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Let God and the world know you are grateful.  
                                                                                                             –Mary Oliver 
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  Thanks 
 

Listen 
with the night falling we are saying thank you 
we are stopping on the bridges to bow from the railings 
we are running out of the glass rooms 
with our mouths full of food to look at the sky 
and say thank you 
we are standing by the water thanking it 
standing by the windows looking out 
in our directions 
 

back from a series of hospitals back from a mugging 
after funerals we are saying thank you 
after the news of the dead 
whether or not we knew them we are saying thank you 
 

over telephones we are saying thank you 
in doorways and in the backs of cars and in elevators 
remembering wars and the police at the door 
and the beatings on stairs we are saying thank you 
in the banks we are saying thank you 
in the faces of the officials and the rich 
and of all who will never change 
we go on saying thank you thank you 
 
with the animals dying around us 
taking our feelings we are saying thank you 
with the forests falling faster than the minutes 
of our lives we are saying thank you 
with the words going out like cells of a brain 
with the cities growing over us 
we are saying thank you faster and faster 
with nobody listening we are saying thank you 
thank you we are saying and waving 
dark though it is  

 

 
Copyright © 2005 by W.S. Merwin."Thanks" from Migration: New and Selected Poems. (Copper Canyon Press) 
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A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. 
 

 

Gathering Song | Come and Fill Our Hearts 
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Text: Charles Wesley (1747). Tune: Hyfrydol Rowland H Richard (1830) 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

A Call to Worship 
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand and says 
 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People  The Lord is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
 

We remain standing and sing together. 

Opening Song | Love Divine All Loves Excelling 
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The Collect 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Draw near to us, O God of surprises. You have called us friends. Abide in us. Knit us 

together so that our lives sound with the rivers as they clap their hands, and with the hills, 

ringing out in joy. Amen. 

  

WE TELL THE STORY 
We are seated for the reading. 

 

The First Reading | Acts 10:44-48 
 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised 

believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out 

even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 

"Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we 

have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for 

several days. 
 
After the reading, the reader will say 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand and say the Psalm responsively. 

Psalm | 98 
 

Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, 

whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

O Lord, you have made known your victory, 

you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;  

lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 

Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,  

who comes to judge the earth. 

The Lord will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity. 

 
We are seated for the second reading. 

The Second Reading | 1 John 5:1-6 
 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 

parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey 

his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his 

commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the 

victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes 

that Jesus is the Son of God? This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the 

water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the 

truth. 
 
After the reading, the reader will say 

  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand together and sing 

Gospel Song | O Sing to the Lord (Cantai ao Senhor) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel | John 15:9-17 
 

Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 

complete. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater 

love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command 

you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; 

but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will 

last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands 

so that you may love one another.” 

 
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

The Homily 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 Life-giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen. 
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We gather silently in prayer. 

The Prayers of the People 
 

Opening 
Leader    “Jesus said, ‘As Abba has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. I have 

said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 

complete.’”  

We celebrate Jesus’ resurrection and the chance for transformation in our lives. 
 

We gather silently in prayer with deepened breath and intention. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader    “Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.” 

We offer prayers for those on our prayer list and those whom we carry in our 

hearts. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Risen Christ, you are present. 

All  Hear our prayer 

 

Our Community, Nation, and the World 
Leader    “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” 

Strengthen those who lead and those who follow. Guide us all to work for 

justice, cultivate harmony, seek peace with one another, and preserve the 

environment.  
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Risen Christ, you are present. 

All  Hear our prayer 

 

Children 
Leader    “We know that we love the children of God, when we love God.”  

We pray for every child, and for all who need protection. Bring them into their 

fullest being and transform our world through their gifts. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Risen Christ, you are present. 

All  Hear our prayer. 
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Gratitude For Our Continuing Journey 
Leader  “Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.”   

We give thanks for gifts of your grace. Knit us together by your spirit and fill us 

with patience and love. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Risen Christ, you are present. 

All  Hear our prayer 

 

Closing 
Leader    “Jesus said, ‘I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 

made known to you everything that I have heard from God. You did not choose 

me but I chose you.’”  

In the season of rebirth and new life, guide us to hold each other tenderly. 
 

The Peace 
We conclude these prayers with the sharing  of God’s peace. 
 

Celebrant Having renewed our hope in the resurrection, we turn to one another with 

outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
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After the Peace, we gather with this song 

Offertory Song | Earth and All Stars 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 
 

The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

People  We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

Then, facing the Table, the Celebrant continues  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You 

made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and 

wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. 

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with 

Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you 

as we sing:  
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.  
 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick 

and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love.  
 

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 

glorified by you.  
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.”  

 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice.  
 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe 

your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for 

the world you have made.  
 

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people 

and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.  
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

 

 

 



Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                              Page 14                                                                    May 6, 2018 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

All 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of communion.   
 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

 
Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s 
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a 

wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy. 
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Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup. 

Music During Communion | You’ve Got a Friend 

Words and music by Carole King. 
 

When you're down and troubled and you need a helping hand 

And nothing, oh nothing is going right 

Close your eyes and think of me and soon I will be there 

To brighten up even your darkest night 
 

Chorus 

You just call out my name, and you know wherever I am 

I’ll come running, to see you again 

Winter, spring, summer, or fall 

All you got to do is call and I'll be there, yeah, yeah, yeah 

You've got a friend 
 

If the sky above you should turn dark and full of clouds 

And that old north wind should begin to blow 

Keep your head together and call my name out loud  

Soon I'll be knocking upon your door 
 

Chorus 
 

Hey, ain't it good to know that you've got a friend? 

People can be so cold 

They'll hurt you and desert you 

Well, they'll take your soul if you let them 

Oh yeah, but don't you let them 
 

You just call out my name, and you know where ever I am 

I'll come running to see you again 

Oh baby, don't you know about 

Winter, spring, summer, or fall 
 

Hey now, all you have to do is call, Lord, I'll be there, yeah, yeah 

You've got a friend. You've got a friend,  

Ain't it good to know you've got a friend,  

Ain't it good to know you've got a friend 

Oh, yeah, yeah, you’ve got a friend 
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Following communion we share silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 

 
 

We remain seated and sing together. 

Song After Communion | From All That Dwell Below the Skies 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion 
We stand and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
The Celebrant offers the blessing of Easter. 
 

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. The grace of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be yours now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

  



Sixth Sunday of Easter                                                              Page 18                                                                    May 6, 2018 

 

Closing Song | All You Need is Love 
By Lennon & McCartney 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Birthday and Anniversaries  
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal  
Celebrant   Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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won't you celebrate with me  
 

won't you celebrate with me 
what i have shaped into 
a kind of life? i had no model. 
born in babylon 
both nonwhite and woman 
what did i see to be except myself? 
i made it up 
here on this bridge between 
starshine and clay, 
my one hand holding tight 
my other hand; come celebrate 
with me that everyday 
something has tried to kill me 
and has failed. 
 

— Lucille Clifton, “won't you celebrate with me” from Book of Light. © 1993. Copper Canyon Press.  
 

The Gift  
Be still, my soul, and steadfast. 
Earth and heaven both are still watching 
though time is draining from the clock 
and your walk, that was confident and quick, 
has become slow. 
So, be slow if you must, but let 
the heart still play its true part. 
Love still as once you loved, deeply 
and without patience. Let God and the world 
know you are grateful. That the gift has been given. 
 

By Mary Oliver 
 

Thank you to today’s tribe:  Rhododendron. 
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