
Grace Episcopal Church                                       

Third Sunday in Lent  

March 20, 2022 | 8:00 & 9:30am 

Ministers | All of Us 

         Presider & Homilist| Nels Flesher 

       Music Director | Jordan Pitre 

             Home Group | South End BI 

 
 Fig Tree, by Ronda Broatch 

                                                      

A Fig-Tree in America 

They hang full jewel, clusters of ripe figs 

on the soft vine, and stir like pregnant women, 

bothered by a breeze toward new discomforts: 

in a keen ache of fulness slowly stir. 

August, month of Midas, touches gold 

the green branch burgled by the birds and worms 

where they hang, in serious attitudes, like bombs 

in the heaving cockpit of my fierce remembrance: 

my father, moving slowly through the ruins, 

like Vergil in his baggy overalls, 

to aim his spade as though it were a spear, 

and kick, from a cold slum, the slags of Troy. 

And here I stand, amid the brick and business, 

over the ultimate exile of his grave, 

to marvel at my mortal foreigner, 

who struck a flag that still can fly so green. 

~ Felix N. Stefanile, from Poetry 

January 1962 

 

 



Gathering Song | Christ Be with Me 
Words: Att. Patrick; trans. Cecil Frances Alexander; Music: St. Patrick’s Breastplate, Irish traditional. 

 

Call to Worship 

Celebrant O God, I will bless you as long as I live, 

All   and lift up my hands in your name. 

Celebrant For you have been my helper, 

All   and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 

Celebrant My soul clings to you; 

All   your right hand holds me fast. 
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Opening Song | O Blessed Spring 
Words: Susan Palo Cherwien; Music: Berglund, Robert Buckley Farlee. 9:30 only 

 
 

The Collect 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, you are holy and mysterious. Your love is eternal and your way a mystery. Give us 

ears to hear you and hearts willing to follow, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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We are seated for the reading. 

The First Reading | Exodus 3:1-15 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock 

beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet 

it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why 

the bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him 

out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! 

Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He 

said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on 

account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them 

from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with 

milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 

and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians 

oppress them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 

He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have 

brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” 

But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your ancestors has 

sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I 

am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'I am has sent me to you.'” God 

also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God 

of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you': 

This is my name forever, 

and this my title for all generations.” 

After the reading, the Reader will say 

 Word of God, Word of life. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand for the Psalm. 

Psalm | Psalm 63:1-8 

O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you;  

my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, 

as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 

Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,  

that I might behold your power and your glory. 

For your loving-kindness is better than life itself;  

my lips shall give you praise. 

So will I bless you as long as I live  

and lift up my hands in your Name. 

My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness,  

and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, 

When I remember you upon my bed,  

and meditate on you in the night watches. 

For you have been my helper,  

and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 

My soul clings to you;  

your right hand holds me fast. 

We are seated for the second reading. 

The Second Reading | I Corinthians 10:1-13 

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, 

and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and 

all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the 

spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased 

with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness. Now these things occurred as 

examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of 

them did; as it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play." We 

must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a 

single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by 

serpents. And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. These 

things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on 

whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not 

fall. No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not 

let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that 

you may be able to endure it. 

After the reading, the Reader will say 

  Word of God, Word of life. 

All  Thanks be to God. 



We stand and sing. 

Gospel Acclamation | Glory to You 
Music: Richard Proulx. 

 

 Cantor      Jesus said, “Turn around! For the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

  Repeat musical refrain 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

All  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Holy Gospel | Luke 13:1-9 

At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 

had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, "Do you think that because these Galileans 

suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you 

repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam 

fell on them--do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 

No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did." 

Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for 

fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For three years I have come 

looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the 

soil?' He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it 

bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.'" 

After the Gospel the Celebrant says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Homily 
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Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor, 

 he was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 

 and his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 life-giving breath of the Church. 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers of the People 

 
      Stefan Andre Waligur 
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Leader  O God our Helper, our Beacon, and our Guide: you are the Way. Bless all who 

do the work of ministry, and all who call upon your Name, especially Breesa, 

Livia, Robbie, and Eddie. Fill them with your life-giving Spirit. 
Silent prayer 

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 

Leader  O God our Sovereign, our Savior, and our Lord: you are the Cloud by day and 

the Fire by night. Enlighten and lead the nations and all in authority, delivering 

them from the bondage of cruelty, violence, and greed. 

Silent prayer  

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 

Leader  O God our Mother, our Midwife, and our Hope: you are the Mother Hen. 

Gather this good earth under your wings, that life will flourish again, and the 

waters, trees, and all creatures will sing together with joy. 

Silent prayer  

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 

Leader  O God our Stronghold, our Refuge, and our Strength: you are the Rock, and 

the Water that gushes forth in the desert. Nourish and encourage this 

community, that we may be strong in service to our neighbors in deepest need. 

Silent prayer  

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 

Leader  O God our Father, our Shield, and our Net: you are the Robe and Ring, adorning 

the prodigal with redemption, and his brother with the healing power of your 

love. Run quickly to the aid of all who suffer, all who are lost, all who are 

searching for you, and all who are lonely, sad, or afraid.  

Those on our parish prayer list are named. 

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 
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Leader  O God our Teacher, our Victim, and our Resurrection: you are the priceless 

Balm, broken open to anoint the world with holiness, health, and gladness. 

Receive our beloved dead in your merciful embrace, and console all who 

mourn. 

Silent prayer  

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 
The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence is kept. 

Celebrant You enter the desert to face the hardest truth; we live in self-deception. 

  Lord have mercy. 

All Lord have mercy. 

Celebrant You offer the bread that gives true life; we consume what leaves us craving  

for more. Christ have mercy. 

All Christ have mercy. 

Celebrant You refuse to worship empty power; we let greed rule our world. 

Lord have mercy. 

All Lord have mercy. 

 The Celebrant proclaims God’s forgiveness, saying 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace. We remain socially distanced as we greet one another.  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
After the peace, we are seated.   
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The Offering 

Celebrant Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,  

  an offering and sacrifice to God. 
Those participating in person may place their offering in the basket near the sanctuary entrance at any time before, during, 
or after the liturgy. Those participating online may make an offering at the following link: 
https://www.gracehere.org/give/ 

Offertory Song | Many Blessings 
Words and music: Scott Lawrence. 9:30 only 

Eucharistic Prayer 
This is Eucharistic Prayer VII in “Evangelical Lutheran Worship,” the 2006 ELCA Lutheran hymnal. The 
Episcopal Church enjoys full communion with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and we are 
using this prayer with the permission of our Bishop, Greg Rickel. 

We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands. 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

All   And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

All   We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord; who was tempted in 

every way as we are, yet did not sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and 

to live no longer for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again. Therefore 

we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 

heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we worship 

and adore. You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created 

fire for warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your image, 

and with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the  

Israelites and cherished them as your own. That also we, estranged and dying, might be 

adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new creation. We 

remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of 

the earth. We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 

all our sins and sorrows will be no more. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal your 

Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in your arms 

all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a living 

tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
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Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry of the 

needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, we 

feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, 

O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. AMEN. 
  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion. Please know that at Grace Church, all are invited to receive the 
Eucharist. The sacrament is God’s free gift. Please tell your server if you prefer to receive a wafer that is free from gluten, 
soy, or dairy.  
 

Celebrant  God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us. 

All  Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb. 

Invitation to Communion 
Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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Song at the Communion | Come to the Water of Life 
Words: Ray Makeever; Music: Water of Life, Ray Makeever.  9:30 only 

 

Prayer after Communion 

We stand and say together 

Lord of this feast beyond measure and price, 

We thank you for meeting us in our brokenness so that none might be lost: liberate us 

now to share bread with our neighbor, each receiving from the other what we need to 

be ourselves. Amen. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
After we share milestones, please join us in singing, “God Grant Them Many Years.”  

Prayer over the People 

Look mercifully on this your family, O God, that by your great goodness they may be held 

forever in your embrace; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Closing Song | Great is Thy Faithfulness 
Words: Thomas Obadiah Chisholm; Music: William M. Runyan. 9:30 only 
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The Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

Acknowledgements of Artists and Authors 

Call to Worship: verses from Psalm 63, edited by Stephen Crippen. 

Collect: Nels Flesher. 

Confession and Prayer after Communion: Steven Shakespeare, Prayers for an Inclusive Church. 

Prayers of the People: Stephen Crippen. 

Prayer over the People: from the Episcopal Church, The Book of Occasional Services, 2018, adapted for our use. 

Music: Used by permission. One License #A-706845. 
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News from Grace Church, Bainbridge Island 

March 20, 2022 
 

Upcoming Events & Programs  
March 20, 27; April 3 | What is baptism? (and other questions)|today after the 9:30 am liturgy 
Meet us in the sanctuary for 45 minutes of light snacks and exploration, led by Kim. We will delve deeply into 

what it means to be baptized. This week, we explore (and write our own) blessings. Children welcome! 

March 22, 29| Evenings in Lent|6:30 – 8:15 pm 
Soup, Discussion, and Compline. Childcare will be provided during our program, 7:00 – 8:15 pm. If you would 

like to bless our community gathering by bringing soup or bread or helping with set up or clean up, please 

email Edith Cobourn, Parish Life: edithann1963@att.net. For any other questions, email Kim: kim@gracehere.org. 

March 23 | Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study|10:30 am |Zoom only 
Please find links to the Zoom login and worship bulletin on our website; gracehere.org/join-us-for-onlineworship-

at-grace/ 

March 25 | Compassionate Caring|9:30 – 11:00 am on Zoom 
Are you experiencing a loss, a difficult family situation, or anxiety you can’t quite name? Grace’s 

Compassionate Caring Support Group is open to all. Every 2nd and 4th Friday. For more information, please 

contact Judy Williams (jbwms@comcast.net); for the Zoom link, contact Diane 

McGrew(dlmcgrew@gmail.com). 

March 27 | Outreach/Faith in Action |Chaplains on the Harbor - Service Sunday 
Our March 27 Service Sunday will focus on our Ministry Partner, Chaplains on the Harbor. We will be collecting 

two of their most needed items: Men’s and Women’s socks (preferably tube-type cotton socks), and Baby  

Wipes. There will be a bin under the eaves at the West Entrance for donations and a basket for collections in 

the Narthex on Sundays.                                        

April 1 | Open Mic for Caregivers|4:00 pm on Zoom 
Guest speaker will be Rosalys Peel, whose topic will be caregiving for a loved one at home. Please contact 

Florrie Munat for the Zoom link and more information: fmunat@aol.com.              

April 5, 19 | Women’s Conversation Circles|10:30 am – 12:00 pm 
Women’s Conversation Circles happen every 1st and 3rd Tuesday at Grace. Women of all ages, please join us 

for a time of friendship, story sharing, contemplation, and laughter. Our theme for spring is “Blessing.” Facilitators 

Kim Cockroft, Carole Heine, Julie Shryock, and others will journey alongside you. Contact Kim Cockroft, Director 

of Faith Formation: kim@gracehere.org. 

April 7, 21 | Mom’s Morning Retreat | 9:30 – 11:00 am 
At Grace, on 1st and 3rd Thursdays. Mom’s Morning Retreat is for moms of all backgrounds and all-age children, 

and is an outreach for the local community. We are currently seeking childcare providers. Please contact 

Jenny Lange if you are interested in working or volunteering: langejj@msn.com, or 206 779-9521. Please visit our 

website at https://momsmorningretreat.com. 
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