Grace Episcopal Church
The Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 13, 2018 | 8 and 9:30am
Ministers | All of Us
Rector | Wren Blessing
Music & Arts | Ann Strickland
Tribe | Snowberry
A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts.

Gathering Song | Guide My Feet While I Run This Race

mustard
On the Parable of the Mustard Seed
Who ever saw the mustard-plant,
wayside weed or tended crop,
grow tall as a shrub, let alone a tree, a treeful
of shade and nests and songs?
Acres of yellow,
not a bird of the air in sight.
No, He who knew
the west wind brings
the rain, the south wind
thunder, who walked the field-paths
running His hand along wheatstems to glean
those intimate milky kernels, good
to break on the tongue,
was talking of miracle, the seed
within us, so small
we take it for worthless, a mustard-seed, dust,
nothing.
Glib generations mistake
the metaphor, not looking at fields and trees,
not noticing paradox. Mountains
remain unmoved.
Faith is rare, He must have been saying,
prodigious, unique—
one infinitesimal grain divided
like loaves and fishes,
as if from a mustard-seed
a great shade-tree grew. That rare,
that strange: the kingdom
a tree. The soul
a bird. A great concourse of birds
at home there, wings among yellow flowers.
The waiting
kingdom of faith, the seed
waiting to be sown.
Seventh Sunday of Easter

by Denise Levertov
Page 2

May 13, 2018

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
A Call to Worship
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand and says
Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

We remain standing and sing together.

Opening Song | Like a Mother Who Has Borne Us
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The Collect
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
God, who brings life to the world, in you we are one. We wait for you. Still our hearts.
Strengthen us by your Spirit to know and serve you in the stranger at our door. Amen.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

WE TELL THE STORY
We are seated for the reading.

The First Reading | Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred
twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David
foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus-- for he was numbered
among us and was allotted his share in this ministry. So one of the men who have accompanied us during
all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the
day when he was taken up from us-- one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection." So
they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they
prayed and said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to
take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place."
And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.
After the reading, the reader will say
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand and say the Psalm responsively.

Psalm | 1
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
Their delight is in the law of the LORD,
and they meditate on his law day and night.
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,
with leaves that do not wither;
everything they do shall prosper.
It is not so with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked is doomed.
We are seated for the second reading.

The Second Reading | 1 John 5:9-13
If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of God that he
has testified to his Son. Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those
who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given
concerning his Son. And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. I write these
things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal
life.
After the reading, the reader will say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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We stand together and sing

Gospel Song | Come My Way, My Truth, My Life

The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you Lord Christ.

The Gospel | John 17:6-19
Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that
everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and
they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent
me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom
you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in
them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.
While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not
one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But
now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made
complete in themselves.
(Continued on next page)
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“I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world,
just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to
protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them
into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY
The Homily
Affirmation of Faith
We stand and say

We believe in God above us,
maker and sustainer of all life,
of sun and moon,
of water and earth,
of all humanity.
We believe in God beside us,
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor.
He was tortured and nailed to a tree.
Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken.
He descended into the earth to the place of death.
On the third day he rose from the tomb.
He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present.
And his Kingdom will one day be known.
We believe in God within us,
The Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire,
Life-giving breath of the Church,
She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness,
Source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.
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We gather silently in prayer.

The Prayers of the People
Opening
Leader

“Looking up to heaven, Jesus prayed, ‘I have made your name known to those
whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me,
and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given
me is from you.’”
We celebrate Jesus’ resurrection and the chance for transformation in our lives.
We gather silently in prayer with deepened breath and intention.

Prayer Requests
Leader

“Lord, you know everyone's heart.”
We offer prayers for those on our prayer list and those whom we carry in our
hearts.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Risen Christ, you are present.
Hear our prayer

Our Community, Nation, and the World
Leader

“They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season,
with leaves that do not wither.”
Strengthen those who lead and those who follow. Guide us all to work for
justice, cultivate harmony, seek peace with one another, and preserve the
environment.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Risen Christ, you are present.
Hear our prayer
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Children
Leader

“Jesus prayed, ‘I ask you to protect them.”
We pray for every child, and for all who need protection. Bring them into their
fullest being and transform our world through their gifts.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Risen Christ, you are present.
Hear our prayer.

Gratitude For Our Continuing Journey
Leader

“As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.”
We give thanks for gifts of your grace. Knit us together by your spirit and fill us
with patience and love.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Risen Christ, you are present.
Hear our prayer

Closing
Leader

“Now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they
may have my joy made complete in themselves.”
In the season of rebirth and new life, guide us to hold each other tenderly.

The Peace
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace.
Celebrant
All

Having renewed our hope in the resurrection, we turn to one another with
outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
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After the Peace, we gather with this song

Offertory Song | Spirit of Gentleness
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL
The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says

People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Table, the Celebrant continues

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and
wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us.
Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with
Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you
as we sing:
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick
and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love.
Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be
glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the
remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe
your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for
the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
All

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We are now invited to share the gifts of communion.
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a
wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy.
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Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup.

Music During Communion | Everybody
By Ingrid Michaelson. Offered by Ingrid Griffin and Eva Kurtzman.

We have fallen down again tonight
In this world it's hard to get it right
Trying to make your heart fit like a glove
What it needs is love, love, love
Everybody, everybody wants to love
Everybody, everybody wants to be loved
Oh, oh
Everybody, everybody wants to love
Everybody, everybody wants to be loved
Oh, oh
Happy is the heart that still feels pain
Darkness drains and light will come again
Swing open up your chest and let it in
Just let the love, love, love begin
Chorus

Oh, everybody knows the love
Everybody holds the love
Everybody falls for love
Everybody feels the love
Everybody steals the love
Everybody heals with love
Oh, oh, just let the love, love, love begin
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Music During Communion |Anchor
by Mindy Gledhill. Offered by Deanna, Daisy and Dani Gemmer.

When all the world is spinning 'round
Like a red balloon way up in the clouds
And my feet will not stay on the ground
You anchor me back down
I am nearly world renowned
As a restless soul who always skips town
But I look for you to come around
And anchor me back down
There are those who think that I'm strange
They would box me up and tell me to change
But you hold me close and softly say
That you wouldn't have me any other way
When people pin me as a clown
You behave as though I'm wearing a crown
When I'm lost, I feel so very found
When you anchor me back down
There are those who think that I'm strange
They would box me up and tell me to change
But you hold me close and softly say
That you wouldn't have me any other way
When all the world is spinning 'round
Like a red balloon way up in the clouds
And my feet will not stay on the ground
You anchor me back down
Following communion we share silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.
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We remain seated and sing together.

Song After Communion | Thank You for Loving Me
By Sinead O’Connor

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD
Our Prayer after Communion
We stand and say together

Eternal God,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Blessing
The Celebrant offers a blessing.

O God, you chose to be our mother in all things, and the greatest honor we can give is to
live gladly because of the knowledge of your love. Bless the work of our hands, the earth
beneath our feet, the paths on which we walk. And the blessing, the mercy, and the grace
of God Almighty be upon us and remain with us always. Amen.
—Adapted from the Blessing of Norwich, The Opiate Mass

Closing Song | Sing Out Earth and Skies
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Birthday and Anniversaries
Announcements
Dismissal
Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Like Trees Planted by Streams of Water
On this small bluff, lives hang like leaves.
A psalm trickles and surges
in roiling eddies and worried curves.
The Illinois could erode the banks.
All the new and old oaks could tumble
into a templed dam. But roots twist hard
instead beneath the river’s silted bed.
They fill and feed the farthest leaves
that burn until lives fall to the water
in flames. The colors catch and wither
in human debris. Between a milk carton
and one rented ski, a single, silver fish
breaks the gray-green surface of its world,
like a tiny god might puncture the sky.
by David Wright, from “A Liturgy for Stones”

Thank you to today’s tribe: Snowberry.
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Faith
Every morning when I was a girl
my mother would wake me
with song, the same lilting lyric
every dawn,
It’s going to be such a lovely day,
good morning, good morning I say.
It sounds too grand to call it ceremony,
and she would have appeared
an unlikely celebrant
in her bathrobe and slippers,
but she infused this daily ritual with prayer
and to this day I wake
certain that the world
will have beauty in it
and certain that I will find it—
this the most beautiful gift
any mother could give.
by Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer
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