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 What Is Truth?, Nikolai Ge, 1890 

 

 

           What if God were Queen of heaven? 

If our God were Queen of heaven we could burn incense to her and bake 

cakes for her, and our adoration would be acceptable. If our God were 

Queen of heaven, her crown would rest on hair long and curly and 

rainbowed, and we could grab onto that hair as we nursed and so would be 

saved from falling. Her shining face, smooth and clear as light, would 

enliven the universe. And when we were poor, the Queen would take 

from her necklace flowing with pearls and opals and every colored gem 

perhaps an amber to fill our needs. The resplendent gold of her majestic 

robe would be what we call the sun, and the sheen of her nightdress the 

moon. Her rule would reach to the deepest corners of the darkness; her 

beauty would rout the devils and her wisdom would rear the world. 
 

~ Gail Ramshaw, A Metaphysical God: An Abecedary of Images for God 
 (Liturgical Training Publications, 1995)  

 

 

 

 



Before the Ancient One, Christ Stands 
 

Before the Ancient One, Christ stands, 

enrobed in cloud and bright as snow, 

five wounds imprint his side, feet, hands, 

and thorns, the garland on his brow. 

Yet thrones and powers fall to the knee 

and weave a song of majesty, 

for what the world admires as gain 

is not the essence of Christ’s reign, 

and strength is his, and name and might, 

because he pitied humans’ plight. 

 

Who was, who is, and is to come 

as servant lived in human sphere; 

compassion was his diadem; 

his glory was the gentle tear; 

humility, his purple garb; 

the healing hand, his royal orb. 

Such love drew ire and ire drew death, 

but God has proved the truer strength, 

and through all space the host proclaims 

the name above all other names. 

 

Now in the latter days you call, 

O Christ, and plead the premise clear, 

that power grasped is none at all, 

and serving shows your Spirit near. 

As nations clash and wisdom wanes, 

as glories tempt and greed sustains, 

you bid us choose in every hour 

the power of love, the greatest power, 

that love may herald God’s domain, 

and you, at last, may come to reign. 
 

~ Susan Palo Cherwien  

Come, Beloved of the Maker: Hymns of Susan Palo Cherwien, vol. 2 

(Augsburg Fortress, 2010) 



Gathering Song | The Leaves Fall Patiently  
Words: Sara Teasdale; Music: Ann Strickland

 

 

A Call to Worship 

Celebrant Open our hearts. 

All   New every morning are your mercies. 

Celebrant Set free our voices. 

All   New every morning is your song. 

Celebrant Guide our feet. 

All   New every morning is your faithfulness.  
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Opening Song | Here I Am Lord 
Text: Isaiah 6; text adapt. and music: Daniel L. Schutte. 9:30 am only 
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The Collect 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-beloved Son, 

our Sovereign: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, riven with conflict and held in 

bondage by fear, may be freed and brought together under Christ’s most gracious rule; who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

We are seated for the reading. 

The First Reading | Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 

As I watched, 

thrones were set in place, 

and an Ancient One took his throne, 

his clothing was white as snow, 

and the hair of his head like pure wool; 

his throne was fiery flames, 

and its wheels were burning fire. 

A stream of fire issued 

and flowed out from his presence. 

A thousand thousands served him, 

and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. 

The court sat in judgment, 

and the books were opened. 

As I watched in the night visions, 

I saw one like a human being 

coming with the clouds of heaven. 

And he came to the Ancient One 

and was presented before him. 

To him was given dominion 

and glory and kingship, 

that all peoples, nations, and languages 

should serve him. 

His dominion is an everlasting dominion 

that shall not pass away, 

and his kingship is one 

that shall never be destroyed. 
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After the reading, the Reader will say 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

We stand and say the Psalm. 

Psalm | 93 

The Lord is King; 

he has put on splendid apparel;  

the Lord has put on his apparel 

and girded himself with strength. 

He has made the whole world so sure  

that it cannot be moved; 

Ever since the world began, your throne has been established;  

you are from everlasting. 

The waters have lifted up, O Lord, 

the waters have lifted up their voice;  

the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. 

Mightier than the sound of many waters, 

mightier than the breakers of the sea,  

mightier is the Lord who dwells on high. 

Your testimonies are very sure,  

and holiness adorns your house, O Lord, 

for ever and for evermore. 
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We are seated for the second reading. 

The Second Reading | Revelation 1:4b-8 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 

seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a 

kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him; 

and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 

So it is to be. Amen. 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to 

come, the Almighty. 

After the reading, the Reader will say 

  The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand and sing. 

Gospel Song | Be Thou My Vision 
Words: Mary Elizabeth Byrne: Music: SLANE/Irish Ballad. 9:30 am only 

 

 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Gospel | John 18:33-37 

Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the 

King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you 

about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests 

have handed you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is 

not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting 

to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from 

here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. 

For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone 

who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 

After the Gospel the Celebrant says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Homily 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor, 

 he was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 

 and his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 life-giving breath of the Church. 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers of the People 

Leader  The waters have lifted up, O Lord, the waters have lifted up their voice; the 

waters have lifted up their pounding waves. Let us pray for the Church, the 

world, and all who carry heavy burdens. 

  Brief silence 

 For all people of faith; for bishops, priests, and deacons; and for all ministers 

here at Grace during this time of transition; let us pray.  

All  Christ, have mercy. 
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Leader  For this nation and our leaders; for all nations and peoples; and for all entrusted 

with authority; let us pray.  

All  Christ have mercy. 

Leader  For this living planet and all created life; for the watersheds, rivers, and seas; for 

the atmosphere and all who suffer the impact of extreme weather; let us pray.  

All  Christ have mercy. 

Leader  For those who call Grace Church their spiritual home; for this island and region; 

and for all who are fed by our Gifts of Dirt garden; let us pray.  

All  Christ have mercy. 

Leader  For all who are sick, suffering, anxious, or depressed; for all whose lives are 

damaged by addiction; for all who are alone; and for all who have no one to pray 

for them; let us pray. 

All  Christ have mercy. 

Leader  For all who have died; and for all who mourn; let us pray. 

All  Christ have mercy. 

The Peace 
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace. We remain socially distanced as we greet one another.  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
After the peace, we are seated.   

The Offering 

Celebrant Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,  

  an offering and sacrifice to God. 
Those participating in person may place their offering in the basket near the sanctuary entrance at any time before, during, 
or after the liturgy. Those participating online may make an offering at the following link: 
https://www.gracehere.org/give/ 
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Offertory Song | Legacy  
Words and music: Terry Garthwaite; 9:30 only 

The Great Thanksgiving 
This Eucharistic Prayer is Form 3 in Enriching Our Worship, a collection of supplementary liturgical materials authorized 
for use by the Episcopal Church. 

We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands. 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

All   And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

All   We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All   It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through 

Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. 

You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the 

womb; you brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. 
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Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing. All you create is a sign of hope for our journey, 

And so, as the morning stars sing your praises, we join the heavenly beings and all creation as 

we shout with joy: 

 

          Music: Franz Schubert; adapt. Richard Proulx 

The Celebrant continues 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all; your Word has never been silent; you called a 

people to yourself, as a light to the nations; you delivered them from bondage and led them 

to a land of promise. Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to 

proclaim the coming of your holy reign and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through 

Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from sin, brought us into your life, reconciled 

us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, 

broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: 

“Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for 

all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and 

ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth 

has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 
 

Dying, you destroyed our death. 

Rising, you restored our life. 

Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 

The Celebrant continues 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us 

the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a 

people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and 

in the fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we 

worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 
 

Celebrant and People 

Blessed are you now and for ever. Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion. Please know that at Grace Church, all are invited to receive the 
Eucharist. The sacrament is God’s free gift. Please tell your server if you prefer to receive a wafer that is free from gluten, 
soy, or dairy.  
 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Communion Song | Knocking on Heaven’s Door/Seek Ye First 
By Bob Dylan; Seek Ye First: Text from Matthew 6:33; Music: Karen Lafferty. 

Our Prayer after Communion 

We stand and say together 

God of abundance, 

you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with 

Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and 

on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 

redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our 

Savior. Amen. 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
After we share milestones, please join us in singing, “God Grant Them Many Years.”  

 

The Blessing  
May Christ, who draws the nations to himself, teach us to love our enemies. 

May Christ, who enters the water of baptism, lead us to die to all but love. 

May Christ, who gives new wine for the world, turn our bitterness into joy. 

And the blessing of the Holy Trinity be upon you, now and always. Amen. 

~ Steven Shakespeare, Prayers for an Inclusive Church, 2008 

Closing Song | Soon and Very Soon 

Words and music: Andraé Crouch. 
Chorus: 

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King,   

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King, 

Soon and very soon we are goin’ to see the King, 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

we are goin’ to see the King! 

No more cryin’ there we are goin’ to see the King, 

No more cryin’ there we are goin’ to see the King, 

No more cryin’ there we are going to see the King, 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

we are goin’ to see the King! 

No more dyin’ there we are goin’ to see the King, 

No more dyin’ there we are goin’ to see the King, 

No more dyin’ there we are goin’ to see the King, 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

we are goin’ to see the King! 

(repeat Chorus) 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah 

The Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

All  Thanks be to God.  

[Music used by permission. One License #A-706845. 
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News from Grace Church, Bainbridge Island 

November 21, 2021 
 

Upcoming Events & Programs  

November 23, 30 | Book Group – Why Suffering? by Ian Markham |7:00 pm on Zoom 
Final session for a book-study on Zoom, 7:00 – 8:30 pm; facilitated by Stephen Crippen. Book available at 

Grace, $10. A Christian perspective on suffering from within our Anglican/Episcopal tradition, offering ideas that 

can be helpful and intriguing for people no matter their own theological background. Contact Stephen 

Crippen (stephen@gracehere.org).  

November 24 | Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study | 10:30 am | Zoom only 
Please find links to the Zoom login and worship bulletin on our website: gracehere.org/join-us-for-onlineworship-

at-grace/ 

November 27 | Giving Thanks for the Life of Steve Hill |2:00 pm  
We invite you to join the Hill family in a celebration of Steve’s life on Saturday, November 27 at 2:00 pm. 

Nov. 28 | Help Us Choose a New Name for our Tribes Ministry | 11:00 am  
If you’re interested in contributing your voice to the process of adopting a new name for our Tribes Ministry, 

please join us on Sunday, Nov. 28 after the 9:30 service, from 11:00 am – 12:30/1:00 pm. We will move through a 

collaborative decision-making process together, having chosen our new name by the end of the meeting. 

Snacks and coffee will be provided. Contact Tribe Ministers Jeff Bassette (jeff.bassette@gmail.com or Greg 

Abell (grega@somtg.com)with any questions. 

Nov. 28 | Wreath Making | after the 9:30 service  
Supplies will be provided for making your Advent wreath. Please bring greenery and garden shears. Contact 

Kerstin Cathcart for more information (kerstin@gracehere.org). 

December 1 | Jesus Dawning on Us | 7:00 pm on Zoom 
The final session in a three-part series with Pastor Steve Garnaas-Holmes. Contact Kim Cockroft to sign up 

(kim@gracehere.org). 

December 2, 16 | Draw Near - Women’s Conversation Circles |12:00 – 1:30 pm  
At Grace, in person. Meditation, Conversation, Community. December 2: we will be exploring the autumn 

season with The Circle of Life, Rupp & Wiederkehr. Join us for contemplation and discussion; all are welcome. 

Contact Cindy Vandersluis (office@gracehere.org). 

December 3 | Open Mic for Caregivers |4:00 pm on Zoom 
Robin Gaphni, Director of Programs for Island Volunteer Caregivers (IVC) will be our guest. Please contact 

Florrie Munat for the Zoom link and more information: fmunat@aol.com. 

December 4 | Men’s Group Christmas Party |6:30 – 8:30 pm |at the home of Wayne Herbert and 

Sandy Otto 
Men of Grace – you are invited to a Christmas party! A festive main dish of pork loin will be provided along with 

your supporting dishes. Sign up by Wed., Dec. 1. Contact Eric Matthews (eric@ericematthews.com). 

December 8 | Town Meeting on Faith and Climate |6:30 pm 
Join us in person or on Zoom for a gathering in which Grace member John Kydd reflects on his mission to 

COP26 in Glasgow, and we talk with our Earth and Spirit friends about ways to focus on climate justice in our 

practice of faith.  

Grace Episcopal Church | 8595 NE Day Road | Bainbridge Island, WA | gracehere.org | office@gracehere.org 

mailto:jeff.bassette@gmail.com
mailto:grega@somtg.com)with
mailto:kerstin@gracehere.org
mailto:kim@gracehere.org
mailto:fmunat@aol.com
mailto:eric@ericematthews.com

