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By Katrina Diller 

Grace Episcopal Church 
Second Sunday of Homecoming  

September 24, 2017 

Preacher/Priest in Charge  |  Joan Anthony 

Ministers  |  All of Us 

Music & Arts  |  Ann Strickland 

Tribe  | Rhododendron  

 
 
 

A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. We remain SEATED and sing together. 

Gathering Song | All Shall Be Well 
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By Anne Kundtz 

Because that very early morning as a young girl, I met God eye to eye;  
dressed as a brown-robed monk, his gift was a slim, precious book.  

Because, much later, when one church became two, my loved ones left and I was lonely;  
and in those first years grace and beauty came to us in a windowless and ordinary room.  

Because, before it was “Grace Here,” this land was wild flowers and meadow grasses and I danced a vision.  

Later I lie spread eagle in the middle of the rough labyrinth feeling the hot rocks on my back, giving myself over to the 
summer sky;  

Because, together we folded one thousand peace cranes then hung them in the rafters– our prayer from Easter to Pentecost.  

Because sometimes liturgy is experienced in kayaks and on hiking trails; and  
because sometimes God’s Word is better heard walking along a beach, or sitting in silence on a deep porch at an old fort.  

Because, at Grace, the breath of God comes to us so often in the music we sing– our voices weaving into a single cloth.  

Because exploring God through the Chronicles of Narnia with half a dozen children convinced me I could teach anywhere.  

Because I’ve felt most alive when I’ve been most involved in long committee meetings,  
in early poetry groups, on family retreats.  

Because you held me together when Mom’s death–and then Dad’s death,  
and then Paul’s illness finally dissolved my old scaffolding, and my identity faded.  

Because we’ve wept with joy as we’ve baptized, blessed and laughed at Grace  
children, as they toddled and climbed, graduated and climbed again.  

Because sometime we’ve prayed and cried together over those same children.  

Because standing in a horseshoe in a Holy Communion,  
I am moved at the beauty of your faces.  

Because I know that supporting community means giving whatever I have;  
some years measured in time, other years measured in cash.  

Because I long for an Amen that cries “So be it!”  
affirming our faith that through God that we can heal the world.  

Amen  
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
A Call to Worship  
After the gathering is complete we are invited to stand as the Presider says: 
 

Leader Blessed be God: Above us, Beside us and Within us. 
People  May we know the light and peace of God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Leader  Here in this place, God’s light is streaming in. 
People  We gather in God’s light, to be light for the world. 
 

Leader  Here in this place, God’s hope is with us. 
People   Young and old, rich and poor, strong and weak, we gather to be renewed 

and welcomed home. 

 

Leader  Here in this place, God is alive within us. 
People   We gather to remember, to see Christ in ourselves and in each other. We 

gather to practice, to be aware, compassionate and to live with kindness. 
 

Leader Here in this place, we gather to find grace and be Grace. 

People Here in this place. Amen. 
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We remain STANDING and sing together 

Opening Hymn | All are Welcome 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect of the Day 
 

Leader  The Lord be with you. 

People          And also with you.  
Leader  Let us pray. 
 

Holy God, you come to us again and again. You call us, gather us in, and give us your good 

works to do. Increase in us a generous spirit and joy in doing that which you have given us to 

do. Amen. 
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WE TELL THE STORY 
 

We are SEATED for the Reading 

The First Reading 
2 Chronicles 31:4-8 

 

He commanded the people who lived in Jerusalem to give the portion due to the priests and the 

Levites, so that they might devote themselves to the law of the Lord. As soon as the word spread, the 

people of Israel gave in abundance the first fruits of grain, wine, oil, honey, and of all the produce of 

the field; and they brought in abundantly the tithe of everything. The people of Israel and Judah who 

lived in the cities of Judah also brought in the tithe of cattle and sheep, and the tithe of the dedicated 

things that had been consecrated to the Lord their God, and laid them in heaps. In the third month they 

began to pile up the heaps, and finished them in the seventh month. When Hezekiah and the officials 

came and saw the heaps, they blessed the Lord and his people Israel. 
 

 The Reader says 

  The Word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Psalm 105:37-42 
We are invited to STAND and say the Psalm responsively. 

 

He led out his people with silver and gold; 

in all their tribes there was not one that stumbled. 

Egypt was glad of their going,  

because they were afraid of them. 

He spread out a cloud for a covering  and a fire to give light in the night season. 

They asked, and quails appeared,   

and he satisfied them with bread from heaven. 

He opened the rock, and water flowed, so the river ran in the dry places. 

For God remembered his holy word and Abraham his servant. 
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We are SEATED for the second reading 

The Second Reading 
2 Corinthians 9:6-11 

 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully 

will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 

abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good 

work. As it is written, “He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” He 

who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 

increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, 

which will produce thanksgiving to God through us. 
 
 

The Reader says 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
We STAND and sing together 

Our Gospel Hymn | You are All We Have 
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The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel 
Mark 12:41-44 

 

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich 

people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a 

penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more 

than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their 

abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
 

After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

The Homily 

q 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

After the Homily we STAND and we re-affirm our faith in creed and prayer. 
 

We believe in God above us, 

maker and sustainer of all life, 

of sun and moon, 

of water and earth, 

of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

   On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

life-giving breath of the Church, 

she is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen. 
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CD 
The Archbishop's prayer practice involves reading quotations from the scriptures as 

well as quotes from the saints and spiritual masters throughout history. One of his 

favorites is the Christian mystic Julian of Norwich, whose Revelations of Divine Love, 

penned shortly after she recovered from a life-threatening illness in 1373, is believed to 

be the first book written by a woman in the English language. In it she writes, 

 
“…deeds are done which appear so evil to us and people suffer such terrible 

evils that it does not seem as though any good will ever come of them; and we 
consider this, sorrowing and grieving over it so that we cannot find peace in 

the blessed contemplation of God as we should do; and this is why: our 
reasoning powers are so blind now, so humble and so simple, that we cannot 
know the high, marvelous wisdom, the might and the goodness of the Holy 

Trinity. And this is what he means where he says, “ you shall see for yourself 
that all manner of things shall be well,” as if he said, Pay attention to this now, 

faithfully and confidently, and at the end of time you will truly see it in the 
fullness of joy.” 

 
—The Book of Joy by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, The Dalai Lama with Douglas Abrams 

 

EF 
 

  



                                    Page 10  September 24, 2017 
 

The Prayers of the People 
We continue to STAND as we pray 
 

Gathering 
Leader   “Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last [laborer] the 

same as I give to you.”  
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader   “I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy 

in faith.”   

Open our hearts to support others through prayer and response. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

God’s Compassion  
Leader   "The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and of great 

kindness.”   

Help us to practice compassion in a polarized world. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Leadership 
Leader  “Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.”  

Guide world and faith leaders, and ourselves, in creating a God-centered world. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
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Care of our Environment 
Leader  "I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous 

works."  

Empower us to stand and act for the climate and wild places. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Call Committee 
Leader   “You are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind.” 

Care for the members of the Call Committee as they travel to meet the 

candidates. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Gratitude 
Leader  “Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised.” 

We give thanks for the gifts of life and love. 
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
 

Closing 
Leader    “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”   
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OUR CONFESSION 

 

Presider God of compassion, you have searched us out and known us. 

 All  And all that we are is open to you. 

 Forgive us, when we deny dignity to ourselves and to each other; 

forgive us, when we use our power to dominate, and our weakness to 

manipulate; 

forgive us, when we evade responsibility and forget to live with an 

abundant heart; 

 remember us, when we lose our way. 
 

Presider  Once again, we turn to you God; 

All  we acknowledge our failings, 

we claim your love; 

we choose to remain whole.  
 

Presider God of welcome, you have called us home to you; 

 All  let us walk in your presence,  

  with love in our hearts and truth in our minds, 

 until, at the end of our journey, 

 we know the joy of our homecoming 

 and the welcome of your embrace. Amen. 
 

 

The Peace 
We continue with this act of community – the sharing of God’s Peace 
 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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As we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we stay STANDING  and sing 
Song to Offer | Wake, Now My Senses 
Lyrics by TJS Mickelson, Tune: SLANE 

Wake, now my senses, and hear the earth call; 

feel the deep power of being in all; 

keep, with the web of creation your vow, 

giving, receiving as love shows us how. 

Wake, now my reason, reach out to the new, 

join with each pilgrim who quests for the true; 

honour the beauty and wisdom of time; 

suffer your limit, and praise the sublime. 

Wake, now compassion, give heed to the cry; 

voices of suffering fill the wide sky; 

take as your neighbour both stranger and friend, 

praying and striving their hardship to end. 

Wake, now my conscience, with justice your guide; 

join with all people whose rights are denied; 

take not for granted a privileged place; 

God's love embraces the whole human race. 

Wake, now my vision of ministry clear; 

brighten my pathway with radiance here; 

mingle my calling with all who will share; 

work toward a planet transformed by our care.   
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
We are invited to stand. Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary  

gift of welcome and love, and we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves— would be vehicles 

of that welcome.  

 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.  From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing.  You 

made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled 

against you, and wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would 

not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this 

day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting 

our voices to you as we sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Ann Strickland 
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.  Living 

among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and 

proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon 

the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said:  
 

“Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant,  

which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.   

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body 

and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 

creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  In the fullness of time 

bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast 

at the banquet of the world. 
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People and Presider 
 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 
Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
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A Song of Remembrance 
After the bread is broken we follow the lead of the Music Circle and sing the following anthem. 

 
 
 
Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine. 
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 
 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

  
 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel 
moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  

Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  
Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 

Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup. 
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Music During Communion | Be Still and Know  
by Isaac Slade, Joseph King, David Welsh and Ben Wysocki 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one 
another. The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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We stay SEATED and sing together 

Song after Communion | As We Gather at Your Table 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the silence, we stand and say together 
 

All  Living God, we thank you that in this  

sacrament you make yourself known to us. 

From now on, whenever we walk in strange places,  

we will find your footprints there; 

whenever we meet with unknown faces  

we will see your image there; 

whenever we stumble into unexpected joy,  

we will feel your heartbeat there. 

  Wherever we go we start from here.  

   

  Loving God, send us now into the world in peace,  

 and grant us the strength and courage to love and serve you 

 with gladness and singleness of heart; 

 through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
May God’s love surround you; 

the peace of Christ enfold you; 

and the Holy Spirit lead you, 

now and forever. Amen.  
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We stay STANDING and sing 

Closing Hymn | Deep in Our Hearts 
Words by John Oldham, music by Ron Klusmeier. 
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Our Birthday and Anniversary Song  
God Grant Them Many Years! 
 

Announcements 
 

Annual Giving | My Sweet Grace 
New adaption by Wendy Tyner, original by George Harrison. All sing words in BOLD! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
Leader Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world rejoicing  

in the power of the Spirit! 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
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T 
 

Acceptance—whether we believe in God or not—allows us to move 

into the fullness of joy. It allows us to engage with life on its own terms 

rather than rail against the fact that life is not as we would wish. It 

allows us not to struggle against the day-to-day current. The Dalai 

Lama had told us that stress and anxiety come from our expectations of 

how life should be. When we are able to accept that life is how it is, not 

as we think it should be, we are able to ease the ride, to go from that 

bumpy axle (dukkha), with all its suffering, stress, anxiety, and 

dissatisfaction, to the smooth axle (sukha), with its greater ease, 

comfort, and happiness.  

 

— The Book of Joy by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, The Dalai Lama with Douglas Abrams 

__________________________________________________________ 

T 
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