Grace Episcopal Church
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 22, 2018 | 8 and 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music & Arts | Ann Strickland
Tribe | Blackberry
A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts.

Gathering Song | Blue Green Hills of Earth
By Kim Oler

Birds recently spotted around Grace: junko,
robin, song sparrow, white crowned
sparrow, crow, heron, Audubon warbler.

Praise Them
The birds don’t alter space.
They reveal it. The sky
never fills with any
leftover flying. They leave
nothing to trace. It is our own
astonishment collects
in chill air. Be glad.
They equal their due
moment never begging,
and enter ours
without parting day. See
how three birds in a winter tree
make the tree barer.
Two fly away, and new rooms
open in December.

Give up what you guessed
about a whirring heart, the little
beaks and claws, their constant hunger
We’re the nervous ones.
If even one of our violent number
could be gentle
long enough that one of them
found it safe inside
our finally untroubled and untroubling
gaze,
who wouldn’t hear
what singing completes us?
— from Book of My Nights, by Li-Young Lee
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
A Call to Worship
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand and says
Celebrant

God, you are clothed with honor and majesty,
wrapped in light as with a garment.
You stretch out the heavens like a tent,
you ride on the wings of the wind.

People

Let the whole earth cry glory!

Celebrant

You make springs gush forth in the valleys;
They flow between the hills.
By the streams the birds of the
air have their habitation;
they sing among the branches.

People

Let the whole earth cry glory!

Celebrant

O LORD, how manifold are your works!
The earth is full of your creatures.

People

Let the whole earth cry glory! Alleluia!
Adapted from Psalm 104
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We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Hymn | She’s Got the Whole World

Her

The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God our Creator, when you fashioned the world, the morning stars sang together and the
host of heaven shouted for joy. Grant that we may know you in Christ as the good shepherd,
who calls us each by name. Help us to follow where you lead. Through us, renew your good
creation. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
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WE TELL THE STORY
We sit for the reading.

The First Reading | Acts 4:5-12
The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their
midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the
Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a
good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known
to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is
‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ There is salvation in
no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We stand and say the Psalm in unison.

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
He revives my soul
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You spread a table before me in the presence of those
who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days
of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
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We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | 1 John 3:16-24
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us — and we ought to lay down our lives for one
another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in
need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.
And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever
our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our
hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask,
because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we
should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.
After the reading, the Reader will say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Song | The King of Love My Shepherd is
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | John 10:11-18
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep
and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a
hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me,
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other
sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there
will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in
order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to
lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
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We STAND and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor.
He was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present.
And his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
The Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
Life-giving breath of the Church,
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
Source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.
We gather silently in prayer.

The Prayers of the People
Our intercessor leads us in prayer today as we turn toward the six directions. After each prayer intention, we pause to
offer our own prayers, quietly or in our hearts.

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
All

We turn to one another saying, the peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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After the Peace, we gather again with this song

Offertory | Abide With Me
Please be seated as we sing the offering song.
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Table, the Celebrant continues

O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. It is right for us to praise you.
Over the eons your merciful might evolved our home, a fragile tree of life.
Here by your wisdom are both life and death, growth and decay,
the nest and the hunt, sunshine and storm.
Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of dust join in the ancient song:
The earth is full of your glory: the earth is full of your glory.
O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our Lord and healer.
In Christ you bring life from death; we remember his cross, we glory in his resurrection.
Broken like bread, he enlivens our body.
Poured out like wine, he fills the earth with goodness.
Receiving this mystery, we mortals sing our song:
The earth is full of your glory: the earth is full of your glory.
We praise you for the heart of Jesus so filled with your love for this earth:
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Music: From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937).
Copyright © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.
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On the night before he died our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new Covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song:
The earth is full of your glory: the earth is full of your glory.
O God triune, you create the world, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead.
Send forth your Spirit upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be the sacrament of
the body of Christ and his blood of the new Covenant.
Send forth your spirit and renew the face of the earth.
Strengthen us with this meal.
Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for your creation.
Empowered by your promises, we praise you again:
The earth is full of your glory: the earth is full of your glory.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit.
Alleluia and Amen. Alleluia and Amen.
—An Earth Eucharistic Prayer, Gail Ramshaw, From PRAY, PRAISE and GIVE THANKS
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Now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of communion.
Celebrant
People

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God.

Please know that at Grace Church the bread and wine is for all who seek it. This sacrament is God’s free
gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer
that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.
Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup.

Music During Communion | Now is the Cool of the Day
by Jean Ritchie. Offered by Barbara Hume.
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Music During Communion | All Creatures of our God and King

Following communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.
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Song After Communion | For the Beauty of the Earth
Song After Communion | For the Beauty of the Earth
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
After the silence, we stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant offers the blessing.

May you go out in joy and be led back in peace;
may the mountains and hills burst into song before you.
And all the trees of the field clap their hands.
And may the blessing of God Almighty be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
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Closing Hymn | Joyful, Joyful

Birthday and Anniversaries
Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Instructions for living a life:
Pay attention.
Be astonished.
Tell about it. – Mary Oliver
Today, the children of Grace are reading proverbs, paying attention to, and
being astonished by colonies of Thatcher ants that make their homes on Grace’s
trails. After worship, we invite you to observe the busy, beautiful ant colonies
with one or two of Grace’s children.
“Go to the ant, you lazybones;
Consider its ways, and be wise.
Without having any chief or office or ruler,
it prepares its food in summer,
and gathers its sustenance in harvest.
How long will you lie there, O lazybones?
When will you rise from your sleep?” (Proverbs 6:6-9, Trans. by Ellen F. Davis)

Thank you to today’s tribe: Blackberry.

Our greatest achievement is not being able
to say “we saved this place” but being able
to say, instead, “you belong here.”
—Peter Forbes
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Words in Celebration of Earth Day
This World
by Mary Oliver

I would like to write a poem about the world that has in it
nothing fancy.
But it seems impossible.
Whatever the subject, the morning sun
glimmers it.
The tulip feels the heat and flaps its petals open and becomes a star.
The ants bore into the peony bud and there is a dark
pinprick well of sweetness.
As for the stones on the beach, forget it.
Each one could be set in gold.
So I tried with my eyes shut, but of course the birds
were singing.
And the aspen trees were shaking the sweetest music
out of their leaves.
And that was followed by, guess what, a momentous and
beautiful silence
as comes to all of us, in little earfuls, if we’re not too
hurried to hear it.
As for spiders, how the dew hangs in their webs
even if they say nothing, or seem to say nothing.
So fancy is the world, who knows, maybe they sing.
So fancy is the world, who knows, maybe the stars sing too,
and the ants, and the peonies, and the warm stones,
so happy to be where they are, on the beach, instead of being
locked up in gold.
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"Let ours be a time remembered
for the awakening of a new reverence for life,
the firm resolve to achieve sustainability,
the quickening resolve for the struggle for justice and
peace, and the joyful celebration of life."
— The Earth Charter

"Everything is interwoven, and the web is holy; none of its parts are
unconnected. They are composed harmoniously, and together - they compose
the world." — Marcus Aurelius

Almighty God, Creator
The morning is Yours, rising into fullness.
The summer is Yours, dipping into Autumn.
Eternity is Yours, dipping into time.
The vibrant grasses, the scent of flowers, the lichen on the
rocks, the tang of seaweed. All are Yours.
Gladly we live in this garden of Your creating.
—Celtic Prayer

Saving our planet, lifting people out of poverty, advancing economic
growth…these are one and the same fight.
We must connect the dots between climate change, water scarcity, energy
shortages, global health, food security and women’s empowerment.
Solutions to one problem must be solutions for all.
— Ban Ki-moon; former Secretary General of the United Nations
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