The Grace Episcopal Church
The Great Weeks of Easter
April 8, 2018 | 8 and 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music Associate | Darden Burns
Tribe | Cedar
A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts.

Gathering Song | The Lord is My Light
By Lilian Bouknight

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
A Call to Worship
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand and says
Celebrant
People

O God, Giver of Life, Bearer of Pain, Maker of Love,
You accept in us what we find difficult to acknowledge;
You hold in your memory what we have tried to forget;
You show us the glory we dream of and imagine.

Celebrant

Reconcile us to all we have rejected in ourselves, that we may live lives of
resurrection, wholeness and hope.
Through Jesus Christ, our lover and our friend. Amen.

People
Celebrant

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant
All
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!
Then let us sing and celebrate the resurrection of all Creation.
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We remain standing and sing together

Opening Hymn | Come Down Oh Love Divine

The Collect
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
Holy One, your breath is our life. Breathe your peace upon us. Send us your spirit. Meet us
in our doubt. Amen.
Celebrant
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WE TELL THE STORY
We sit for the reading.

The First Reading
Acts 4:32-35
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great
power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was
upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was
distributed to each as any had need.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 133
We stand and say the Psalm responsively.

How good it is, how wonderful, wherever people live as one!
It is like sacred oil on the head flowing down Aaron’s beard,
down to the collar of his robe.
It is like the dew of Hermon running down the mountains of Zion.
There God gives blessing: life for ever.
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We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading
1 John 1:1-2:2
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life-- this life
was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with
the Father and was revealed to us-- we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. This is the message we have
heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we
say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is
true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a
liar, and his word is not in us. My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he
is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.
After the reading, the Reader will say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Hymn | O Holy Spirit, Root of Life
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel
John 20:19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained.” But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I
will not believe.” A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe.” Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
We STAND and say together these ancient and new words.

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of male and female.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor.
He was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present.
And his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire,
Life-Giving breath of the Church,
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
Source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
We remain standing as we pray

Gathering
Leader

“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you’.”
We celebrate Jesus’ resurrection and the chance for transformation in our lives.
We gather silently in prayer with deepened breath and intention.

Prayer Requests
Leader

“We have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
We offer prayers for those on our prayer list and those whom we carry in our
hearts.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Risen Christ, you are present.
Hear our prayer

Our Community, Nation and the World
Leader

“How good it is, how wonderful, wherever people live as one!”
Strengthen those who lead and those who follow. Guide us all to work for
justice, cultivate harmony and peace with one another and with the
environment.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Risen Christ, you are present.
Hear our prayer

Children
Leader

“God is light and in him there is no darkness at all.”
We pray for every child. Bring all children into their fullest being. Our world
needs their gifts.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Risen Christ, you are present.
Hear our prayer
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Gratitude for Our Continuing Journey
Leader

“If we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another.”
We give thanks for the gifts of Grace. Knit us together by your spirit and fill us
with patience and love.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Risen Christ, you are present.
Hear our prayer

Closing
Leader

“Jesus said, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’”
In the season of rebirth and new life, may we hold each other tenderly.

The Peace
We conclude these personal and community prayers with this act of community – the sharing of God’s Peace.
Leader

All

Having renewed our hope in resurrection, and given our hearts and minds to
prayers for the world and our community, we turn to each other with
outstretched arms, saying
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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As we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we gather again with this song

A Song to Offer | Christ Be Our Light
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled
against you, and wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would
not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this
day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting
our voices to you as we sing:

Ann Strickland
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God. Living
among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon
the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said:
“Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified
and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body
and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new
creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time
bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast
at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for
all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or
creed. Please assist the chalice bearers by tipping the cup from the base.
Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy.
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Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup.

Instrumental Music During Communion
by Darden Burns.

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one
another. The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell.
For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God.
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Song After Communion | Christ Be With Me
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
After the silence, we stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us the strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant offers the blessing of Easter.

May God who has redeemed us and made us sons and daughters through the resurrection of
Jesus, bestow on you the deep riches of his blessing. Amen.
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from loss into newness of life,
make you holy and sacred and united to Christ for ever. Amen.
May God who has brought us out of bondage into true and everlasting freedom, bring you to
your future home of Grace. Amen.
May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus born of our sister Mary, and
of the Holy Spirit who broods over creation as a mother over her children, be upon us and
remain with us always. Amen.
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Closing Hymn | Let Your Little Light Shine
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Birthday and Anniversaries
Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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In the beginning
the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us.
What mother would withhold a kiss?
What lover would prefer a thought
to a lover’s body, flesh to flesh?
Yet frightened by our hunger for it –
for the body is the body of God –
a fussy child, we pushed it away,
punished flesh as if it were to blame
(How dare God come to us
so alluring, arousing and fragile?)
crucified it – humanity cutting itself –
and flung the flesh of the Word
back into the darkness.
And in the dark and chaos, again
the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us.

God, who still can’t resist the carnal embrace,
comes to us embodied,
resurrected in the flesh –
Thomas made sure – wounded, but holy,
and so the body restored, all flesh redeemed:
not angelic light-bodies,
but this good thing, chosen,
the ordinary body, the real,
too old, too fat, bad hair,
the body that knows how to give,
how to weep, how to tremble,
yes, the body hungry enough
to grasp what the mind cannot,
yes, yes, the very body
sitting there
reading this.
~ Pastor Steve Garnaas-Holmes
Unfolding Light
www.unfoldinglight.net

Thank you to today’s tribe: Cedar
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