
Grace Episcopal Church 

 

November 19, 2017 

Ministers | All of Us  

Priest in Charge | Joan Anthony 

Music & Arts | Ann Strickland 
 

 
A bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. We remain SEATED to sing together. 

Gathering Song | Bless the Lord My Soul 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
A Call to Worship  
After the gathering is complete we are invited to stand as the Presider says 
 

Presider We gather in this place today. 

People In the name of God who creates life. 

 In the name of Jesus who loves life. 

 In the name of the Spirit who is the fire of life. Amen. 
 
We remain STANDING and sing together 

Opening Hymn | Take O Take Me as I am 

 
 

Collect of the Day 
 

Leader  The Lord be with you. 

People          And also with you.  
Leader  Let us pray. 
God of blessing, you overcome those who abuse their power and lift up those who suffer.  

Even now when we are confronted with darkness, we trust that you will have the last word.  

Keep us faithful as we wait for the time when you will welcome all of your children into the 

place of justice, peace and love. Amen. 
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WE TELL THE STORY 
 

We SIT for the Reading 

The First Reading 
Zephaniah 1:7,12-18 

 

Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, 

he has consecrated his guests. At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the 

people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, “The Lord will not do 

good, nor will he do harm.” Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they 

build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from 

them. The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is 

bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day 

of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of 

trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. I will bring 

such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned against the Lord, 

their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold 

will be able to save them on the day of the Lord's wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall 

be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

 
The Reader says 

  The Word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 
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We are invited to STAND and say the Psalm responsively. 

 

Psalm 90:1-8, 12 

Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another. 

Before the mountains were brought forth,  

or the land and the earth were born, from age to age you are God. 

You turn us back to the dust and say, "Go back, O child of earth." 

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is  

past and like a watch in the night. 

You sweep us away like a dream; we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

In the morning it is green and flourishes; in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

For we consume away in your displeasure;  

we are afraid because of your wrathful indignation. 

Our iniquities you have set before you,  

and our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 

So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
 
We SIT for the Reading 
 

The Second Reading 
I Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything 

written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as 

labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in 

darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; 

we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake 

and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since 

we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the 

hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore 

encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
 
The Reader says 

  The Word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 
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We STAND and sing together 

Our Gospel Song | Be More Quiet Now 
By David Crowder 

 
The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel 
Matthew 25:14-30 

 

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 

them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then 

he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and 

made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But 

the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s 

money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the 

one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 

handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, 

good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 

things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 

‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to 

him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one talent 

also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, 

and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the 

ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did 

you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have 

invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 

interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who 

have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what 

they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

 
After the Gospel the Presider will say 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Homily 

q 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

After the Homily we STAND and we re-affirm our faith in creed and prayer. 
 

We believe in God above us, 

maker and sustainer of all life, 

of sun and moon, 

of water and earth, 

of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

   On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

life-giving breath of the Church, 

she is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We continue to STAND as we pray 
 

Gathering 
Leader    “You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not 

scatter?” 
 

Prayer Requests 
Leader   “Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.” 

Open our hearts to support others through prayer and response. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

God’s Compassion    
Leader  "So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.”   

Help us to practice compassion in a polarized world. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Leadership 
Leader   “Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand.” 

Guide world and faith leaders, and ourselves, in creating a God-centered world. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 
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Care of our Environment 
Leader  "For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past."  

Empower us to stand and act for the climate and wild places. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Call Committee and Future Rector 
Leader   “Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are 

doing.”  

Guide the mutual discernment of our Call Committee and the person who is to 

be our Rector. 

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Gratitude 
Leader   “Before the mountains were brought forth or the land and the earth were born, 

from age to age you are God.”  

We give thanks for you, O God; for the gifts of life and love, and the gentleness 

of others. 

 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 

Leader    Spirit of God 

All            receive our prayers. 

 

Closing 
Leader    “Well done, good and trustworthy servant; you have been trustworthy in a few 

things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.”  
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OUR CONFESSION 

Presider God of compassion, you have searched us out and known us. 

 All  All that we are is open to you. 

 Forgive us, when we deny dignity to ourselves and to each other; 

forgive us, when we use our power to dominate,  

and our weakness to manipulate; 

forgive us, when we evade responsibility and forget to live with an 

abundant heart;  

remember us, when we lose our way. 
 

Presider  Once again, we turn to you God; 

All  we acknowledge our failings, we claim your love; 

we choose to remain whole.  
 

Presider God of welcome, you have called us home to you; 

 All  Let us walk in your presence,  

  with love in our hearts and truth in our minds. 

 At the end of our journey, may 

 we know the joy of our homecoming 

 and the welcome of your embrace. Amen. 
 

 

The Peace 
We continue with the sharing of God’s Peace 
 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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As we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we stay STANDING and sing 

Song to Offer | Long Before the Night 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
We continue to stand. Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s  

extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine,  
ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  

 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.  From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing.  You 

made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled 

against you, and wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would 

not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this 

day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting 

our voices to you as we sing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Ann Strickland 
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.  Living 

among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and 

proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon 

the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said:  
 

“Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant,  

which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.   

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body 

and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 

creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  In the fullness of time 

bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast 

at the banquet of the world. 
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Presider and People 
 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Breaking and Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and the silence is broken with these words 
 
Presider  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
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A Song of Remembrance 
After the bread is broken we follow the lead of the Music Circle and sing the following anthem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. At Grace Church all are welcome to receive the bread and wine. 
The Presider extends that invitation by saying 
 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

  
 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine. Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel 
moved to receive. This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  

Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base.  
Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 

Music is offered as we receive the bread and cup. 

 

Music During Communion | Don’t Shy From the Light  
By Adam Agin and Troy Akers 

 
 

Keep it Quiet  
by Ra Ra Riot 
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Following communion we are invited to share the sounds of silence with one 
another. The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 

 

Song after Communion | Shine Your Light on Me 

 
 

GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 

Our Prayer after Communion 
After the song, we STAND and say together 
 

All  Living God, we thank you that in this  

sacrament you make yourself known to us. 

From now on, whenever we walk in strange places,  

we will find your footprints there; 

whenever we meet with unknown faces  

we will see your image there; 

whenever we stumble into unexpected joy,  

we will feel your heartbeat there. 

  Wherever we go we start from here.  

  Loving God, send us now into the world in peace,  

 and grant us the strength and courage to love and serve you 

 with gladness and singleness of heart; 

 through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Blessing 
The Presider offers the blessing. 
 

May the love of God, 

the grace of Christ, 

and the Spirit’s peace 

be with you always. 

Amen. 
 

We stay STANDING and sing 

Closing Hymn | I am Walking a Path of Peace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Birthdays, Anniversaries & Announcements 
 

Dismissal 
Leader Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Let us go forth into the world rejoicing  

in the power of the Spirit!  

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia 


