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Bell. Wait. Listen. 
 

We remain SEATED and sing together 

Gathering | Morning Has Broken 

 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
 

A Spiral Shaped God by Jan Richardson 
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To Make a Promise 

 

Make a place of prayer, no fuss, 

just lean into the white brilliance 

and say what you needed to say 

all along, nothing too much, words 

as simple and as yours and as heard 

as the bird song above your head 

or the river running gently beside you. 

Let your words join 

one to another 

the way stone nestles on stone, 

the way water just leaves 

and goes to the sea, 

the way your promise 

breathes and belongs 

with every other promise 

the world has ever made. 

Now, leave them to go on, 

let your words 

carry their own life 

without you, let the promise 

go with the river. 

Have faith. Walk away. 

from The Sea in You: Twenty Poems of Requited and Unrequited Love 

© David Whyte and Many Rivers Press | davidwhyte.com 
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A Call to Worship 
After the gathering is complete the Presider invites all to STAND 

Presider The Lord is good. 

People  God’s steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 
 

Opening Song | Raise Your Voices 
By Brendan Graham and Rolf Lovland 
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The Collect 
The Presider offers the collect of the day 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

Gracious God, we are listening for your word; we are looking for your light. Through  

the Holy Spirit, renew our minds and hearts so that we may see your will and respond  

in faith. Amen. 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 

 

All are now SEATED for the first reading 

First Reading 
Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. Look to the rock from which you 

were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who 

bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. For the Lord will 

comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert 

like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my 

justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out 

and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 

Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 

the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will 

be for ever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 
After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God. 
 

  



12th Sunday After Pentecost                           Page 5  August 27, 2017 

 

Psalm 138 
We STAND for the Psalm 

 

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart. 

I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,  

because of your love and faithfulness; 

For you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 

When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 

All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord,  

when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

They will sing of the ways of the Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. 

Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; he perceives the haughty from afar. 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;  

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;  

your right hand shall save me. 

The Lord will make good his purpose for me; O Lord, your love endures for ever; 

do not abandon the works of your hands. 
 
The people SIT as the second Reading is introduced 
 

Second Reading 
Romans 12:1-8 

 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 

God — what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you 

ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 

so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have 

gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in 

ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, 

in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 

After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We STAND and sing together 

Our Gospel Song  | Day By Day 
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The Gospel is introduced by saying 

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 16:13-20 

 

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that 

the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter 

answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are 

you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And 

I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 

against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered 

the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
 

The Homily 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
We STAND and say together 
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
We continue to STAND as we pray 
 

Gathering  

Leader    “Jesus said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, 

‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’" 
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader  “When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.”  

Open our hearts to support others through prayer and response. 

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
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God’s Compassion 
Leader   “We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us.”  

Help us to practice compassion in a polarized world. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Leadership 
Leader   “By the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself 

more highly than you ought to think.”  

Guide world and faith leaders, and ourselves, in creating a God-centered world. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Care of our Environment 
Leader  "The Lord will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden  

of the Lord."  

Empower us to stand and act for the climate and wild places. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Call Committee 
Leader  “Be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what  

is the will of God.”  

Guide the mutual discernment of our Call Committee and the rector 

candidates. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

 
(Continued on next page) 
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Gratitude 
Leader   “The Lord will comfort Zion; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving 

and the voice of song.”  

We give thanks for the gifts of life, love, and for the gentleness of others. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Closing 
Leader    “...And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.”  

 

The Peace 
We conclude our prayers with this act of community 

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
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in name 

After we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we remain STANDING and sing 

A Song to Offer  |Here I am Lord 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Offertory Sentence 
You are invited to offer your gifts of money for the work of the church. 
 

God, the source of all good things, has given to us all that we need. 

In joyful response, we offer our gifts, the fruit of our labors. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People     We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People     It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing.   
 

You made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we 

rebelled against you, and wandered far away.  And yet, as a mother cares for her children,  

you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.  

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 

eternity. lifting our voices to you as we sing: 
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God. Living 

among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and 

proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were 

heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the 

cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said:  
 

 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said:  
 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,  

which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body 

and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 

creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring 

us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the 

banquet of the world.  
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.  
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
All 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 

Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
 

Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine.  
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, 
and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
 

Instrumental Music During Communion 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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We remain SEATED and sing together 

Song after Communion  | Take O Take Me as I Am 
By John L. Bell 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

 

Our Prayer after Communion 
We STAND and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us the strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

The Blessing 
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We remain STANDING to sing 

Closing Song  | The Lone Wild Bird 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Birthday and Anniversary Song 
God Grant them Many Years! 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal  
Presider Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power 

of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!    

Thank you to today’s tribe | Leah  

Grace Church  |  8595 NE Day Road E  |  Bainbridge Island WA   |  98110  |  206 842 9997   |   gracehere.org 


