
Your Grace leaders have been working hard and want you to know what we're working on. If there's 
already lots of info about a program or decision in the e-News, we don't plan to share it here. So, briefly: 

PMC - news bits from recent meetings 

ü Outreach continues to provide Service Sunday opportunities right in church--every 4th Sunday. 
Outreach hopes to provide "Butterfly" grants to a few local community help agencies AND will 
focus month by month on the work of a different Grace Partner (Helpline, Fishline, KIAC (Kitsap 
Immigrant Assistance Center),  Resurreccion, Streets of Seattle, Peace Trees Vietnam, Moms 
Morning Retreat). 

ü Pastoral Care is busy developing a "Memorial Reception Committee." According to co-chairs 
Fran Moen, Terry Jones & Necie Toohey, "A reception, hosted by the community of Grace, is a 
beautiful ministry of hospitality [offered] to parish families in time of grief. The Committee will 
work with the family in the planning of the reception. We will enlist assistance from the Grace 
community to provide simple food,  and will include set up and clean up before, during and after 
a memorial service...Some families will still choose to hire a caterer for the food, but the 
Committee can provide other assistance not supplied by the caterer day of the event (such as 
table set up)." 

ü Parish Life rolled with Homecoming in September, then in October was instrumental in all 
details for the Parish Retreat (especially housing and dinners). Happily, we welcomed several 
"first time" attendees. 

ü Faith Formation is on a roll; see the e-News for all offerings.  
ü Earth & Spirit: Grace and Bethany Lutheran are collaborating on several November events 

"Climate Change and Faith: What Can We Do?" 
ü Membership is welcoming new folks at the door and every so often hosting a scrumptious "get 

to know you better" dinner. 

Vestry - news notes from recent meetings 

ü Policy Change to Gifts policy: at its August meeting, the Vestry revised several policies to give 
the vestry and rector greater responsibility for gifts and memorials that come to us as 
"Undesignated" gifts, i.e. the donor hasn't said how he/she wants the gift used. Expect a 
wardens' letter in early November. 

ü Treasurers' Reports: our Treasurer, Deborah Schenk, and the Budget & Finance committee 
provide the vestry with detailed reports of Grace's financial status. The good news is that the 
budget is currently in balance and projected to end the year in balance, as long as pledges come 
in as forecast. Questions? contact Deborah or the Wardens 

ü Attendance: Budget & Finance committee member Bill Anderson analyzed membership trends 
and found very positive news (from the Treasurer's Report):  "2016 and 2017 saw a drop in 
attendance of 10-15%.  2018 saw an increase of almost 12%.  The first quarter of 2019 was 
almost 14% great than 1Q of 2018 and the second quarter was more than 32% greater than 2Q 



of 2018.  The 3Q is down 7% (due to one less Sunday).  Easter 2019 was 38% greater than 2018 
and Christmas 2018 was 39% greater than 2017.  Overall attendance is increasing." 

ü Strategic Plan Talk Sessions:  The vestry and PMC want your ideas about the strategic plan draft 
introduced by Wren in her homily in early October. The first Talk Session, facilitated by vestry 
and PMC members, was held Oct. 20. Two more sessions are planned, dates TBD. You can also 
post us a note on the large poster in the hallway of Walker Hall. "It's a Plan": we can't do it 
without you!  

ü H.R.: The finalized Employee Handbook was presented in August by Human Resources director 
Judy McKenzi e. In October, the vestry heard  summary information from the parish's Mutual 
Ministry Review with rector Wren Blessing. Goals from the MMR include:  completing our 
strategic plan, conducting a review of facilities, improving communications from the vestry to 
the parish, and implementing a plan to help the parish better understand the rector's role and 
parish expectations. 

 

PMC Program Ministers: Membership, Mairead Shutt & Amanda Grossman; Parish Life, Pegge Ashcroft 
& Rachel Brandt; Outreach, Heather Paar & Cindy Logan; Pastoral Care, Fran Moen & Florrie Munat; 
Tribes, Jane Crane & Judy Cozine; Earth & Spirit, open; Clerk, open. 

Vestry Members - Wardens: Tom Tyner, Daphne Davies; Trustees- Finance, Deborah Schenk; 
Development, Julie Shryock; Human Resources, Judy McKenzie; Leadership Development, Don 
Warkentin; Place for Grace, open; Trustees-at-Large, Chuck Bombardier, Brian Forbush; Clerk, Lynette 
Baisch. 

Minutes of each meeting are available, once approved, the month following. Please ask at the Grace 
office, Mondays through Thursdays. 

Questions about "In Brief" ? Please email Daphne Davies. 

 

 

 


