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Ministers | All of Us 

Preacher/Presider | Jim Phinney 

Music Associate | Darden Burns 
 

 
A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. We remain SEATED to sing together. 

Gathering Song | Open My Heart 
By Ana Hernandez 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
A Call to Worship  
After the gathering is complete we are invited to stand as the Presider says: 
 

Presider We gather in this place today. 

People In the name of God who creates life. 

 In the name of Jesus who loves life. 

 In the name of the Spirit who is the fire of life. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
We create most of our suffering, so it should be logical that 

we also have the ability to create more joy.  
It simply depends on the attitudes, the perspectives,  
and the reactions we bring to situations and to our 

relationships with other people.  
When it comes to personal happiness  

there is a lot that we as individuals can do.”  
 

—Dalai Lama XIV, The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World 
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We remain STANDING and sing together 

 Opening Hymn | Sing to the Lord of Harvest 
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Collect of the Day 
 

Leader  The Lord be with you. 

People          And also with you.  
Leader  Let us pray. 
 

Everlasting God, kindle, we pray, in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your 

wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in tranquility the earth is 

filled with the knowledge of your love. Amen. 

 
 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 
 

We SIT for the Reading 
 

The First Reading 
Isaiah 5:1-7 

 
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very 

fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in 

the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more 

was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it 

yield wild grapes? And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it 

shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it 

shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the 

clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the 

people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but 

heard a cry! 
 

 The Reader says 

  The Word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 
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We are invited to STAND and say the Psalm responsively. 

 

Psalm 80:7-14 
Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it. 

You prepared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land. 

The mountains were covered by its shadow  

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea and its branches to the River. 

Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend this vine; 

preserve what your right hand has planted. 
 

 
We SIT for the Reading 

The Second Reading 
Philippians 3:4b-14 

 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a 

member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 

Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard 

everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 

suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found 

in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith 

in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain 

the resurrection from the dead. 
 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, 

because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but 

this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
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We STAND and sing together 

Our Gospel Song | Jesus Calls  
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The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel 
Matthew 21:33-46 

 
Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a 

wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 

When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the 

tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, 

more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 

‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; 

come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and 

killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to 

him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will 

give him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is 

amazing in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to 

a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 

pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 

parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the 

crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Homily 

q 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

After the Homily we STAND and we re-affirm our faith in creed and prayer. 

We believe in God above us, 

maker and sustainer of all life, 

of sun and moon, 

of water and earth, 

of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

   On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

life-giving breath of the Church, 

she is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We continue to STAND as we pray 
 

Gathering 
Leader   “Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the 

builders rejected has become the cornerstone. ‘”  

 

Prayer Requests 
Leader   “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection.”  

Open our hearts to support others through prayer and response. 

  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Leadership 
Leader  “What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not 

done in it?”  

Guide world and faith leaders, and ourselves, in creating a God-centered world. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Care of our Environment 
Leader  "Look down from heaven; behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right 

hand has planted." 

Empower us to stand and act for the climate and wild places. 

  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
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Call Committee 
Leader   “Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.”  

Guide the mutual discernment of our Call Committee and the Rector 

candidates. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Gratitude 
Leader   “Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard.”  

We give thanks for the gifts of life and love, and for the gentleness of others. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Closing 
Leader    “The kingdom of God will be given to a people that produces the fruits of  

the kingdom.”  
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OUR CONFESSION 

Presider God of compassion, you have searched us out and known us 

 All  And all that we are is open to you. 

 Forgive us, when we deny dignity to ourselves and to each other; 

forgive us, when we use our power to dominate,  

and our weakness to manipulate; 

forgive us, when we evade responsibility and forget to live with an 

abundant heart; remember us, when we lose our way. 
 

Presider  Once again, we turn to you God; 

All  we acknowledge our failings, we claim your love; 

we choose to remain whole.  
 

Presider God of welcome, you have called us home to you; 

 All  Let us walk in your presence,  

  with love in our hearts and truth in our minds, 

 Until, at the end of our journey, 

 We know the joy of our homecoming 

 And the welcome of your embrace. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
We continue with this act of community – the sharing of God’s Peace 
 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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As we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we stay STANDING to sing. 

Song to Offer | Sing Out Earth & Skies 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
We are invited to stand. Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary  

gift of welcome and love, and we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves— 
would be vehicles of that welcome.  

 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.  From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing.  You 

made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled 

against you, and wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would 

not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this 

day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting 

our voices to you as we sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Ann Strickland 
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.  Living 

among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and 

proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon 

the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said:  
 

“Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant,  

which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.   

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body 

and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 

creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  In the fullness of time 

bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast 

at the banquet of the world. 
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People and Presider 
 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 
Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
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A Song of Remembrance 
After the bread is broken we follow the lead of the Music Circle and sing the following anthem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine. 
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

  
 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel 
moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  

Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  
Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 

Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup. 

 

Music During Communion | Mazurka in A minor 
By Frederic Chopin. Piano solo performed by Darden Burns. 
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One Bread One Body 
By John Foley 

 
 

 
 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one 
another. The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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Song After Communion | O Lord Hear My Prayer 
We stay SEATED and sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the song, we STAND and say together 
 

All  Living God, we thank you that in this  
sacrament you make yourself known to us. 
From now on, whenever we walk in strange places,  
we will find your footprints there; 
whenever we meet with unknown faces  
we will see your image there; 
whenever we stumble into unexpected joy,  
we will feel your heartbeat there. 

  Wherever we go we start from here.  

  Loving God, send us now into the world in peace,  
 and grant us the strength and courage to love and serve you 
 with gladness and singleness of heart; 
 through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Blessing 
The Presider offers the blessing. 
 

May the love of God, 

the grace of Christ, 

and the Spirit’s peace 

be with you always. 

Amen. 
 

We stay STANDING and sing 

Closing Hymn | Now Let Us Sing 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
Leader Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world rejoicing  

in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

 

 

“…give and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running 

over will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”  

—Luke 6:38 

 
 

I once received this quote in a note from a friend. Her comment was that it sounded messy to 
her.  It does sound messy in many ways. Physically, depending on what the commodity is, to 
have something poured into your lap could be quite unpleasant. If we take the quote to mean 
that we are guaranteed a financial return on our investment, we might be sorely disappointed.   
But when we give, wholeheartedly and unreservedly, we do get a return that is a good measure, 
even tamped down and shaken together. In this season of Annual Giving, consider the return on 
investment you have on your pledge to Grace. Staff who work hard and are committed to 
Grace, a beautiful building, grounds that provide hiking and rest for the soul. Leaders who 
provide programs, pastoral care when needed, inspiring liturgy and music to enrich and many 
other very tangible things. As you are taking inventory, think too of the intangible things that 
make up the return on your investment in Grace. It can truly be said that what we receive is a 
good measure. 
 


