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MAUNDY THURSDAY 
 

“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.”  
—John 13:34 
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Grace Episcopal Church 

A Liturgy for Maundy Thursday 

March 29, 2018  

Ministers  |  All of Us 

Rector | Wren Blessing 

Music & Arts |  Ann Strickland 

 

GATHERING AND BREAKING BREAD TOGETHER 
We wait quietly and then enter the Sanctuary together singing and find a place at the table. 

GATHERING SONG  |  COME MY WAY, MY TRUTH, MY LIFE 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Words: George Herbert (1593-1633). Music: The Call, Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958). 
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READING AND REFLECTION 

 
Leavings 

by Wendell Berry 

 

Yes, though hope is our duty, 

let us live a while without it 

to show ourselves we can. 

Let us see that, without hope, 

we still are well. Let hopelessness 

shrink us to our proper size. 

Without it we are half as large 

as yesterday, and the world 

is twice as large. My small 

place grows immense as I walk 

upon it without hope. 

Our springtime rue anemones 

as I walk among them, hoping  

not even to live, are beautiful 

as Eden, and I their kinsman 

am immortal in their moment. 
 

SONG  |  MUCH ABIDES   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ann Strickland  
 

 

 

Out of charity let us pray 

for the great ones of politics 

and war, the intellectuals, 

scientists, and advisors, 

the golden industrialists, 

the CEOs, that they too 

may wake to a day without hope 

that in their smallness they 

may know the greatness of Earth 

and Heaven by which they so far 

live, that they may see 

themselves in their enemies, 

and from their great wants fallen 

know the small immortal 

joys of beasts and birds. 
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READING AND REFLECTION 
 

Remember 
by Joy Harjo 

 

Remember the sky that you were born under, 

know each of the star’s stories. 

Remember the moon, know who she is. I met her 

in a bar once in Iowa City. 

Remember the sun’s birth at dawn, that is the 

strongest point of time. Remember sundown 

and the giving away to night. 

Remember your birth, how your mother struggled 

to give you form and breath. You are evidence of 

her life, and her mother’s, and hers. 

Remember your father. He is your life also. 

Remember the earth whose skin you are: 

red earth, black earth, yellow earth, white earth 

brown earth, we are earth. 

Remember the plants, trees, animal life who all have their 

tribes, their families, their histories, too. Talk to them, 

listen to them. They are alive poems. 

Remember the wind. Remember her voice. She knows the 

origin of this universe. I heard her singing Kiowa war 

dance songs at the corner of Fourth and Central once. 

Remember that you are all people and that all people are you. 

Remember that you are this universe and that this universe is you. 

Remember that all is in motion, is growing, is you. 

Remember that language comes from this. 

Remember the dance that language is, that life is. 
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SONG  |  MUCH ABIDES   

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ann Strickland  

 

THE GOSPEL |  JOHN 13:1-17, 31-35    

 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and 

go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had 

already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing 

that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, 

got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water 

into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around 

him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus answered, 

“You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never 

wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, 

“Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does 

not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” 

For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.” After he had 

washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know 

what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, 

your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set 

you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not 

greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these 

things, you are blessed if you do them. When he had gone our, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 

glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 

himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for 

me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By 

this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
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REFLECTION 
Wren Blessing 
 

 

THE FOOT WASHING 
After the readings and reflection, time is allowed for the foot washing, and we fill the room with music and quiet.  

 

COMMUNION AND COMMUNITY 
We share in communion gathered around the tables where we have eaten, recalling Jesus gathered with his friends in the 
upper room. As we pass the bread and wine, we sing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION |  WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music & Lyrics by Ann Strickland © 2012 
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THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 

 

LISTEN AND WATCH 
Stay as you are able. Leave in silence when you are ready. 
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Good Friday  March 30 | 12 & 7pm 

Easter Day April 1 | 9am Holy Eucharist 

 11am Holy Eucharist 

 12pm Easter Egg Hunt 

   

 


