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Dear God, I will try this day to live a simple, sincere, and serene life, 

repelling promptly every thought of discontent, anxiety, discouragement, 

impurity and self-seeking;  cultivating cheerfulness, magnanimity,  

charity, and the habit of holy silence; exercising economy in expenditure, 

generosity I giving, carefulness in conversation, diligence in appointed  

service, fidelity to every trust, and a childlike faith in God. 

In particular I will try to be faithful in those habits of prayer, work, study, 

physical exercise, eating, and sleep which I believe the Holy Spirit has 

shown me to be right.  

As I cannot in my own strength do this,  nor even with a hope of success 

attempt it, I look to you, O God, my creator, in Jesus my savior and thank 

you for the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
  

We remain SEATED. A Bell rings. We listen to the longing of our hearts. 

Gathering Song  |  Shine Your Light on Me 

 
 

 

Call to Worship 
Please STAND. The service begins with these words. 
 

Presider We enter into worship this day. 
People    In the name of the God who creates life. 

  In the name of the Savior who loves life. 

In the name of the Spirit who is the fire of life. Amen. 
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We stay STANDING and sing together. 

Opening Song | Let All Things Now Living 
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COLLECT FOR EPIPHANY 
 

We stay STANDING and affirm our intention to be here. 
 

Presider The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Presider Holy God, Peter, James and John found it good to come apart that they might 

see your glory. Help us to spend time in your presence that our faith might be 

strengthened. Give us the courage in that faith to daily return to the world 

serving you with love and gratitude. Amen. 

 

 

WE TELL THE STORY 
 

All are now SEATED for the first Reading.  
 

First Reading  
2 Kings 2:1-12 

 

Narrator: A narrative reading from the Second Book of Kings 
 

Narrator: Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and  

Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 
 

Elijah: Elisha, Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel. 
 

Elisha: As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you. 
 

Narrator: So they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to 

Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you? 
 

Elisha: Yes, I know. Keep silent. 
 

Elijah: Elisha, stay here for the Lord has sent me to Jericho. 
 

Elisha: As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you. 

 

 

 
(Continued on Next Page) 



The Last Sunday After Epiphany                                                Page 5                   February 11, 2018
 
    
                                             

Narrator: So they came to Jericho. The company of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to 

Elisha and said to him. “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” 
 

Elisha: Yes, I know; be silent. 
 

Elijah: Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan. 
 

Elisha: As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you. 
 

Narrator: So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood a 

some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and 

rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and the other, until the two of 

them crossed on dry ground. 
 

Elijah: Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you. 
 

Elisha: Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit. 

 

Elijah: You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted 

you; if not, it will not. 
 

Narrator: As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 

them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and cried out 
 

Elisha: Father, Father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen! 
 

Narrator: When he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes, and tore them in two pieces. 

 
After the Reading, the Reader will say 

 The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 50:1-6 
We STAND and say the Psalm responsively. 

 

 The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken;  

he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty,  

God reveals himself in glory. 

 Our God will come and will not keep silence;  

before him there is a consuming flame, 

    and round about him a raging storm. 

 He calls the heavens and the earth from above  

to witness the judgment of his people. 

 "Gather before me my loyal followers,  

those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice." 

 Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; for God himself is judge. 

 

 
All are now SEATED for the second Reading.  

Second Reading 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

 
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has 

blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord 

and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” 

who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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We STAND together and sing 

Gospel Song  |  Alleluia  
Adapted from Exultate, Jubilate by Mozart. 

 

 

 

 
The Presider then introduces the Gospel by saying 

Presider  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus according to Mark. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

The Gospel 
Mark 9:2-9 

 
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. 

And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth 

could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then 

Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one 

for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud 

overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to 

him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. As they 

were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after 

the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

 
After the Gospel the Presider will say 

Presider  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Homily 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR RESPONSE TO THE STORY 
 

We STAND say together these words. 
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of male and female. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor. 

 He was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present. 

 And his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 The Holy Spirit of pentecostal fire, 

 Life-Giving breath of the Church, 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 Source of resurrection and life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
We stay STANDING as we pray. 
 

Gathering 
Leader  “And Jesus was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling 

white, such as no one on earth could bleach them.”  

All   God's bright glory has risen for us.  
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

  

Prayer Requests 
Leader    “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.”  

We offer prayers for those on our prayer list and all who are on our hearts  

and minds. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

  

Families 
Leader    “Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here.”  

We seek to live in harmony and peace with one another, young and old,  

weak and strong.   
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

  

Leadership                                  
Leader    “Our God will come and will not keep silent.” 

  May God bless leaders of the world and faith communities with the  

boldness to speak truth and work for peace. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

  

Our Community and The New Rector 
Leader   “For it is God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ who has shone  

in our hearts.”  

Open us to this new relationship with excitement and love. 
 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 
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Gratitude 
Leader    “God has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.” 

  Loving God, we thank you for your steadfast presence!  
  

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

  

Closing 
Leader    “Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, 

‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’”  

 All  Let us remember to listen with our hearts. 

 
 

The Peace 
We continue with this act of community - sharing of God’s peace. 
 

Presider   The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People     And also with you. 

 
 
As we finish exchanging God’s peace with each other, we are SEATED as we listen to this song. 

A Song to Offer  |  Blessed Assurance 
By Phoebe P. Knapp. Offered by Connie Culver. 
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THE CELEBRATION OF OUR SACRED MEAL 
 

Once the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands we remember God’s extraordinary gift of welcome and love, and 
we ask that once again the ordinary things of life—bread, wine, ourselves—would be vehicles of that welcome.  
 

The Lord be with you. 

All  And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From 

before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all 

things into being: sun, moon and stars; earth, wind and waters; and every living thing. You 

made us in your image, male and female, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we 

rebelled against you, and wandered far away. And yet, as a mother cares for her children, 

you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 

eternity lifting our voices to you as we sing:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
© Abingdon Press, admin. by The Copyright Co. Translated by Josué Alvarez and Debi Tyree. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

(Repeat Verse 1) 
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Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin 

and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your 

willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus, the holy child of God. Living 

among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick and 

proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were 

heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the 

cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you. 

 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave 

thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, 

 

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again he gave thanks to you, gave it to 

them and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is the cup of the new Covenant,  

which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.   

Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Now, gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and 

risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer you our gifts of bread and wine, and 

ourselves, a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body 

and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new 

creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.  In the fullness of time 

bring us, with all your saints from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast 

at the banquet of the world. 

 

All this we ask through Jesus Christ. By him and with him and in him, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen.  
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People and Presider 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name,        

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those 

    who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept. The silence is broken with these words. 
 

Presider Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All  Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia.  
 

Now we are invited to share the gifts of communion. The Presider extends that invitation by saying 
 

  The Gifts of God for the People of God 
 

All are invited to receive the bread and the wine.  
Please know that at Grace Church this common meal is for all who feel moved to receive.  

This sacrament is God’s gift to all, and is not tied to membership, doctrine or creed.  
Please assist the Chalice Bearers by tipping the cup from the base. 

Please tell your server if you prefer a wafer that is free from gluten, soy and dairy. 

 

Music During Communion | Transfiguration  
By Sufjan Stevens. Offered by Darden Burns. 
 

When he took the three disciples to the mountainside to pray  

His countenance was modified, his clothing was aflame.  

Two men appeared, Moses and Elijah came, they were at his side  

The prophecy, the legislation spoke of whenever he would die 
 

Then there came a word of what he should accomplish on the day  

Then Peter spoke, to make of them a tabernacle place  

A cloud appeared in glory as an accolade  

They fell on the ground, a voice arrived, the voice of God  

The face of God covered in a cloud 
 

What he said to them, the voice of God, the most beloved son  

Consider what he says to you, consider what's to come  

The prophecy was put to death, was put to death and so will the son  

And keep your word, disguise the vision Till the time has come 
 

Lost in the cloud, a voice Have no fear, we draw near  

Lost in the cloud, a sign Son of man, turn your ear 

Lost in the cloud, a voice Lamb of God, we draw near  

Lost in the cloud, a sign Son of man, son of God 
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Music During Communion | O God of Love, O God of Peace 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are invited to share the sounds of silence with one another. 
The quiet will last a few minutes–and will begin and end with a bell. 

For all of us, young and otherwise, these simple moments of stillness are offered 
as a chance to find ourselves held in the timeless presence of God. 

 



The Last Sunday After Epiphany                                                Page 16                   February 11, 2018
 
    
                                             

Song After Communion  |  Hallelujah 
Music by Leonard Cohen. New Lyrics by Scott Lawrence.  
We remain SEATED and sing together. 
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GOING OUT INTO THE WORLD 
 

 

We STAND say together 

Our Common Prayer 
 

Loving God, 

we give you thanks 

for restoring us in your image 

and nourishing us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of Christ's Body and Blood. 

Now send us forth 

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 

that we may proclaim your love to the world 

and continue in the risen life of Christ. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
The Presider offers this blessing.   
 

May the wisdom of God, 

the love of Christ, 

and the peace of the Spirit, 

shine brightly in your lives 

this day and always. Amen. 
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We remain STANDING and sing together. 

Closing Song  | Halle Halle Halle 
Traditional Caribbean 
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We may be SEATED for announcements. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Announcements  
 

Dismissal                                                                                             
We are sent out into the world with these words. 
 

Leader  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!   

Let us go forth into the world  

rejoicing in the power of the Spirit! 
 

People  Thanks be to God.   

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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