
A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. We remain SEATED to sing together. 

Gathering Song | I’m Coming Home 
Words and music by Skylar Grey  
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
A Call to Worship  
After the gathering is complete we are invited to stand as the Presider says: 
 

Leader Blessed be God: Above us, Beside us and Within us. 
People  May we know the light and peace of God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Leader  Here in this place, God’s light is streaming in. 
People  We gather in God’s light, to be light for the world. 
 

Leader  Here in this place, God’s hope is with us. 
People   Young and old, rich and poor, strong and weak: we gather to be renewed 

and welcomed home. 

 

Leader  Here in this place, God is alive within us. 
People   We gather to remember: to see Christ in ourselves and in each other. We 

gather to practice: to be aware, compassionate and to live with kindness. 
 

Leader Here in this place, we gather to find grace and be Grace 

People Here in this place. Amen. 

 
 

 
kl 

 

The Dead Sea in the Middle East receives fresh water, but it has no outlet, so it 

doesn't pass the water out. It receives beautiful water from the rivers, and the 

water goes dank. I mean, it just goes bad. And that's why it is the Dead Sea. It 

receives and does not give. In the end generosity is the best way of becoming 

more, more, and more joyful.  

 

kl 
 

from The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
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We remain STANDING and sing together 

Opening Hymn | I am Walking a Path of Peace 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect of the Day 
 

Leader  The Lord be with you. 

People          And also with you. 
Leader  Let us pray. 

Generous and life-giving God, we are grateful for the gifts you have given us. We know that 

all that we have belongs to you and is ours only to be used to serve our neighbors. Walk with 

us as we seek to discover what you call us to do and to be. Give us the gifts of wisdom, 

compassion and imagination that our life of grace may be closely linked with your Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 
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WE TELL THE STORY 
 

We SIT for the Reading 
 

The First Reading 
Genesis 50:15-21 

 

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against 

us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, 

“Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your 

brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants 

of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell 

down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! 

Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 

order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you 

and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

 The Reader says 

  The Word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 
 

We are invited to STAND and say the Psalm responsively. 

Psalm 103:1-13 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy Name. 

  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 

  He forgives all your sins and heals all your infirmities; 

  He redeems your life from the grave and crowns you with  

mercy and loving-kindness; 

 He satisfies you with good things, and your youth is renewed like an eagle's. 

 The Lord executes righteousness and judgment for all who are oppressed. 

 He made his ways known to Moses and his works to the children of Israel. 

 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, slow to anger and of great kindness. 

  He will not always accuse us, nor will he keep his anger for ever. 

He has not dealt with us according to our sins,  

nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 

  As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our sins from us. 

  As a father cares for his children, so does the Lord care for those who fear him. 
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We are SEATED for the second reading 

The Second Reading 
Romans 14:1-12 

 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some 

believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those 

who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed 

them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand 

or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be 

better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own 

minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of 

the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give 

thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the 

Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 

For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? 

For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every 

knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” So then, each of us will be 

accountable to God. 
 
 

The Reader says 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
 
We STAND and sing together 

Our Gospel Hymn | Thank You Lord 
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The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel 
Matthew 18:21-35 

 

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 

should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-

seven times. “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was 

brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and 

children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, 

saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that 

slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 

fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 

owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 

you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his 

fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 

lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave 

you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as 

I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire 

debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister 

from your heart.” 

 
After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

The Homily 

q 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

After the Homily we STAND and we re-affirm our faith in creed and prayer. 

We believe in God above us, 

maker and sustainer of all life, 

of sun and moon, 

of water and earth, 

of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

   On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

life-giving breath of the Church, 

she is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We continue to STAND as we pray 
 

Gathering 
Leader   “We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live 

to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord.”  
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader “As a father cares for his children, so does the Lord care.”   

Open our hearts to support others through prayer and response. 

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

God’s Compassion 
Leader   "The Lord is full of compassion and mercy.”  

Help us to practice compassion in a polarized world. 

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Leadership 
Leader    “They will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.” 

Guide world and faith leaders, and ourselves, in creating a God-centered world. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Loving God 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Care for Our Environment 
Leader    "For as the heavens are high above the earth, so is his mercy great upon those 

who fear him.”  

Empower us to stand and act for the climate and wild places. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Loving God 

All            receive our prayers. 
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Call Committee 
Leader   “Have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” 

Guide the mutual discernment of our Call Committee and the rector 

candidates. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Loving God 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Gratitude          
Leader    “In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.”  

We give thanks for the gifts of life and love, and for the gentleness of others. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Loving God 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Closing 
Leader    “So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's.”  
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OUR CONFESSION 

Presider God of compassion, you have searched us out and known us 

 All  And all that we are is open to you. 

 Forgive us, when we deny dignity to ourselves and to each other; 

Forgive us, when we use our power to dominate, and our weakness to 

manipulate; 

Forgive us, when we evade responsibility and forget to live with an 

abundant heart; 

 Remember us, when we lose our way. 
 

Presider  Once again, we turn to you God; 

All  We acknowledge our failings, 

We claim your love; 

We choose to remain whole.  
 

Presider God of welcome, you have called us home to you; 

 All  Let us walk in your presence,  

  with love in our hearts and truth in our minds, 

 Until, at the end of our journey, 

 We know the joy of our homecoming 

 And the welcome of your embrace. Amen. 
 

 

The Peace 
We continue with this act of community – the sharing of God’s Peace 
 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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As we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we STAND and sing as the offertory is collected. 
Song to Offer | What the World Needs Now 

Words and Music by Burt Bacharach & Hal David 
  

What the world needs now is love, sweet love 
It’s the only thing that there’s just too little of 
What the world needs now is love, sweet love 
No, not just for some but for everyone 
 

Lord, we don’t need another mountain 
There are mountains and hillsides enough to climb 
There are oceans and rivers enough to cross 
Enough to last until the end of time 
 

What the world needs now is love, sweet love 
It’s the only thing that there’s just too little of 
What the world needs now is love, sweet love 
No, not just for some but for everyone 
 

Lord, we don’t need another meadow 
There are cornfields and wheat fields enough to grow 
There are sunbeams and moonbeams enough to shine 
Oh, listen Lord, if You want to know 
 

What the world needs now is love, sweet love 
It’s the only thing that there’s just too little of 
What the world needs now is love, sweet love 
No, not just for some but for everyone 
No, not just for some but for everyone 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
We are invited to stand. Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary  

gift of welcome and love, and we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves— 
would be vehicles of that welcome.  

 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.  From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing.  You 

made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled 

against you, and wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would 

not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this 

day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting 

our voices to you as we sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Ann Strickland 

 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.  Living 

among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and 

proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon 

the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

 



                      Page 13                                     September 17, 2017 

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said:  
 

“Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant,  

which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.   

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body 

and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 

creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  In the fullness of time 

bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast 

at the banquet of the world. 
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People and Presider 
 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 
Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
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A Song of Remembrance 
After the bread is broken we follow the lead of the Music Circle and sing the following anthem. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion.  At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine. 
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 
 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

  
 

 
All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel 

moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  
Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 
Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup. 

 

 

 



                      Page 16                                     September 17, 2017 

 

Music During Communion | Winter Song  
by The Head & the Heart. Offered by Julianna Moeller. 

Tell me somethin', give me hope for the night 

We don't know how we feel 

We're just prayin' that we're doin' this right 

Though that's not the way it seems 

Summer gone, now winter's on its way 

I will miss the days we had 

The days we had 

I will miss the days we had 

The days we had 

Oh, I'll miss the days we had 

Loving, leaving, it's too late for this now 

Such esteem for each has gone 

Has time driven our season away? 

'Cause that's the way it seems 

In the world of the speech that is new 

I'll be back again to stay 

Again to stay 

I'll be back again to stay 

Again to stay 

I'll be back again to stay 
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Stand by Me 
by Ben E. King  
 

When the night has come 

And the land is dark 

And the moon is the only light we'll see 

No, I won't be afraid 

Oh, I won't be afraid 

Just as long as you stand 

Stand by me 
 

So darlin', darlin' 

Stand by me, oh, stand by me 

Oh, stand, stand by me 

Stand by me 
 

If the sky that we look upon 

Should tumble and fall 

Or the mountain should crumble to the sea 

I won't cry, I won't cry 

No, I won't shed a tear 

Just as long as you stand 

Stand by me 
 

And darlin', darlin' 

Stand by me, oh, stand by me 

Stand by me, stand by me 

Stand by me 
 

Whenever you're in trouble, won't you stand by me? 

Oh, stand by me 

Stand by me, stand by me, stand by me. 
 

Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one 
another. The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the silence, we stand and say together 
 

All  Living God, we thank you that in this  

sacrament you make yourself known to us. 

From now on, whenever we walk in strange places,  

we will find your footprints there; 

whenever we meet with unknown faces  

we will see your image there; 

whenever we stumble into unexpected joy,  

we will feel your heartbeat there. 

  Wherever we go we start from here.  

  Loving God, send us now into the world in peace,  

 and grant us the strength and courage to love and serve you 

 with gladness and singleness of heart; 

 through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
The Presider offers the blessing. 
 

May God’s love surround you;  

the peace of Christ enfold you; 

and the Holy Spirit lead you, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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We stay STANDING and sing 

Closing Hymn | Deep in our Hearts 
Words & music by  
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Our Birthday and Anniversary Song  
God Grant Them Many Years! 
 

Announcements 

 

Dismissal 
Leader Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world rejoicing  

in the power of the Spirit! 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

 

 

 

 

A Tibetan saying:  

 

“Wherever you have friends that’s your country,  

and wherever you receive love, that’s your home.” 


