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Grace Episcopal Church 

The Feast of the Resurrection 
Ministers | All of Us 

Rector | Wren Blessing 

Music & Arts | Ann Strickland 

 
  

Mysteries, Yes 

“Truly, we live with mysteries too marvelous 
to be understood. 

How grass can be nourishing in the 
mouths of the lambs. 
How rivers and stones are forever 
in allegiance with gravity, 
while we ourselves dream of rising. 

How two hands touch and the bonds 
will never be broken. 
How people come, from delight or the 
scars of damage, 
to the comfort of a poem. 

Let me keep my distance, always, from those 
who think they have the answers. 

Let me keep company always with those who say 
“Look!” and laugh in astonishment, 
and bow their heads.”   

by Mary Oliver 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Gathering Song | Light of a Clear Blue Morning  
By Dolly Parton. Offered by Darden Burns 
 

It’s been a long dark night and I’ve been waiting for the morning 

It’s been a long hard fight but I see a brand new day a-dawning 

I’ve been looking for the sunshine, ‘cause I ain’t seen it in so long 

Everything’s gonna work out fine 

Everything’s gonna be alright, it’s gonna be okay 

 

I can see the light of a clear blue morning 

I can see the light of a brand new day 

I can see the light of a clear blue morning 

Everything’s gonna be alright, it’s gonna be okay 

 

It’s been a long long time since I’ve known the taste of freedom  

And those clinging vines that had me bound well I don’t need them 

I’ve been like a captured eagle, you know an eagle’s born to fly 

Now that I have found my freedom  

Like an eagle I am eager for the sky 

 

The Light 
We sing following the lead of the Cantor as she carries the Paschal Candle.  
 

Cantor  The Light of Christ has come into the world.  

People  The Light of Christ has come into the world. 
 
The people standing, the Celebrant proclaims  

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
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Easter Hymn | Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
We sing and children walk forward to flower the cross. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Words: Latin, 14th cent.; tr. Lyra Davidica, stanza 4 Charles Wesley. Music: Easter Hymn, from Lyra Davidica. 
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The Celebrant then says  

The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Let us pray.  
 

God of joy and surprise, like the women who came to the tomb and found it empty, set our 

feet upon a resurrection path. Nourish us today. Help us know that we are risen with you and 

that you are making all things new. Amen. 
 Collect written by Linda Fullerton 

 

 

WE HEAR THE STORY 
 
All are now seated for the first reading. 

Reader  A reading from Isaiah.  

 

Isaiah 25:6-9 
 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged 

wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy on this 

mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; he will 

swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace 

of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, 

Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have 

waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

 
After the Reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord.  

All   Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 118:1-2,14-24 
We stand and say the psalm responsively. 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever. 

Let Israel now proclaim, "His mercy endures for ever." 

The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. 

There is a sound of exultation and victory in the tents of the righteous: 

"The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 

the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!" 

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 

The Lord has punished me sorely, but he did not hand me over to death. 

Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them;  

I will offer thanks to the Lord. 

"This is the gate of the Lord; he who is righteous may enter." 

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me and have become my salvation. 

The same stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

All are now seated for the reading. 

Reader   A reading from The Acts of the Apostles.  
 

Acts 10:34-43 
 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You 

know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. 

That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 

good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all 

that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God 

raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen 

by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 

dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name." 
 

After the reading, the Reader will say 

The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  
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We stand for the Gospel Hymn. 

Gospel Hymn | Now the Green Blade Riseth 
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The people stand and the Gospel is introduced by saying 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the 

living one; I was dead and behold I am alive forevermore.  

All  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

People  Glory to you Lord Christ.  

 

The Gospel  

John 20:1-18 

 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 

that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 

disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and 

we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward 

the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 

first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon 

Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the 

cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 

Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet 

they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to 

their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 

tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head 

and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They 

have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she 

turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she 

said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 

away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 

Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 

go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told 

them that he had said these things to her. 

 
After the Gospel the Celebrant says 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

People  Praise to you Lord Christ. Alleluia! 
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The Homily 
 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 

Celebrant Praise to God who has given us life. 

People  Blessed be God for the gift of love. 
 

Celebrant Please stand and renew the promise of the faith we share. 

Do you believe in God? 

People We believe in God, the creator of heaven and earth. 

 God is the maker and sustainer 

 of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

People We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the word made flesh. 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 Life-giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and of life everlasting. 
 

Celebrant Will you continue in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People We will, with God’s help. 
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Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fail, repent and return to 

the Lord? 

People We will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People We will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People We will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity 

of every human being? 

People We will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 God of life, by water and the Spirit you have bestowed upon us forgiveness, and 

you have raised us to a new life of grace. Sustain us, O Lord, by your spirit. Give 

us compassionate and discerning hearts, the courage to will and to persevere, a 

spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.  

  Amen. 

 
As we sing we remember the gift of new life in baptism. 

Song | See I Make All Things New  
By Francis Patrick O’Brien 
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Prayers of the People 
We remain standing and offer our prayers aloud and silently. 
 

Gathering 
Leader  “Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene  

came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.” 

We give thanks for Jesus’ resurrection, and for the transformation in our lives 

and in the world. 
 

We gather silently in prayer. 
 

Gratitude 
Leader “This is the work of the Lord, how wonderful in our eyes.”  

We give thanks for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the 

mystery of love.   
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Risen Christ, you are present. 

All  Hear our prayer 

 

All People 
Leader  “God’s love is for ever.”  

We pray for all nations of the world, and for all who are vulnerable. Give our 

children courage to witness to truth, and to use their gifts in the service of 

justice and peace.    
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Risen Christ, you are present. 

All  Hear our prayer 

 

The World 
Leader  “This is the work of the Lord, how wonderful in our eyes.”  

God give us reverence for your earth and for all life. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Risen Christ, you are present. 

All  Hear our prayer 
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Needs in Our Community 
Leader “Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces.”  

We lift up those on our prayer list and those whom we carry in our hearts. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
 

Leader    Risen Christ, you are present. 

All  Hear our prayer 

 

Closing 
Leader “Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the 

Lord.’”  

Give us ears to hear and courage to share your good news. 

 

The Peace 

Please stand as the Celebrant says 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 
We greet one another in God’s name. 
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I'll rise like the day 

I'll rise up 

I'll rise unafraid 

I'll rise up 

And I'll do it a thousand times 

again 

For you 

For you 

For you 

For you 

 

All we need all we need is hope 

And for that we have each other 

And for that we have each other 

And we will rise 

We will rise 

We'll rise 

We'll rise 

 

I'll rise up 

Rise like the day 

I'll rise up 

In spite of the ache 

I will rise a thousand times again 

And we'll rise up 

High like the waves 

We'll rise up 

In spite of the ache 

We'll rise up 

And we'll do it a thousand times 

again 

For you 
 

We can be seated and listen as our gifts are collected and the table is set. 

Offertory Anthem | Rise Up 
By Andra Day and Jenn Decilveo. Offered by Nina Davis at 9am and Eva Kurtzman at 11am. 
 

You're broken down and tired 

Of living life on a merry-go-round 

And you can't find the fighter 

But I see it in you so we gonna walk it out 

Move mountains 

We gonna walk it out 

And move mountains 
 

And I'll rise up 

I'll rise like the day 

I'll rise up 

I'll rise unafraid 

I'll rise up 

And I'll do it a thousand times again 

And I'll rise up 

High like the waves 

I'll rise up 

In spite of the ache 

I'll rise up 

And I'll do it a thousand times again 

For you 

For you 

For you 

For you 

 

When the silence isn't quiet 

And it feels like it's getting hard to breathe 

And I know you feel like dying 

But I promise we'll take the world to its feet 

Move mountains 

Bring it to its feet 

Move mountains 

And I'll rise up 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says  

The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

People  We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 

Then, facing the Table, the Celebrant continues  

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You 

made us in your image and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and 

wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. 

Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with 

Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity lifting our voices to you 

as we sing:  
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God.  
 

Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick 

and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we 

were heedless of his call to walk in love.  
 

Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be 

glorified by you.  
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said: “Drink this, all of you. And whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.”  

 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice.  
 

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe 

your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for 

the world you have made.  
 

In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people 

and nation, to feast at the banquet of the world.  
 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.  
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say  
People and Celebrant 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   

  hallowed be thy Name,   

  thy kingdom come,   

  thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,   

  but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,   

  and the power, and the glory,   

  for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

The Breaking of the Bread  
The Celebrant breaks the Bread and a period of silence is kept. The silence is broken with these words.  
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

All  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia!  
 

A Song of Remembrance | Come and Fill Our Hearts 
After the bread is broken we sing 
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Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Please know that at Grace Church the bread and wine is for all who seek it. This sacrament is God’s free 
gift. Assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer 

that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy. 

 

Song During Communion | Lift Your Voice Rejoicing Mary  

Words: Latin; tr. Elizabeth Rundle Charles. Music: Fisk of Gloucester, Thomas Foster, arr. D. Burns. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Following communion we share silence with one another.  

The quiet will last a few minutes and will begin and end with a bell.  
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After communion we join in singing the following hymn  

Song After Communion | Hallelujah 
Original song by Leonard Cohen, additional lyrics by Scott Lawrence. 
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GOING OUT INTO GOD’S WORLD 
 

Now we depart to live the Good News of resurrection in the world around us. 

 

Our Prayer After Communion 
We say together  

 

Eternal God,  

you have graciously accepted us as living members  

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  

and you have fed us with spiritual food  

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  

Send us now into the world in peace,  

and grant us the strength and courage  

to love and serve you  

with gladness and singleness of heart;  

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

The Blessing of Easter 
Now may the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 

shepherd of the sheep, make you perfect in every good work to do his will. And the grace of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 

always. Amen.  
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Closing Song | Rise  
Words and Music by Eddie Vedder, additional lyrics by Scott Lawrence. 

 

Such is the way of the world, can never know  

Just where to put all your faith, and how will it grow.  

Gonna rise up, burning black holes in dark memories.  

Gonna rise up, turning mistakes into gold.  
 

Such is the passage of time, too fast to fold.  

Suddenly swallowed by signs, lo and behold.  

Gonna rise up and find my direction magnetically.  

Gonna rise up and throw down my ace in the hole.   
 

Such are the stories we bring, telling the toll.  

Laughter and tears fill the sky, echo below.  

Gonna rise up and stand in the light that I cannot see.  

Gonna rise up and live all the stories I know.  

 

Such are the songs that we sing, fears to unfold.  

Music, like water, wells up, unbending our soul.  

Gonna rise up and fly from the tomb that’s been holding me.  

Gonna rise up and sing myself a new home.  
 

 

DISMISSAL  
 

At the conclusion of the service we offer the following dismissal 

 

People  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

Celebrant Let us go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!  

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sonnet XV  

Easter Dawn 
 
He blesses every love which weeps and grieves 
And now he blesses hers who stood and wept 
And would not be consoled, or leave her love’s 
Last touching place, but watched as low light crept 
Up from the east. A sound behind her stirs 
A scatter of bright birdsong through the air. 
She turns, but cannot focus through her tears, 
Or recognise the Gardener standing there. 
She hardly hears his gentle question ‘Why, 
Why are you weeping?’, or sees the play of light 
That brightens as she chokes out her reply 
‘They took my love away, my day is night’ 
And then she hears her name, she hears Love say 
The Word that turns her night, and ours, to Day. 
 

by Malcolm Guite 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://audioboo.fm/boos/339341-xv-easter-dawn
http://audioboo.fm/boos/339341-xv-easter-dawn
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In sure and certain hope of the resurrection, 

we give flowers today in remembrance and 

thanksgiving for 
 

 

Margaret & Paul Ryan 

Ginny & Ken Sullivan 

Carol Anne Blessing 

Hilma & Gordon Carlson 

Jim& Beulah Downing 

Jim Carlson 

CJ Hall 

Adelia Hall 

Carroll Hall 

Ken Schuricht 

Robert Holland McDole 

Mark Vandersluis 

Barbara Vandersluis 

Fred & Ann Shryock 

Rita Hebard 

Ward & Eleanore Doland 

June & Bob Glendening 

Maria & Bela Szigethy 

Karin & Eric Lagerloef 

Lucille Lagerloef 

Tom & Eric Lagerloef 

Hobart & Grace Matthews 

Melissa Matthews 

Roy Eppley 

Rose & Abner Rider 

Jim Blaney 

Albert Jeffcoat 

Jean & Bill Bentley 

 

 

Al & Lee Rohrbacher 

Susan Vickery Webb 

Avery Chappell Smith 

Millie & John Howell 

John J. Crane 

Peter G. Mitchell 

Linda Fullerton 

Chuck Munat 

Ed, Carol & Carol Judith Howe 

Leila Beck 

Sister Mary Burke 

Stephen Aron 

Mary, George & Anna Anderson 

Chet & Nancy Bennett 

Barbara Connelly Ratner 

Deana Rene Mendenhall 

Dr. Robert Hegstrom 

Jeannie “Laurie” Newton 

Carlyle & Lily Livingston 

Meg Reynolds-Gooch 

Nathan Keliher 

Karen & Victor Ledoux 

Evie & Richardson Blair 

Webster & Mary Hill 

Eve Quitslund 

Ursula-Eva Neupert 

Rae Cheney 

Dick Walker 
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