we cannot gather in person, we make our weekly offerings online here: https://www.gracehere.org/give/.
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The Blessing
The Officiant offers a blessing.

The blessing of God,
Father, Son, and Spirit;
Sea, River, and Rain;
Lover, Beloved, and Love;
be among you now and remain with you always.
Amen.

Closing Song | Let It Shine
African American Spiritual

(song continues on the next page)
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2. Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine
everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine
everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine
let it shine let it shine let it shine
3. Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine
Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine
Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Using the Zoom chat window, please share a milestone that we can recognize together.
We will sing, “God Grant Them Many Years.”

The Peace
We conclude with the sharing of God’s peace.
Officiant
Now the peace of the Lord be always with you.
All
And also with you.
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Martin Luther King Jr.
A man went forth with gifts.
He was a prose poem.
He was a tragic grace.
He was a warm music.
He tried to heal the vivid volcanoes.
His ashes are
reading the world.
His Dream still wishes to anoint
the barricades of faith and of control.
His word still burns the center of the sun,
above the thousands and the
hundred thousands.
The word was Justice. It was spoken.
So it shall be spoken.
So it shall be done.
~ Gwendolyn Brooks
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News from Grace Church, Bainbridge Island
January 17, 2021

Story and Song |Sundays from 9 – 9:30 am on Zoom
Click on the link to Grace’s online worship (gracehere.org/join-us-for-online-worship-at-grace/) for the
Zoom link. If you have questions please email Kim (kim@gracehere.org).

Newcomers
Are you new or visiting? Please email one of our clergy, Stephen Crippen
(stephen@gracehere.org) or Wren Blessing (wren@gracehere.org), to get more connected.

Upcoming Events & Programs
January 17 | Poetry as Prayer Practice | Directly after the 9:30 service
Every 1st and 3rd Sunday the group will gather in a separate Zoom session after the 9:30 service.
Contact Jon Quitslund: jonquitslund@att.net
Zoom Meeting Link: https://zoom.us/j/96243490290?pwd=eGJua2YyNm1vT1k2QlpZeVFlUnFmQT09
Meeting ID: 962 4349 0290; Passcode: 395554

January 18 | Men’s Group Gathering | 7:30 – 8:30 pm
Every two weeks, the group gathers in a Zoom meeting. Please email Eric Matthews at
eric@ericematthews.com for more information.

January 20 | Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study |10:30 am
Please find links to the Zoom login and worship bulletin on our website: gracehere.org/join-us-foronlineworship-at-grace/

January 20 | Inauguration Day Labyrinth Walk |4:00 – 6:00 pm
We will be walking the labyrinth and trails in an "open house" fashion. Please sign and submit a
screening form when you arrive or preferably ahead of time; find the form in this week’s enews
online. Please contact Kathie McCarthy with any questions: healingworks@kathiemccarthy.com

January 21, January 28, February 4 | Movies That Matter - Documentaries;
Youth Group; 9-12 grade |5:00 – 6:15 pm
Held on Zoom. For details contact Faith Dougherty at youthgroup@gracehere.org

February 28 | Grace Annual Meeting |10:30 – 11:45 am
Immediately following the 9:30 am service; use the same Zoom link, found at gracehere.org/join-usfor-onlineworship-at-grace/
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