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Like Jesus to the Crows 
 

that gathered there along his arms, 

upon the invitation of a slender limb. 

And not oblivious to human violence 

perhaps needed rest or needed to offer 

the succor of presence, despite the 

stiff collar of their feathers, despite 

each one being no less the children 

of a father who claimed an upper realm. 

 

It is not true they pecked his eyes. Nor 

did they consider his wounds 

their own. They were neither irreverent 

nor quiet. They spoke in the tongues 

they knew. They cawed full voiced 

and would have released him from his 

bindings had their beaks held the power 

and had there been time in that place. 

 

Like them, I have sought to comfort and 

so be comforted. Like them 

I have seen the failure of miracles when 

they were most needed. Like Him, I 

have called upon those so unlike myself 

when my father failed to answer. 

~ Vievee Francis from Forest Primeval, 2016  
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Opening Song | All Glory Laud and Honor 

Words: Theodulph of Orleans, tr. John Mason Neale | Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchoir Teschner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Collect 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Lord of the swaying palms, the stones of earth and beasts of burden bear witness to your coming: lead 

us from the violence of empire and the collusion of crowds to a heart of flesh, a world re-made, and a 

song for all creation; through Jesus Christ, the Crucified God. Amen. 
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We are seated for the reading. 

The First Reading | Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The Lord God has given me 

the tongue of a teacher, 

that I may know how to sustain 

the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens— 

wakens my ear 

to listen as those who are taught. 

The Lord God has opened my ear, 

and I was not rebellious, 

I did not turn backward. 

I gave my back to those who struck me, 

and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 

from insult and spitting. 

The Lord God helps me; 

therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 

and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? 

Let them confront me. 

It is the Lord God who helps me; 

who will declare me guilty? 

After the reading, the Reader will say 

 Word of God, Word of life. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand for the Psalm. 

Psalm | 31:9-16 

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble;  

my eye is consumed with sorrow, 

and also my throat and my belly. 

For my life is wasted with grief, 

and my years with sighing;  

my strength fails me because of affliction, 

and my bones are consumed. 

I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 

a dismay to those of my acquaintance;  

when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind;  

I am as useless as a broken pot. 

For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; 

fear is all around;  

they put their heads together against me; 

they plot to take my life. 

But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord.  

I have said, "You are my God. 

My times are in your hand;  

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 

and from those who persecute me. 

Make your face to shine upon your servant,  

and in your loving-kindness save me." 
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We are seated for the second reading. 

The Second Reading | Philippians 2:5-11 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God 

as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, 

being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

he humbled himself 

and became obedient to the point of death— 

even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name 

that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

After the reading, the Reader will say 

 Word of God, Word of life. 

All Thanks be to God. 
 

We stand and sing. 

Gospel Acclamation | Hosanna by Ann Strickland 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Palm Sunday                                                                   Page 7                                                                    April 10, 2022 | 8:00am 

Gospeller The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Brief silence 

 

The Passion according to Luke | Luke 23:1-49 

 

Silence is kept at the conclusion of the Passion reading. 

 

Homily 

 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor, 

 he was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 

 and his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 life-giving breath of the Church. 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.  
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The Prayers of the People 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                           Words from Psalm 80:3 | Music: Diane McGrew 

Leader  We pray for all who follow Jesus, even to the cross. 
Silent prayer 

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 

Leader  We pray for all in authority, who hold innocent life in their hands. 

Silent prayer 

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 

Leader  We pray for this community, watching with the women at Golgotha. 

Silent prayer 

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 

Leader  We pray for all who are sick or suffering, shaded and nourished by the Tree of Life. 

Silent prayer; those on our prayer list are named 

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 
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Leader  We pray for all have died, gathered with joy by the Risen One. 

Silent prayer 

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence is kept. 

Celebrant You faced the crowd who shouted for blood; we dared not object.  

Lord, have mercy. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 

Celebrant You stood before the ruler who washed his hands of you; we accepted his decision. 

Christ, have mercy.  

All  Christ, have mercy. 

Celebrant You were mocked by the faithful who feared for their power; we denied we ever knew 

you.  

Lord, have mercy. 

All  Lord, have mercy. 

The Celebrant proclaims God’s forgiveness, saying 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

The Peace 
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace. We remain socially distanced as we greet one another.  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 

 

After the peace, we are seated.   

The Offering 

Celebrant Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
Those participating in person may place their offering in the basket near the sanctuary entrance at any time before, during, 
or after the liturgy. Those participating online may make an offering at the following link: 
https://www.gracehere.org/give/ 

https://www.gracehere.org/give/
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Eucharistic Prayer 
Eucharistic Prayer VII, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands. 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

All   And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

All   We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the 

cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the 

source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices 

with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim 

the glory of your Name: 

 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we worship and adore. 

You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire for warmth and 

light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your image, and with mercy higher than the 

mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the  

Israelites and cherished them as your own. That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live 

in your Spirit, you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
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Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new creation. We remember his 

life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of the earth. We await his 

coming, when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no 

more. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal your Holy Spirit, 

whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in your arms all who share this holy 

food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the 

world. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry of the needy, and 

fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, we feast forever in the 

triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy 

Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. AMEN. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion. Please know that at Grace Church, all are invited to receive the 

Eucharist. The sacrament is God’s free gift. Please tell your server if you prefer to receive a wafer that is free from gluten, 

soy, or dairy.  

Celebrant  God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us. 

All  Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb. 
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Invitation to Communion 
Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

We stand and say together 

Lord, we thank you that in your passion you pray for our forgiveness, and invite us to be with you 

where hunger is no more and death has no dominion: may the broken bread of life fracture our 

stony hearts for the sake of a renewed world. Amen. 

Prayer over the People 

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 

willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who lives 

and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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