
Grace Episcopal Church                                       

Fifth Sunday in Lent  

April 3, 2022 | 8:00 & 9:30am 

Ministers | All of Us 

         Interim Rector| Stephen Crippen 

       Music Director | Jordan Pitre 

           Home Group | Agates 
 

Jars, by Ronda Broatch                            

 

Neutral Choice 
(a poem inspired by Mary of Bethany  

when she anointed Jesus with spikenard) 

 

If only there were a neutral zone, 

A space between your will and mine, 

Where I could give and you receive, 

Or you refuse and I retrieve 

And we could both get up and leave 

And no one think I’d crossed a line. 

If only there were a neutral gift 

That made no claim of worth or cost, 

That no one would contrast, compare 

Or look upon with hostile stare, 

That would not leave my heart so bare 

Or speak of what will soon be lost.  

If only there were a neutral time 

When to act or not are both the same, 

When history books will never judge 

And neither you nor I nor they will grudge 

The response I make to this holy nudge 

That softly speaks my name.  

But a neutral day, there will never be. 

And a neutral hour, I will never see.  

So I give this flower, that it may be 

A memorial, between you and me.  
 

~ Christine Woolgar, 2021 

 found at https://faith.workthegreymatter.com 



Gathering Song | Jesus Remember Me 
From Luke 23:42; Music: Taizé Community; Jacques Berthier.  

 

Call to Worship 

Celebrant The Lord has done great things for us,  

All   and we are glad indeed. 

Celebrant Those who sowed with tears 

All   will reap with songs of joy. 

Celebrant Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 

All   will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
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Opening Song | Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Words and music: Robert Robinson. 9:30 only 
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The Collect 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

Extravagant God, lavishing your love on our poverty of heart: inspire us to give without stint, 

to lose life that we may find it again, so the world will be filled with the fragrance of your 

love; through Jesus Christ, who offers himself for us. Amen. 
 

We are seated for the reading. 

The First Reading | Isaiah 43:16-21 
Thus says the Lord, 

who makes a way in the sea, 

a path in the mighty waters, 

who brings out chariot and horse, 

army and warrior; 

they lie down, they cannot rise, 

they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

Do not remember the former things, 

or consider the things of old. 

I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

and rivers in the desert. 

The wild animals will honor me, 

the jackals and the ostriches; 

for I give water in the wilderness, 

rivers in the desert, 

to give drink to my chosen people, 

the people whom I formed for myself 

so that they might declare my praise. 

After the reading, the Reader will say 

 Word of God, Word of life. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand for the Psalm. 

Psalm | Psalm 126 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,  

then were we like those who dream. 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter,  

and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

Then they said among the nations,  

"The Lord has done great things for them." 

The Lord has done great things for us,  

and we are glad indeed. 

Restore our fortunes, O Lord,  

like the watercourses of the Negev. 

Those who sowed with tears  

will reap with songs of joy. 

Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,  

will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

We are seated for the second reading. 

The Second Reading | Philippians 3:4b-14 

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, 

a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the 

law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 

blameless. 

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I 

regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 

sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 

Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one 

that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know 

Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 

death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my 

own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my 

own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I 

press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

After the reading, the Reader will say 

  Word of God, Word of life. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand and sing. 

Gospel Acclamation | Glory to You 
Music: Richard Proulx.

 

 Cantor      God will make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. 

  Repeat refrain 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Holy Gospel | John 12:1-8 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from 

the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the 

table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and 

wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas 

Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, "Why was this perfume 

not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?" (He said this not because he 

cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal 

what was put into it.) Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the 

day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me." 

After the Gospel the Celebrant says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Homily 
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Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor, 

 he was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 

 and his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 life-giving breath of the Church. 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers of the People 

Diane McGrew 
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Leader  O God our Helper, our Beacon, and our Guide: you are the Way. Bless all who 

do the work of ministry, and all who call upon your Name, especially Breesa, 

Livia, Robbie, and Eddie. Fill them with your life-giving Spirit. 
Silent prayer 

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 

Leader  O God our Sovereign, our Savior, and our Lord: you are the Cloud by day and 

the Fire by night. Enlighten and lead the nations and all in authority, delivering 

them from the bondage of cruelty, violence, and greed. 

Silent prayer  

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 

Leader  O God our Mother, our Midwife, and our Hope: you are the Mother Hen. 

Gather this good earth under your wings, that life will flourish again, and the 

waters, trees, and all creatures will sing together with joy. 

Silent prayer  

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 

Leader  O God our Stronghold, our Refuge, and our Strength: you are the Rock, and 

the Water that gushes forth in the desert. Nourish and encourage this 

community, that we may be strong in service to our neighbors in deepest need. 

Silent prayer  

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 

Leader  O God our Father, our Shield, and our Net: you are the Robe and Ring, adorning 

the prodigal with redemption, and his brother with the healing power of your 

love. Run quickly to the aid of all who suffer, all who are lost, all who are 

searching for you, and all who are lonely, sad, or afraid.  

Those on our parish prayer list are named. 

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 
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Leader  O God our Teacher, our Victim, and our Resurrection: you are the priceless 

Balm, broken open to anoint the world with holiness, health, and gladness. 

Receive our beloved dead in your merciful embrace, and console all who 

mourn. 

Silent prayer  

Leader   Hear us, O God, 

All  for your mercy is great. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 
The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence is kept. 

Celebrant You enter the desert to face the hardest truth; we live in self-deception. 

  Lord have mercy. 

All Lord have mercy. 

Celebrant You offer the bread that gives true life; we consume what leaves us craving  

for more. Christ have mercy. 

All Christ have mercy. 

Celebrant You refuse to worship empty power; we let greed rule our world. 

Lord have mercy. 

All Lord have mercy. 

 The Celebrant proclaims God’s forgiveness, saying 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace 
We conclude these prayers with the sharing of God’s peace. We remain socially distanced as we greet one another.  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
After the peace, we are seated.   
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The Offering 

Celebrant Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,  

  an offering and sacrifice to God. 
Those participating in person may place their offering in the basket near the sanctuary entrance at any time before, during, 
or after the liturgy. Those participating online may make an offering at the following link: 
https://www.gracehere.org/give/ 

Offertory Song | Holy Woman, Graceful Giver 
Words: Susan Palo Cherwien; Music: Alabaster, Anne Krentz Organ. 9:30 only 

 

Fifth Sunday in Lent  Page 10 April 3, 2022 

https://www.gracehere.org/give/


 

Eucharistic Prayer 
Eucharistic Prayer VII, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

We stand as the table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands. 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

All   And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

All   We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. You bid your faithful people cleanse their hearts, 

and prepare with joy for the Paschal feast; that, fervent in prayer and in works of mercy, and 

renewed by your Word and Sacraments, they may come to the fullness of grace which you 

have prepared for those who love you. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 

Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 

proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

                                                                                              

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we worship 

and adore. You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created 

fire for warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water. You molded us in your image, 

and with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the  

Israelites and cherished them as your own. That also we, estranged and dying, might be 

adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new creation. We 

remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, which renews the face of 

the earth. We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom, 

all our sins and sorrows will be no more. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal your 

Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold in your arms 

all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a living 

tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the cry of the 

needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to you in love, we 

feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, 

O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. AMEN. 
  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 



 

The Breaking of the Bread 
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion. Please know that at Grace Church, all are invited to receive the 
Eucharist. The sacrament is God’s free gift. Please tell your server if you prefer to receive a wafer that is free from gluten, 
soy, or dairy.  
 

Celebrant  God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us. 

All  Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb. 

Invitation to Communion 
Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Song at the Communion | Beautiful Things 
Words and music: Lisa Gungor/Michael Gungor.  9:30 only 

 

All this pain 

I wonder if I'll ever find my way 

I wonder if my life could really change, at all 

All this earth 

Could all that is lost ever be found? 

Could a garden come out from this ground, at all? 

Refrain: 

You make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of the dust 

You make beautiful things 

You make beautiful things out of us 

All around, 

Hope is springing up from this old ground 

Out of chaos life is being found, in you 

You make me new, 

You are making me new 

You make me new, 

You are making me new 
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Prayer after Communion 

We stand and say together 

Lord of this feast beyond measure and price, 

We thank you for meeting us in our brokenness so that none might be lost: liberate us 

now to share bread with our neighbor, each receiving from the other what we need to 

be ourselves. Amen. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
After we share milestones, please join us in singing, “God Grant Them Many Years.”  

Prayer over the People 

Look with compassion, O Lord, upon this your people; that, rightly observing this holy 

season, they may learn to know you more fully, and to serve you with a more perfect will; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Closing Song | I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 
African American Spiritual. 9:30 only 



 

The Dismissal 
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

Acknowledgements of Artists and Authors 

Call to Worship: verses from Psalm 126. 

Collect, Confession, and Prayer after Communion: Steven Shakespeare, Prayers for an Inclusive Church, lightly 

adapted for our use. 

Prayers of the People: Stephen Crippen. 

Prayer over the People for the Fifth Sunday in Lent: from the Episcopal Church, The Book of Occasional Services, 
2018 

Music: Used by permission. One License #A-706845. 

 

About the Poem 
This short reflection was written on February 21, 2021, by Christine Woolgar, the author of the poem on today’s bulletin 
cover, describing her work. 
 

Neutral Choice 

(a poem inspired by Mary of Bethany when she anointed Jesus with spikenard) 

For Lent and Easter 2021, I’m writing a series of poems, each exploring the theme of agency through the lens of 

stories from Jesus’s passion. This first one is inspired by Mary of Bethany when she poured a pint of spikenard over 

Jesus’s head. 

Actually, the gospel accounts vary.  

John 12:1-11 says the woman was Mary, and that she poured the perfume over Jesus’s feet. Mark 14:3-9 doesn’t name 

the woman and says she poured it over his head. Matthew 26:6-13 is similar to Mark’s account, but timed after the 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem instead of before.  

However, they all agree that it was a woman, in Bethany, shortly before Jesus’s crucifixion. They also agree that other 

people present objected to her actions (John names Judas Iscariot) and that Jesus defended her. 

Gifts are a complicated interaction of agency between the giver and receiver. At their best, they speak uniquely about 

both parties and their relationship, changing and enriching both, in a way that’s not possible on one’s own.  

But gifts can also be given selfishly, in attempts to coerce the recipient, or more for the sake of gesture and self-

promotion.  

Mary’s example is a particularly tricky one because she gives such a great gift – worth a whole year’s wages. It’s so easy 

for grand gestures to be fake – what was it that made hers genuine?  

It’s also interesting to consider how Judas used his agency. He picked upon poor people as some “other” group, not 

present, without voice, in pursuit of his own agenda. A phenomenon that is all too common today.  

What struck me most as I wrote this poem is that how we use our agency is rarely, if ever, neutral. Hence the title. 
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News from Grace Church, Bainbridge Island 

April 3, 2022 
 

Upcoming Events & Programs  
April 3 | What is Baptism? (and other questions) | today after the 9:30 am liturgy 
Meet us in the sanctuary for 45 minutes of light snacks and exploration, led by Stephen and Kim. We will delve 

deeply into what it means to be baptized. This week, we will explore Baptism as a path toward belonging. 

April 3 | “Walk and Talk”|after the 9:30 service 
If you feel new to Grace, please join us on first and third Sundays after the 9:30 service to walk our trails. Gracies 

will answer any questions and welcome you as we walk. Please meet by the front doors after the service.    

April 5, 19 | Women’s Conversation Circles|10:30 am – 12:00 pm 
Women’s Conversation Circles happen every 1st and 3rd Tuesday at Grace. Women of all ages, please join us 

for a time of friendship, story sharing, contemplation, and laughter. Our theme for spring is “Blessing”. Contact 

Kim Cockroft, Director of Faith Formation: kim@gracehere.org.    

April 6 | No Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study on Zoom this week|10:30 am  
Resumes April 13. Please find links to the Zoom login and worship bulletin on our website; gracehere.org/join-us-

for-onlineworship-at-grace/ 

April 8, 22 | Compassionate Caring|9:30 – 11:00 am on Zoom 
Are you experiencing a loss, a difficult family situation, or anxiety you can’t quite name? Grace’s 

Compassionate Caring Support Group is open to all. Every 2nd and 4th Friday. For more information, please 

contact Judy Williams (jbwms@comcast.net); for the Zoom link, contact Diane 

McGrew(dlmcgrew@gmail.com). 

April 26 | Earth & Spirit Movie Night; Youth v. Gov.|7:00 – 9:00 pm at Grace 
Earth & Spirit invites you to a viewing and discussion of the powerful film provided to us by Interfaith Power and 

Light: Youth v. Gov. – “a climate change superhero movie.” “Armed with a wealth of evidence, twenty-one 

courageous, young leaders file a ground-breaking lawsuit against the U.S. government, asserting it has willfully 

acted over six decades to create the climate crisis, thus endangering their constitutional rights to life, liberty, 

and property.” To watch the movie trailer: https://vimeo.com/687266805. The movie is 1 hour and 50 minutes so 

we’ll begin with pizza, and then immediately get into the movie, and conclude by offering reflections. For more 

information, contact Marcy Lagerloef: mlagerloef@seanet.com. Please RSVP so we will have pizza for all! 

May 6 | Open Mic for Caregivers|4:00 pm on Zoom 
Please contact Florrie Munat for the Zoom link and more information: fmunat@aol.com.     

 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER AT GRACE CHURCH 

Palm Sunday, April 10, 8:00am (in person) and 9:30am (in person and zoom) 

Holy Eucharist with Palm Procession  

Maundy Thursday, April 14, 6:30pm (in person and zoom) 

All-Ages Dinner, Footwashing, & Holy Eucharist 

Good Friday, April 15, Noon (in person) and 7:00pm (in person and zoom) 

 Gathered around the Cross, we pray for the whole world 

Easter Day, April 17, 8:00am (in person) and 10:00am (in person and zoom) 

Holy Eucharist, Baptisms (10:00), and a Festive Coffee Hour & Easter Egg Hunt 
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