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Where Many Rivers Meet 

All the water below me came from above. 

All the clouds living in the mountains  

gave it to the rivers,  

who gave it to the sea, which was their dying. 

And so I float on cloud become water,  

central sea surrounded by white mountains,  

the water salt, once fresh,  

cloud fall and stream rush, tree roots and tide bank,  

leading to the rivers’ mouths  

and the mouths of the rivers sing into the sea,  

the stories buried in the mountains  

give out into the sea  

and the sea remembers  

and sings back,  

from the depths,  

where nothing is forgotten. 

-- David Whyte 

from "River Flow: New & Selected Poems" 

©1990 David Whyte & Many Rivers Press 
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Prelude | Sun, Arise 
Matthew Houck 
Offered by Dusty Lang, Marcus Lang, Daphne Davies, Harry Carder , and Don Warkentin 
 

Sun's arising 

East, East, O 

Dark as I been 

East, East, O 
 

A bell rings. We listen to the longing in our hearts. We remain seated. 

Gathering Song | Be Still and Know 
Song Writers: Isaac Slade, Joseph King, David Welsh and Ben Wysocki 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Be still, be still, and know 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

A Call to Worship 
After the gathering song, the Celebrant invites us to stand. 
 

Celebrant In the beginning 

People  was the Word. 

Celebrant  The Word was with God,  

People   and the word was God. 

Celebrant  In the beginning was God. 

People   All things came into being through God. What has come into being is life, 

Celebrant and that life is the light of all people. 

People  The light shines in the darkness, 

Celebrant  and the darkness did not  

People   will not 

Celebrant  can not 

People   overcome it. 
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We remain standing and sing together. 

Opening Song | Bring Forth the Kingdom of God 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Collect 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Your voice thunders upon the waters, O God. You give life, open futures, name beloved. 

Quiet us to hear and respond to you and through us, strengthen all who long to be called 

beloved. Amen. 



The Baptism of our Lord Page 5                                                              January 13, 2019 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 
We are seated for the reading. 

 

The First Reading | Isaiah 43:1-7 
 

Thus says the LORD, 

he who created you, O Jacob, 

he who formed you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

I have called you by name, you are mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 

and the flame shall not consume you. 

For I am the LORD your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

I give Egypt as your ransom, 

Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

Because you are precious in my sight, 

and honored, and I love you, 

I give people in return for you, 

nations in exchange for your life. 

Do not fear, for I am with you; 

I will bring your offspring from the east,  

and from the west I will gather you; 

I will say to the north, "Give them up," 

and to the south, "Do not withhold; 

bring my sons from far away 

and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

everyone who is called by my name, 

whom I created for my glory,  

whom I formed and made." 

 
After the reading, the reader will say 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand and say the Psalm. 

Psalm | 29 
 

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,  

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 

 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name;  

worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

 

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 

the God of glory thunders;  

the Lord is upon the mighty waters. 

 

The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;  

the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. 

 

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;  

the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

 

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf,  

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox. 

 

The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire; 

the voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;  

the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 

The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe  

and strips the forests bare. 

 

And in the temple of the Lord  

all are crying, "Glory!" 

 

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;  

the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore. 

 

The Lord shall give strength to his people;  

the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 
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We are seated for the second reading. 

The Second Reading | Acts 8:14-17 
 

When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they 

sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they might 

receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only 

been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, 

and they received the Holy Spirit. 

 

After the reading, the reader will say 

  The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

We stand together and sing 

Gospel Song | Down to the River to Pray 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Oh brothers let’s go down   Note: Verses 1 & 3 in the second line sing “starry crown”  

3. Oh fathers let’s go down               Verses 2 & 4 in the second line sing “robe & crown”         

4. Oh mothers let’s go down 
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The Celebrant then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

 

The Gospel | Luke:3:15-17,21-22 
 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I 

baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to 

untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his 

granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 

 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 

praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like 

a dove. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased." 

 
After the Gospel the Celebrant will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

The Homily 
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Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor, 

 he was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 

 and his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 life-giving breath of the Church. 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.  
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We gather in prayer. 
The Prayers of the People 
 

Gathering 
Leader “When Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 

and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove."  

As Jesus was baptized into his new life, we also look toward our new beginnings. 

All May we find our epiphany as this year begins. 
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Prayer Requests 
Leader “In Christ Jesus our Lord we have access to God in boldness and confidence 

through faith in him.”  We offer prayers for those we carry in our hearts, for the 

disabled, the aging and their helpers, and for those on our prayer list. 
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader  Light of Jesus, 

All   lead us in our prayers. 

 

Gratitude 
Leader “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; worship the Lord in the beauty of 

holiness.” We give thanks to Christ who began his ministry among us with 

baptism. 
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader  Light of Jesus, 

All   lead us in our prayers. 

 

Life Beginnings 
Leader “Then Peter and John laid their hands on the Samaritans, and they received the 

Holy Spirit.”  We offer prayers for ourselves and for others stepping into 

unknown territory. May the Holy Spirit be our guide. 
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader  Light of Jesus, 

All   lead us in our prayers. 
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World and Faith Leaders 
Leader “The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice.”  

Guide the leaders of the world and of faith communities to listen with 

compassion, and to work for peace.  
We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Leader  Light of Jesus, 

All   lead us in our prayers. 

 

Closing 
Leader “And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am 

well pleased.”  
 All Christ, in your unfailing love, hear our prayers and strengthen our hope 

through your presence in the world.  

 

The Peace 
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace. 
 

Celebrant We turn to one another with outstretched arms, saying: the peace of the Lord 

be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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After the peace, we are seated.   

Offertory Song | Down by the Riverside 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         3. Gonna walk with the Prince of Peace … 

        4. Gonna shake hands around the world … 

 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands.  
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

People  We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
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The Celebrant continues  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You 

made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and 

wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. 

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with 

Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you 

as we sing:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God. 
 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick 

and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love.  
 

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 

glorified by you.  
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On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.”  

 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice.  
 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe 

your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for 

the world you have made.  
 

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people 

and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.  
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. AMEN.  

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion.   

 

Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
Please know that at Grace Church all are invited to receive the bread and wine. This sacrament is God’s 
free gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a 

wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy. 

 

Music during Communion | On River Jordan’s Banks 
We will sing verses 1-3 only. 
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Music  during Communion | Don’t be Afraid 
John L. Bell 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music  during Communion | Can’t be Long 
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Following Communion we share silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 

 

Song after Communion | Shine on Me 
Blind Willie Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

      Oh the seas get rough and the boat gets tossed 

      Let your light from the lighthouse shine on me 

      But there’s a peace in my heart and I’m never lost 

      Let your light from the lighthouse shine on me 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Our Prayer after Communion 
We stand and say together 
 

Eternal God, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
The Celebrant offers a blessing. 

May Jesus, the Son of God, drive away all fear and be manifest in you, that your lives may be 

a light to the world. And the blessing of God be upon you, Christ’s peace be with you, and 

the Spirit surround you now and always. Amen. 
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Closing Song | Here Comes the Sun 
The Beatles 
 

Here comes the sun (doo doo doo doo) 

Here comes the sun, and I say    

It's all right 
 

Little darling, it's been a long cold lonely winter 

Little darling, it feels like years since it's been here 
 

Here comes the sun (doo doo doo doo) 

Here comes the sun, and I say    

It's all right 
 

Little darling, the smiles returning to the faces 

Little darling, it seems like years since it's been here 
 

Here comes the sun (doo doo doo doo) 

Here comes the sun, and I say    

It's all right 
 

Sun, sun, sun, here it comes 

Sun, sun, sun, here it comes 

Sun, sun, sun, here it comes 

Sun, sun, sun, here it comes 

 

Little darling, I feel that ice is slowly melting 

Little darling, it seems like years since it’s been clear 
 

Here comes the sun (doo doo doo doo) 

Here comes the sun, and I say    

It's all right 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries  and Announcements 

 

Dismissal  
Celebrant   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 



 
 

Water 
 
The sound of 36 pines side by side surrounding 

the yard and swaying all night like individual 

hymns is the sound 

of water, which is the oldest sound, 

the first sound we forgot. 

 

At the ocean 

my brother stands in water 

to his knees, his chest bare, hard, his arm 

thick and muscular. He is no swimmer. 

In water 

my sister is no longer 

lonely. Her right leg is crooked and smaller 

than her left, but she swims straight. 

Her whole body is a glimmering fish. 

 

Water is my father’s life-sign. 

Son of water who’ll die by water, 

the element which rules his life shall take it. 

After being told so by a wise man in Shantung, 

after almost drowning twice, 

he avoided water. But the sign of water 

is a flowing sign, going where its children go. 

 

Water has invaded my father’s 

heart, swollen, heavy, 

twice as large. Bloated 

liver. Bloated legs. 

The feet have become balloons. 

A respirator mask makes him look 

like a diver. When I lay my face 

against his—the sound of water 

returning. 

 

The sound of washing 

is the sound of sighing, 

is the only sound 
                           Page 20 
 

 

 

as I wash my father’s feet— 

those lonely twins 

who have forgotten one another— 

one by one in warm water 

I tested with my wrist. 

In soapy water 

they’re two dumb fish 

whose eyes close in a filmy dream. 

 

I dry, then powder them 

with talc rising in clouds 

like dust lifting 

behind jeeps, a truck where he sat 

bleeding through his socks. 

1949, he’s 30 years old, 

his toenails pulled out,  

his toes beaten a beautiful 

violet that reminds him 

of Hunan, barely morning 

in the yard, and where 

he walked, the grass springing back 

damp and green. 

 

The sound of rain 

outlives us. I listen, 

someone is whispering. 

Tonight, it’s water 

the curtains resemble, water 

drumming on the steel cellar door, water 

we crossed to come to America, 

water I’ll cross to go back, 

water which will kill my father. 

The sac of water we live in. 

 

    --Li Young Lee 
 


