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Welcome 

Welcome to Grace Church, and happy Easter! Thank you for blessing us with your presence. 

If you are here for the first time, or for the first time in a long time, we hope that you will 

feel at home here. This is an open and affirming community, grounded in the four values of 

inclusion, service, discovery, and gratitude. All are invited to receive Communion at God’s 

Table, and all are warmly welcome to a festive coffee hour after the 10:00 liturgy. 

 

Children at Grace Church 
Children are not just the church’s future — they are among the faithful in the here and now, 

and they are essential to our community life. All children, regardless of age, are welcome to 

receive Communion. Please encourage your children today to say and do everything that 

helps them feel welcome, particularly gathering close with us when we baptize four of our 

children. 

 

 
spring song 

 

the green of Jesus 

is breaking the ground 

and the sweet 

smell of delicious Jesus 

is opening the house and 

the dance of Jesus music 

has hold of the air and 

the world is turning 

in the body of Jesus and 

the future is possible 
 

                                                                             ~ Lucille Clifton, Collected Poems of Lucille Clifton 
 BOA Editions, Ltd. 1987 
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Happiness 

There’s just no accounting for happiness, 

or the way it turns up like a prodigal 

who comes back to the dust at your feet 

having squandered a fortune far away. 

And how can you not forgive? 

You make a feast in honor of what 

was lost, and take from its place the finest 

garment, which you saved for an occasion 

you could not imagine, and you weep night and day 

to know that you were not abandoned, 

that happiness saved its most extreme form 

for you alone. 

No, happiness is the uncle you never 

knew about, who flies a single-engine plane 

onto the grassy landing strip, hitchhikes 

into town, and inquires at every door 

until he finds you asleep midafternoon 

as you so often are during the unmerciful 

hours of your despair. 

It comes to the monk in his cell. 

It comes to the woman sweeping the street 

with a birch broom, to the child 

whose mother has passed out from drink. 

It comes to the lover, to the dog chewing 

a sock, to the pusher, to the basketmaker, 

and to the clerk stacking cans of carrots 

in the night. 

                     It even comes to the boulder 

in the perpetual shade of pine barrens, 

to rain falling on the open sea, 

to the wineglass, weary of holding wine. 

~ Jane Kenyon, Otherwise: New and Selected Poems 
    Graywolf Press, 2005 
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Gathering Song | ¡Aleluya! Cristo resucitó! 
Text: Luis Bojos, tr. Martin A. Seltz; Music: Santo Domingo, Luis Bojos.  
The Music Circle will sing the first stanza in Spanish, and we then sing together stanzas 1 & 2. 

 

Call to Worship 

Celebrant Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

All   The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia! 

Celebrant Christ is risen from the dead, trampling death by death, 

All   and upon those in death, bestowing life, alleluia! 

Celebrant This is the Lord’s doing, 

All   and it is marvelous in our eyes, alleluia! 
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Opening Song | Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
Text: Latin carol, 14th century, tr. J. Walsh; Music: Easter hymn, J. Walsh.  

 

The Collect 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, who reveals to us the glory of Christ’s resurrection: Stir up in your people that Spirit 

of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, 

may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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We are seated for the readings. 

The First Reading | Isaiah 65:17-25 
I am about to create new heavens 

and a new earth; 

the former things shall not be remembered 

or come to mind. 

But be glad and rejoice forever 

in what I am creating; 

for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 

and its people as a delight. 

I will rejoice in Jerusalem, 

and delight in my people; 

no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 

or the cry of distress. 

No more shall there be in it 

an infant that lives but a few days, 

or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 

for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 

and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 

They shall build houses and inhabit them; 

they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 

They shall not build and another inhabit; 

they shall not plant and another eat; 

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 

and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 

They shall not labor in vain, 

or bear children for calamity; 

for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord-- 

and their descendants as well. 

Before they call I will answer, 

while they are yet speaking I will hear. 

The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 

the lion shall eat straw like the ox; 

but the serpent-- its food shall be dust! 

They shall not hurt or destroy 

on all my holy mountain, says the Lord. 

After the reading, the Reader will say 

 Word of God, Word of life. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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Song | Now the Green Blade Rises 
Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum; Music: Noel Nouvelet. 

 

The Second Reading | Acts 10:34-43 
Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You 

know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. 

That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 

good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all 

that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God 

raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen 

by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 

dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name." 
After the reading, the Reader will say 

  Word of God, Word of life. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand and sing. 

Gospel Acclamation | Halle Halle Hallelujah 
Caribbean Traditional. 

 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

All  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Holy Gospel | Luke 24:1-12 

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with Jesus from Galilee 

came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from 

the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about 

this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and 

bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among 

the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 

that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 

again." Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the 

eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the 

other women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle 

tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, 

he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 

After the Gospel the Celebrant says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Homily 
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Liturgy of Holy Baptism 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 

The Candidates for Baptism, their Parents, Godparents, and the Senior Warden come forward. 

The Celebrant says 

The candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 

All who are sponsoring the Candidates say 

We present Breesa Joy Paar and Livia Grace Paar to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

We present Robert Elan Nakhuda and Edward Gabriel Nakhuda to receive the  

Sacrament of Baptism.  

The Celebrant asks the Candidates 

Do you desire to be baptized?  

Candidate  I do. 
The Celebrant asks those sponsoring the Candidates 

Will you by your prayers and witness help Breesa, Livia, Robert and Edward to grow into the 

full stature of Christ? 

We will, with God's help. 

The Celebrant asks the Candidates the following questions 

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?  

Answer  I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of 

God? 

Answer  I renounce them. 

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 

Answer  I renounce them. 

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

Answer  I do. 
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Do you put your whole trust in Christ’s grace and love? 

Answer  I do. 

Do you promise to follow and obey Christ as your Lord? 

Answer  I do. 
The Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support Breesa, Livia, Robert and 

Edward in their new life in Christ? 

All  We will. 

Celebrant  Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our 

own baptismal covenant.  

The Baptismal Covenant 

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

All I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

All I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

The holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
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Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of 

bread, and in the prayers? 

All I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and 

return to the Lord? 

All I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

All I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

All I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity 

of every human being? 

All I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant Let us now pray for Breesa, Livia, Robert, and Edward, who are to receive the 

Sacrament of new birth.   

Prayers for the Candidates 

Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

All Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader  Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 

All Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

 

Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

All Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church. 
All Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

All Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love. 

All Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
All Lord, hear our prayer. 

Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son 

may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in 

glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 

As we sing, we proceed together to the baptismal font. 

Procession to the Font | As I Went Down to the River to Pray  
African American Spiritual. 10:00 am only 
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Thanksgiving over the Water 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
All And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the 

beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt 

into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed  

by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, 

from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.  

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. 

By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in 

joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, 

baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

At the following words, the Priest lowers the Paschal Candle into the water 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here 

are cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ 

our Savior. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Baptism by Water 
The Celebrant and Minister baptize the candidates, saying  

I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Following the Baptism, the Candidates are clothed in albs, the garments worn by all the baptized when serving the 

assembly. 

 

The newly baptized are given candles and the Celebrant says 

May the light of Christ burn in your heart, enlighten your mind, and guide you in your 

ministry. 
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We proceed back into the church. 

Song at the Sprinkling Rite | Baptized in Water 
Words: Michael Saward; Music: Bunessan, Gaelic tune.  

  

Prayer for the Gifts of the Spirit 

Let us pray.  

O God of life, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these 

your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain 

them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage 

to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in 

all your works. Amen.  
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Anointing with Oil 

The Celebrant anoints the newly baptized, saying 

You are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own forever. Amen. 

Then the Celebrant says 

Let us welcome the newly baptized, saying together: 

The Celebrant and People then say these words of welcome 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, 

proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 

The Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 
After the Peace, we are seated.   

Welcome and Announcements 

The Offering 

Celebrant Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,  

  an offering and sacrifice to God. 
Those participating in person may place their offering in the basket near the sanctuary entrance at any time before, during, 
or after the liturgy. Those participating online may make an offering at the following link: 
https://www.gracehere.org/give/ 
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Offertory Song | Rise 
Words and music: Eddie Vedder; additional lyrics, Scott Lawrence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 



Feast of the Resurrection – Easter Day                                         Page 3                                                          April 17, 2022 

The Great Thanksgiving 

We stand as the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands. 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  

All   And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

All   We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus 

Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the 

foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; you brought forth all 

creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. 

Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing. All you create is a sign of hope for our journey, And so, as the 

morning stars sing your praises, we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy: 

 

                                                                                                                                                 Argentine Traditional 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all; your Word has never been silent; you called a people to 

yourself, as a light to the nations; you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. 

Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign 

and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from 

sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to 

you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: “Drink this, all 

of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

17 
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And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, 

longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human 

hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 

 

Dying, you destroyed our death.  

Rising, you restored our life. 

Christ Jesus, come in glory. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us 

the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of 

hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time 

gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our 

God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 

 
Celebrant and People 

Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to Communion 
We are now invited to share the gifts of Communion. Please know that at Grace Church, all are invited to receive the 
Eucharist. The sacrament is God’s free gift. Please tell your server if you prefer to receive a wafer that is free from gluten, 
soy, or dairy. Note also that we are receiving valid Communion in the bread alone, due to pandemic protocol. When the 
minister brings the chalice near you, you may reverence it in any way you wish, and then return to your seat. 
 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Communion Song | Et in Terra Pax 
Traditional Latin; Music: Mary Lynn Lightfoot. Offered by John McKenzie, Keith Butler, and Jordan Pitre.  

Communion Song | Love in my Soul 
Words and music: Caroline Clucas; offered by Barbara Hume. 10:00 only  

Our Prayer after Communion 

We stand and say together 

God of abundance, 

you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with 

Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and 

on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your 

redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our 

Savior. Amen. 

The Blessing 
The blessing of the Creator who led the people through water from bondage into freedom; 

the blessing of Christ who leads us through water from death into resurrected life; 

and the blessing of the Holy Spirit, who brooded over the water in creation and flows among 

us now; be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Closing Song | Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen 
Text: Susan Palo Cherwien; Music: Praise, My Soul, John Goss.  
 

 

The Dismissal 
Celebrant Alleluia, alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of the risen Christ. 

All  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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