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Bell. Wait. Listen. 
 

We remain SEATED and sing together 

Gathering | Bless the Lord My Soul 
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“I am done with great things and big plans,  
great institutions, and big success.  

I am for those tiny, invisible, loving, human forces  
that work from individual to individual,  

creeping through the crannies of the world like  
so many rootlets, oozing water, which, if given time, 

will rend the hardest monuments of pride.” 
  

— William James  
in Jack Kornfield’s No Time Like the Present  
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A Call to Worship 
After the gathering is complete the Presider invites all to STAND 

Presider The Lord is good. 

People  God’s steadfast love endures forever. Amen. 
 

Opening Song | Thine the Amen 
First verse solo, all sing verses 2-5. By Herbert Brokering and Carl F. Schalk 
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The Collect 
The Presider offers the collect of the day 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

God of mystery and power, move in our lives, change our minds, soften our hearts, direct 

our feet, so that we might follow you faithfully today and in the days ahead. Amen. 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 

 

All are now SEATED for the first reading 

First Reading 
Exodus 3:1-15 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond 

the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him 

in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then 

Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” 

When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, 

Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your 

feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your 

father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he 

was afraid to look at God.  

Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on 

account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them 

from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with 

milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 

and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians 

oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 
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But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 

He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have 

brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If 

I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask 

me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said 

further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’“ God also said to Moses, “Thus 

you shall say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of 

Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you:’ This is my name forever, and this my title for all 

generations. 

 
After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b 
We STAND for the Psalm and read in unison 

 

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name,  

make known his deeds among the peoples. 

Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful works. 

Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 

Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually.  

Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles,  

and the judgments he uttered, 

O offspring of his servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 

Then Israel came to Egypt; Jacob lived as an alien in the land of Ham. 

And the Lord made his people very fruitful,  

and made them stronger than their foes, 

whose hearts he then turned to hate his people,  

to deal craftily with his servants. 

He sent his servant Moses, and Aaron whom he had chosen. 

Praise the Lord! 
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The people SIT as the second Reading is introduced 

Second Reading 
Romans 12:9-21 

 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 

Love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 

Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 

Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly;  

do not claim to be wiser than you are. 

Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 

If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written,  

"Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 

No, "if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by 

doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads." 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
 

We STAND together and sing 

Our Gospel Song  | Bless the Lord My Soul 
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The Gospel is introduced by saying 

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 16:21-28 

 

Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands 

of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter took 

him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But 

he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are 

setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take 

up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 

life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? 

Or what will they give in return for their life? “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory 

of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some 

standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

 

Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

 

The Homily 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
We STAND and say together 
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
By Joe Camacho. We remain STANDING and following the lead of the cantor, sing the response together.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Peace 
We conclude our prayers with this act of community 

Presider The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
 

 
After we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we be SEATED as the offeratory is collected 

A Song to Offer  | Instrumental 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People     We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People     It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing.   
 

You made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we 

rebelled against you, and wandered far away.  And yet, as a mother cares for her children,  

you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.  

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 

eternity lifting our voices to you as we sing 
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God. Living 

among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and 

proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were 

heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the 

cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.  
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said:  
 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said:  

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,  

which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body 

and Blood of Christ.  Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 

creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring 

us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the 

banquet of the world.  
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

  



13th Sunday After Pentecost                                         Page 12  September 3, 2017 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 
All 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 

Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
 

Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine.  
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, 
and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed. Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
 

Instrumental Music During Communion 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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We SIT and sing together 

Song after Communion  | I am for You 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

 

Our Prayer after Communion 
We STAND and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us the strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 
We remain STANDING to sing 

Closing Song  | Go Tell it on the Mountain 
 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and everywhere; 

Go, tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born.  
 

He possessed no riches, 

No home to lay his head; 

He saw the needs of others, 

And cared for them instead. 
 

Chorus 
 

He still comes to people, 

His life moves through the lands; 

He uses us for speaking, 

He touches with our hands: 
 

Chorus 
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Our Birthday and Anniversary Song 
God Grant them Many Years! 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal  
Presider Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

Let us go forth into the world  

rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!    
 

 

Thank you to today’s tribe | Sarah  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“Of what use is it to travel to the moon if we cannot cross 
the abyss that separates us from ourselves, and from one 
another?” 

 —Thomas Merton  
from Kornfield’s No Time Like the Present  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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