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9:30am
 November
5, 2017
Ministers
| All of Us
Preaching/Presiding | The Rev Canon Joan Anthony
Music & Arts | Ann Strickland
Tribe | Blackberry

But then I arise, because I know there are
laughter and compassion, and creativity and
wonder, and kindness and generosity beyond
measure, and I know we are the tools and means
by which light pierces the darkness.
I know, as well and truly and deeply as I know
anything at all, that the thorny grace of it is the
shape and nature of its holiness.
If there was no darkness there would be
nothing for us to light.
We are the light.
—Brian Doyle
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Gathering quietly. A bell sounds. We let stillness settle.

Gathering Song | Bright Morning Stars
Traditional. Offered by Elizabeth Cromwell, Lisa Mandelkorn & Annie Strickland.

Celebrating All Souls and All Saints
Our Call to Worship
After the Gathering song we are invited to stand and affirm our intention to be here.
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

God’s spirit is with us. Let us sing songs of love and praise.
God’s love surrounds us here.
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight which clings so closely and remember Christ as we pray,
God’s love surrounds us here.
Let us seek to become that love—in our lives and in the world.
God’s love surrounds us here.
Glory to God forever and ever.
Alleluia! Amen!

Opening Song | Swing Low Sweet Chariot
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The Collect for All Saints
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Presider

Let us pray.

Prayer for All Saints and All Souls Day
Brian Doyle

We pray of saints known and unknown—the latter faaaaaar outnumbering the former; and
how true and real and honest this is, for there are and have been millions of saints who
trudged along humbly beneath immense loads, sharing their mercy and cheer and song and
food and drink and courage and hope with everyone they met, and now their names are as
dust; but we remember them today, and thank them, and ask their mercies on the tumult of
the world; as we sing also the saints we know, the brave testy ones, the quiet ones who
smiled under the lash, the bold ones who saw what we could be and spoke us closer to that
bright country. And then we pray for all those who have gone back into the Dream from
which they came, all the billions of holy beings who strove and struggled and soared or sank;
all of them our brothers and sisters, all of them our teammates on the road to light; we pray
even for the worst among them, those blinded by blood, that Your mercy drown their evil,
washed them of their sins, and set them to work in Your vineyard, from which all blessings
flow. This we pray in the Name of the One Who came among us, and took our form, and
draped His incomprehensible soul with the flesh and bones of a young teacher; may we
someday reach the house where He waits for us all. And so: Amen.
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We Tell the Story
First Reading
Revelation 7:9-17
After this I, John, looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in
white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to
our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels stood around the throne
and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power
and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who
are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that
knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne
of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will
shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any
scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them
to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
We STAND and say the Psalm responsively.

Psalm 34:1-10, 22
I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
I will glory in the Lord; let the humble hear and rejoice.
Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; let us exalt his Name together.
I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me out of all my terror.
Look upon him and be radiant, and let not your faces be ashamed.
I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me and saved me from all my troubles.
The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, and he will deliver them.
Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who trust in him!
Fear the Lord, you that are his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing.
The young lions lack and suffer hunger,
but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good.
The Lord ransoms the life of his servants, and none will be punished who trust in him.
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We SIT for the Reading.

Reading
I John 3:1-3
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children
now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will
be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he
is pure.
After the reading, the reader will say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Song | I Sing a Song
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The Gospel is introduced by saying
Presider
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Holy Gospel
Matthew 5:1-12
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.
Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely
on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
Presider
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

At the 9:30am service, the children are invited to come to the center of the
sanctuary for a brief conversation with Joan. Afterwards they will be
dismissed to the classrooms and will return for communion.
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At the 9:30am service, the children are invited to come to the center of the
sanctuary for a brief conversation with Joan. Afterwards they will be
dismissed to the classrooms and will return for communion.

Homily
What Happens After You Die?
By Brian Doyle. Read by Tom Tyner

Song | Much Abides

Naming of the Saints
In this sacred space and in the safety of community, we stand one by one to say the
names of those whom we love and see no more.
Please remain standing after you have called the names.
Take your time. There is no hurry.

Song | Much Abides
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The Prayers of the People
We continue standing as we pray

Gathering
Leader

“…and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.”

Prayer Requests
Leader

“You're blessed when you care. At the moment of being ‘care-full,’ you find
yourselves cared for.”
Open our hearts to support others through prayer and response.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Spirit of God
receive our prayers.

Leadership
Leader

“You're blessed when you've worked up a good appetite for God. He's food
and drink in the best meal you'll ever eat.” Guide world and faith leaders, and
ourselves, in creating a God-centered world.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Spirit of God
receive our prayers.

Care of our Environment
Leader

"You're blessed when you get your inside world—your mind and heart—put
right. Then you can see God in the outside world."
Empower us to stand and act for the climate and wild places.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Spirit of God
receive our prayers.
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Call Committee
Leader

“You're blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of
compete or fight. That's when you discover who you really are, and your place
in God's family.”
Guide the mutual discernment of our Call Committee and the person
who is becoming our Rector.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Spirit of God
receive our prayers.

Gratitude
Leader

“You're blessed when you're content with just who you are—no more, no less.
That's the moment you find yourselves proud owners of everything that can't be
bought.”
We give thanks for the gifts of life and love, and for the gentleness of others.
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts.

Leader
All

Spirit of God
receive our prayers.

Closing
Leader

“I bless God every chance I get; my lungs expand with his praise. I live and
breathe God.”

We conclude these personal and community prayers with this act of community—the sharing of God’s Peace.
Presider
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

As we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we SIT together and listen.

The Offertory | The Crossing
By Roger Miller from “Big River.” Offered by Holly White.
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The Celebration of Our Sacred Meal
Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From
before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all
things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You
made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we
rebelled against you, and wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children,
you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through
eternity lifting our voices to you as we sing:
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God. Living
among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we
were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon
the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them and said:
“Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified
and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body
and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new
creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time
bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast
at the banquet of the world.
All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.
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Padre Nuestro (The Lord’s Prayer)
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The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words
Presider Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
All
Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia!
Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. The Presider extends that invitation by saying

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
All are invited to receive the bread and the wine.
Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive.
This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.
Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.
If you need a gluten free, dairy free, soy free wafer—please let the server know.

In short I believe in believing,
which doesn’t make sense,
which gives me hope.
—Brian Doyle

All Saints’ Sunday

Page 14

November 5, 2017

Music During Communion | I’ll Remember You
By Bob Dylan

Legacy by Terry Garthwaite

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another.
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell.
For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God.
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We stay SEATED and listen

Song After Communion | Nada te turbe
By Jacques Berthier

Our Prayer after Communion
After all have received the bread and wine we say this prayer together
All

Living God, we thank you that in this
sacrament you make yourself known to us.
From now on, whenever we walk in strange places,
we will find your footprints there;
whenever we meet with unknown faces
we will see your image there;
whenever we stumble into unexpected joy,
we will feel your heartbeat there.

Leader
All

Wherever we go we start from here.
Loving God, send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us the strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The Blessing
This blessing is said by the Presider on behalf of us all

May the blessing of God
Father, Mother, Teacher, Friend
go with you this day and forever more. Amen.

Closing Song | This Little Light of Mine

2. Everywhere I go…
3. All around the world…
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Our Birthday and Anniversary Song
God Grant them Many Years!

Announcements
Dismissal
At the conclusion of the announcements we offer the following dismissal
Leader

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Let us go forth in the name of Christ!

People

Thanks be to God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Brian Doyle

Dear Coherent Mercy: thanks. Best life ever. Personally I never thought a cool
woman would come close to understanding me, let alone understanding me but
liking me anyway, but that happened! And You and I both remember that doctor
in Boston saying polite but businesslike that we would not have children but
then came three children fast and furious! And no man ever had better friends,
and no man ever had a happier childhood and wilder brothers and a sweeter
sister, and I was that rare guy who not only loved but liked his parents and
loved sitting and drinking tea and listening to them! And You let me write some
books that weren’t half bad, and I got to have a career that actually no kidding
helped some kids wake up to their best selves, and no one ever laughed more at
the ocean of hilarious things in this world, or gaped more in astonishment at the
wealth of miracles everywhere every moment. I could complain a little right here
about the long years of back pain and the occasional awful heartbreak, but Lord,
those things were infinitesimal against the slater of gifts You gave mere me, a
muddle of a man, so often selfish and small. But no man was ever more grateful
for Your profligate generosity, and here at the very end, here in my last lines, I
close my eyes and weep with joy that I was alive, and bless beyond measure, and
might well be headed back home to the incomprehensible Love from which I
came, mewling, many years ago. But hey, listen, can I ask one last favor? If I am
sent back for another life, can I meet my lovely bride again? In whatever form?
Could we be hawks, or otters maybe? And can we have the same kids again if
possible? And if I get one friend again, can I have my buddy Pete? He was a
huge guy in this life—make him the biggest otter ever, and I’ll know him right
away, okay? Thanks, Boss. Thanks from the bottom of my heart. See You soon.
Remember—otters. Otters rule. And so: amen.

Thank you to today’s Tribe | Blackberry
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