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A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. We remain SEATED to sing together. 

Gathering Song | The Leaves Fall Patiently  
Words and music  
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
A Call to Worship  
After the gathering is complete we are invited to stand as the Presider says 
 

Presider We gather in this place today. 

People In the name of God who creates life. 

 In the name of Jesus who loves life. 

 In the name of the Spirit who is the fire of life. Amen. 
 
We remain STANDING and sing together 

Opening Hymn | Take O Take Me As I Am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day 
 

Leader  The Lord be with you. 

People          And also with you.  
Leader  Let us pray. 
God of blessing, bless us as we confront our turbulent world. Grant us a full measure  

of faith, of love and of hope that we might engage those around us with courage and 

faithfulness. Inspire us with the Holy Spirit that we might answer readily your call to ministry. 

 Amen. 
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WE TELL THE STORY 
 

We SIT for the Reading 

The First Reading 
Isaiah 45:1-7 

 

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations before 

him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him — and the gates shall not be closed: I will 

go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the 

bars of iron, I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may 

know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name.  For the sake of my servant 

Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. I am 

the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, so 

that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am 

the Lord, and there is no other.  I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the 

Lord do all these things.  
 

The Reader says 

  The Word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

We are invited to STAND and say the Psalm responsively. 

 

Psalm 96:1-9 
Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 

Sing to the Lord and bless his Name;  

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations and his wonders among all peoples. 

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; he is more to be feared than all gods. 

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;  

but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence!  

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts. 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble before him. 
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We SIT for the Reading 
 

The Second Reading 
I Thessalonians 1:1-10 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering 

before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 

Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our 

message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with 

full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And 

you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy 

inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 

Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in 

every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the 

people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned 

to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 

from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

The Reader says 

  The Word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
We STAND and sing together 

Our Gospel Song | Cantai ao Senhor/O Sing to the Lord 
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The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel 
Matthew 22:15-22 

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him, 

along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in 

accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell 

us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their 

malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” 

And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They 

answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are 

the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and 

they left him and went away.  

After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Homily 

q 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

After the Homily we STAND and we re-affirm our faith in creed and prayer. 

We believe in God above us, 

maker and sustainer of all life, 

of sun and moon, 

of water and earth, 

of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

   On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

life-giving breath of the Church, 

she is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 
We continue to STAND as we pray 
 

Gathering 
Leader   “Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.”  
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader    “We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers.”  

Open our hearts to support others through prayer and response. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers 
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Leadership 
Leader   “The Lord is King! He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; he 

will judge the peoples with equity." Guide world and faith leaders, and 

ourselves, in creating a God-centered world. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers 

 

Care of our Environment 
Leader  "Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble before 

him."  Empower us to stand and act for the climate and wild places. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers 

 

Call Committee 
Leader   “I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god.”   

We thank God for the continuing work of the Call Committee and we pray for 

the next Rector of Grace as we await the coming of that person. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers 
 

Gratitude 
Leader   “Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name.”  

We give thanks for the gifts of life and love, and for the gentleness of others. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers 
 

Closing 
Leader    “Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; proclaim the good news of his salvation 

from day to day.”  
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OUR CONFESSION 

Presider God of compassion, you have searched us out and known us. 

 All  All that we are is open to you. 

 Forgive us, when we deny dignity to ourselves and to each other; 

forgive us, when we use our power to dominate,  

and our weakness to manipulate; 

forgive us, when we evade responsibility and forget to live with an 

abundant heart;  

remember us, when we lose our way. 
 

Presider  Once again, we turn to you God; 

All  we acknowledge our failings, we claim your love; 

we choose to remain whole.  
 

Presider God of welcome, you have called us home to you; 

 All  Let us walk in your presence,  

  with love in our hearts and truth in our minds. 

 At the end of our journey, may 

 we know the joy of our homecoming 

 and the welcome of your embrace. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
We continue with this act of community – the sharing of God’s Peace 
 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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As we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we STAND as able to sing this song. 

Song to Offer | Oh Freedom 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
We are invited to stand. Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary  

gift of welcome and love, and we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves— 
would be vehicles of that welcome.  

 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.  From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing.  You 

made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled 

against you, and wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would 

not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this 

day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting 

our voices to you as we sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Ann Strickland 
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.  Living 

among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and 

proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon 

the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said:  
 

“Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant,  

which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.   

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body 

and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 

creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  In the fullness of time 

bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast 

at the banquet of the world. 
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Presider and People 
 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 
Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
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A Song of Remembrance 
After the bread is broken we follow the lead of the Music Circle and sing the following anthem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine. 
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 
 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

  
 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all 
 who feel moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  

Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  
Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 

Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup. 
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Music During Communion | Creating God 
Words by Jeffrey Rowthorn; music by Caroline Clucas. 
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The Wind  
by Cat Stevens (Yusuf Islam) 
 

I listen to the wind 

To the wind of my soul 

Where I'll end up, well, I think 

Only God really knows 

I've sat upon the setting sun 

But never, never, never, never 

I never wanted water once 

No never, never, never 
 

I listen to my words 

But they fall far below 

I let my music take me 

Where my heart wants to go 

I swam upon the devil's lake 

But never, never, never, never 

I'll never make the same mistake 

No never, never, never 

 
Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one 
another. The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 

 

Song after Communion | May All Beings Be Happy 
We stay SEATED and sing together. 

 

May all beings be happy. 

May all beings be free. 

May all beings find joy. 

May all beings know peace. 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the song, we STAND and say together 
 

All  Living God, we thank you that in this  

sacrament you make yourself known to us. 

From now on, whenever we walk in strange places,  

we will find your footprints there; 

whenever we meet with unknown faces  

we will see your image there; 

whenever we stumble into unexpected joy,  

we will feel your heartbeat there. 

  Wherever we go we start from here.  

  Loving God, send us now into the world in peace,  

 and grant us the strength and courage to love and serve you 

 with gladness and singleness of heart; 

 through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

The Blessing 
The Presider offers the blessing. 
 

May the love of God, 

the grace of Christ, 

and the Spirit’s peace 

be with you always. 

Amen. 
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We stay STANDING and sing 

Closing Hymn | You are Mine 
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Burning House 

 

I pray for all those affected by storms, by fires, by civil unrest, and by so many private calamities. 
 

Hurricane roars over the horizon 

and they grab the most beloved things, 

pack everything into the car, 

one last trip through the house, 

and they're gone. 

 

Soldiers enter the village, ravaging, 

and the family leaves by the other road, 

belongings in bundles on their heads. 

 

Fire marches down the hill 

with total disregard, 

the eaves catch, 

smoke drinks each room, 

they reach for the treasures 

and they're out. 

 

The world's house 

is always on fire, 

God clearing out 

with you under her arm. 

 

—Steve Garnaas-Holmes | October 13, 2017 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
Leader Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world rejoicing  

in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 



                            Page 19                                      October 22, 2017 

 

 
 

Welcome Bill! 
 
The Rev. Bill Sell-Lee 
Fr. Bill loves all bookstores and breakfasts. There is nothing better than a quiet morning after breakfast, a 
large leather chair, a cup of black coffee, and a “good book.”   
 
Bill was born in 1936 in Santa Maria, CA. After time in the Air Force and college, he enjoyed a career as an 
Engineer/Manager initially in aerospace, then later with IBM, and finally, as a management consultant.  
After a soul-searching “wake-up call,” Bill became ordained an Episcopal Priest in 1975. Bill balanced his 
work as a consultant and parish priest through serving as an Interim Priest in St. Barnabas, Bainbridge 
Island; Trinity and Epiphany, Seattle; St. Michael’s and All Angels, Issaquah; and Rector of St. Luke’s in 
Sequim.  After retiring in 1998, Bill continued his learning by exploring many holistic health modalities, 
seeking to discover the balance between science, medicine, religion and metaphysics. Bill enjoys sharing the 
fruits of his spiritual curiosity in a class entitled “Journey of our Soul!” 
 
Bill and Sandy, and their sight-challenged Golden Retriever/Chow Chow mix “Georgia,” are snowbirds, 
with a condo on Bainbridge Island, and a home in Surprise, AZ. With wonderful family and friends, they feel 
very blessed indeed. “Thank you, God!” 

 
 


