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Be praised, my Lord, with all your creatures, 

especially through my lord Brother Sun, 

who brings the day; and you give light through him. 

And he is beautiful and radiant in all his splendor! 

Of You, Most High, he bears the likeness. 

 

Praise be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars, 

in heaven you formed them clear and precious and beautiful. 

 

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind, 

and through the air, cloudy and serene, and every kind of weather, 

through which You give sustenance to Your creatures. 

 

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water, 

which is very useful and humble and precious and chaste. 

 

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brother Fire, 

through whom you light the night, 

and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong. 

 

Praised be You, my Lord, through our Sister Mother Earth, 

who sustains and governs us and who produces various fruit with 

colored flowers and herbs. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
A Call to Worship  
We are invited to stand as the Presider says: 
 

Presider We gather in this place today. 

People In the name of God who creates life. 

 In the name of Jesus who loves life. 

 In the name of the Spirit who is the fire of life. 
 
We remain STANDING and sing together 

Opening Hymn | Make Me a Channel of Your Peace 
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Collect of the Day 
 

Leader  The Lord be with you. 

People          And also with you.  
Leader  Let us pray. 
 

Loving God, renew our hearts, refresh our spirits, and help us to walk in your holy way that 

with Francis we may delight in your whole creation. Amen. 
 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 
 

We SIT for the Reading 
 

The First Reading 
Genesis 1:1-2:4  

Contemporary by Gary Lagerloef 
 

 The Reader says 

  The Word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 
 

We STAND and sing together 

Our Gospel Song | Deep Peace 

By Chris Smellow 
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The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel 
Mark 16:9-15 

Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom 

he had cast out seven demons. She went out and told those who had been with him, while they were 

mourning and weeping. But when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not 

believe it. After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the country. 

And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them. Later he appeared to the eleven 

themselves as they were sitting at the table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and 

stubbornness, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. And he said to 

them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation. 

 
After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

At the 9:30 a.m. service, the children are invited to come to the center of the  
sanctuary for a brief conversation with Joan. Afterwards they will be  

dismissed to the classrooms and will return for communion. 

Gathering of the Children 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

After the Homily we STAND and we re-affirm our faith in creed and prayer. 

We believe in God above us, 

maker and sustainer of all life, 

of sun and moon, 

of water and earth, 

of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

   On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

life-giving breath of the Church, 

she is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We continue to STAND as we pray 
 

Prayer Requests              
Leader With all our hearts and minds let us pray. 

For the gifts of earth and sky, wind and water. 
 

We pause to offer our personal prayers. 
 

Leader  For God’s creatures, great and small, wild and tame, those we see and those 

beyond our sight. 

All  We pray. 
 

We pause to offer our personal prayers. 
 

 

Leader    For the world and all those in need or trouble.   

All We pray. 
 

We pause to offer our personal prayers. 
 

Leader    For the community called Grace.   

  For the Call Committee 

  For the Vestry and Program Ministry Council 

  For the Staff 

  For all those whose lives touch ours.  

All  We pray. 
 

We pause to offer our personal prayers. 
 

Leader For the concerns and thanksgivings on our hearts this day. 

All  We pray. 
We pause to offer our personal prayers. 

 

 

Leader    In the silence of our hearts or in spoken words,  

let us give thanks for the gift of this day. 

 

The Peace 
We continue with this act of community – the sharing of God’s Peace 
 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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As we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we SIT and gather again to sing this song. 

Song to Offer | ???? 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
We are invited to stand. Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary  
gift of welcome and love, and we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves— 

would be vehicles of that welcome. The Eucharistic Prayer for today is the adapted Great Creating Spirit. 
 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Creating Spirit 

Giver of life  

we gather again with bread and wine 

seeking your presence 

longing to be nourished 

hungering for wholeness 

for unity and peace. 

We gather with bread and wine,  

Seeking your presence. 

We gather with creation all around us, 

with earth, air, fire and water still expanding through the universe, 

with the glory of the sun 

the witness of the moon 

the beauty of flowing water.  

Here we gather with bread and wine,  

seeking beauty. 

We gather with the abundance of creation, 

the green growing leafy things,  

the creatures of the day and night, and 

birds of the air. 

All full of your glory, 

all bearers of your presence, 

all part of a great harmony 

that we long to touch and taste and know once again. 
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We gather with bread and wine,  

seeking to be whole. 

So with everything that we see and sense around us 

with all things seen and unseen 

we join our souls in the song that rings throughout creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Ann Strickland 

 

With his disciples at the table 

Jesus blessed the bread and said, 

“This is my body, broken for you.” 
 

Silence 
 

Jesus then blessed the wine and said,  

“This is my lifeblood, poured out for you.” 

 
Silence 

 

Come upon us with your spirit, O God, 

and upon this bread of the earth. 

May it feed our longings for peace. 

 

Come upon us with your Spirit, O God, 

and upon this cup of blessing. 

May it set us free to love. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Presider and People 
 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 
Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
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A Song of Remembrance 
After the bread is broken we follow the lead of the Music Circle and sing the following anthem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion.  At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine. 
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 
 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

  
 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel 
moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  

Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  
Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 

Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup. 

 

Music During Communion | Birdsong 
By … Offered by Lisa Mandelkorn, E Cromwell, Ann Strickland, Tom Ringo & Marcus Lang. 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one 
another. The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the silence, we STAND and say together 
 

All  Living God, we thank you that in this  

sacrament you make yourself known to us. 

From now on, whenever we walk in strange places,  

we will find your footprints there; 

whenever we meet with unknown faces  

we will see your image there; 

whenever we stumble into unexpected joy,  

we will feel your heartbeat there. 

  Wherever we go we start from here.  

  Loving God, send us now into the world in peace,  

 and grant us the strength and courage to love and serve you 

 with gladness and singleness of heart; 

 through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
The Presider offers the blessing. 
 

May the love of God, 

the grace of Christ, 

and the Spirit’s peace 

be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

 

Procession to the Outside Font 
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We stay STANDING and sing 

Closing Hymn | Earth and All Stars 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Blessing of Individual Animals 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Dismissal 
Leader Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world rejoicing  

in the power of the Spirit! 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
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  “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.” 

                  —Matthew 18:20 

 

Where there is relationship,  

where there is love,  

there is Christ.  

Where there's conductor and ground— 

electrical flow.  

Loving community is Christ,  

each of us the fourth member of the Holy Trinity. 

Not “beside,” Jesus says, but among: 

in the in-between-ness,  

in the exchange of energy 

between us,  

the power of forgiveness, 

the light of gratitude, honor, affection, 

the death and resurrection of giving and receiving. 

Gather in that name, that mercy, and feel the 

Beloved humming between you. 

     
 

Steve Garnaas-Holmes | Unfolding Light | www.unfoldinglight.net 

 

 


