
 
 

Grace Episcopal Church 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 22, 2022 | 8:00 & 9:30 am 

Ministers | All of Us 

Interim Rector | Stephen Crippen 

Music Director | Jordan Pitre 

Home Group | Peninsulas

       
 
T 

Give Me a Sun Break, Elizabeth VanDuine

 

The River 

Something wanders among the mountains, 

Something ripples along forget-me-not fields, 

Something cries when birds go south, 

Something curves its golden sand-bar 

Like the handle of a purple sword. 

If I speak strangely 

Do not wonder: 

Something is looking for a castle 

Made of seaweed, shells and coral, 

Where the sea curls  

Under the sunrise. 
 
~ Hilda Conkling, Poetry, 1920  

 

Gathering Song | Come and Fill Our Hearts With Your Peace 
Words and music: Taizé Community, Jacques Berthier.  

 



Call to Worship 

Celebrant Alleluia, Christ is risen. 

All   The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia. 

Celebrant May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
All   may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 

Celebrant May God give us blessing, 

All   and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe, alleluia. 

Opening Song | Shall We Gather at the River 
Words: Robert Lowry; Music: Hanson Place, Robert Lowry. 9:30 only 

 

 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

All And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding: Pour 

into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain 

your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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We are seated for the reading. 

The First Reading | Acts 16:9-15 
During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, 

"Come over to Macedonia and help us." When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to 

cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to 

them. 

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 

and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. 

We remained in this city for some days. On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, 

where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had 

gathered there. A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was 

from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly 

to what was said by Paul. When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, "If you 

have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home." And she prevailed upon us. 

After the reading, the Reader will say 

 The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

We stand for the Psalm. 

Psalm | 67 
May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

   may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 

Let your way be known upon earth, 

   your saving health among all nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

   let all the peoples praise you. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

   for you judge the peoples with equity and guide  

   all the nations on earth.        

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

   let all the peoples praise you. 

The earth has brought forth its increase; 

   God, our own God, has blessed us. 

May God give us blessing, 

   and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 
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We are seated for the second reading. 

The Second Reading | Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
In the spirit the angel carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city 

Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city 

has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 

The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will 

never be shut by day-- and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory and the 

honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or 

falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne 

of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is 

the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the 

tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the 

throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his face, 

and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no light of 

lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

After the reading, the Reader will say 

  The Word of the Lord. 

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand and sing. 

Gospel Song | Come to the Water of Life 
Words: Ray Makeever; Music: Water of Life, Ray Makeever. We sing verses 1 &2 before the reading, and verse 4 after. 
9:30 only 

 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Holy Gospel | John 14:23-29 

Jesus said to Judas (not Iscariot), "Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love 

them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not love me does 

not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 

"I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. 

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your 

hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, `I am going away, and I am 

coming to you.' If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is 

greater than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may 

believe." 

After the Gospel the Celebrant says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Homily 

Affirmation of Faith 
We stand and say  
 

We believe in God above us, 

 maker and sustainer of all life, 

 of sun and moon, 

 of water and earth, 

 of all humanity. 

We believe in God beside us, 

 Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

 Born of a woman’s womb, servant of the poor, 

 he was tortured and nailed to a tree. 

 Knowing full passion and deep sorrow, he died forsaken. 

 He descended into the earth to the place of death. 

 On the third day he rose from the tomb. 

 He ascended into heaven to be everywhere present, 

 and his Kingdom will one day be known. 

We believe in God within us, 

 the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 

 life-giving breath of the Church. 

 She is the Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 

 source of resurrection and of life everlasting. Amen.  

Prayers of the People 
Words and music: Ana Hernández. We will sing again after the prayers. 
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Gathering 

Jesus said, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them.” In the Easter season, 

we celebrate the resurrection of Christ and renewal in our own lives and those of others. 

Silence 

Gratitude 

“May God give us blessing.” We give thanks for our gifts from which we serve the world. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

 Risen Christ, 

 hear our prayer. 
 

Earth 

“The river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flows from the throne of God.” We pray for the rebirth 

of our tender world. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Risen Christ, 

hear our prayer. 

World Oppression 

“Either side of the river is the tree of life and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.” 

We pray for all those whose lives are disrupted through war and persecution. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Risen Christ, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Requests 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” We pray for those in need, sorrow 

or any kind of adversity. 

We pause for prayers to be spoken quietly and in our hearts. 

Risen Christ, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Closing 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” Surround all of us with your love and grace as we walk 

through each day. 

Silence 
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The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All  And also with you. 
After the Peace, we are seated.   

The Offering 

Celebrant Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,  

  an offering and sacrifice to God. 

Those participating in person may place their offering in the basket near the sanctuary entrance at any time before,  
during, or after the liturgy. Those participating online may make an offering at the following link: 
https://www.gracehere.org/give/ 

Offertory Song | Let us Break Bread Together 
African American Spiritual. 9:30 only 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

We stand as the Table is set with the gifts of our hearts and hands. 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.  
All   And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

All   We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

All   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus 

Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the  

foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; you brought forth all 

creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing. All you 

create is a sign of hope for our journey, And so, as the morning stars sing your praises, we join the 

heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy: 

 

  Words and music: Peter Scholtes 

 



 

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all; your Word has never been silent; you called a people to 

yourself, as a light to the nations; you delivered them from bondage and led them to a land of promise. 

Of your grace, you gave Jesus to be human, to share our life, to proclaim the coming of your holy reign 

and give himself for us, a fragrant offering. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, you have freed us from 

sin, brought us into your life, reconciled us to you, and restored us to the glory you intend for us. 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks to 

you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: “Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.”After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his 

friends and said: “Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you 

and for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, 

longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human 

hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 

Dying, you destroyed our death.  

Rising, you restored our life. 

Christ Jesus, come in glory. 

The Celebrant continues 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us 

the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of 

hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time 

gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal home. 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our 

God and Creator in voices of unending praise. 

Celebrant and People 

Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil.         

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



 

 

The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation to Communion 
All are welcome to come forward into the circle to receive Communion. Please tell the bread minister if you prefer to 
receive a wafer that is free from gluten, soy, and dairy. When you receive the bread, you may drop your mask to consume it, 
and remain unmasked until you receive the wine. Please tell the chalice bearer if you prefer non-alcoholic wine. If you prefer 
not to receive wine at all, cross your arms in front of your chest, and when the minister brings the chalice near you, they 
will simply say the words, “The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation,” and you may then return to your seat. Finally, if you 
prefer to receive a blessing instead of Communion, cross your arms over your chest and the bread minister will ask God’s 
blessing on you. 

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

All  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Celebrant  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Communion Song | In the Presence of the Lord 
Words and music: Eric Clapton. 9:30 only

I have finally found a way to live like I could 

never find before 

And I know that I don’t have much to give 

But I can open Heaven’s door 

Everyone can know the secret 

Everyone can find the shore 

I have finally found a way to live  

in the presence of the Lord. 

 

I have finally found a place to live like I could 

never find before 

And I know that I don’t have much to give 

But soon I’ll open Heaven’s door 

Everyone can know the secret 

Everyone can find the shore 

I have finally found a way to live  

in the presence of the Lord. 

Our Prayer after Communion 

We stand and say together 

God of abundance, 

you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with Christ and 

one another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send 

us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 

continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
After we share milestones, please join us in singing, “God Grant Them Many Years.”  
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The Blessing 
The blessing of the Creator who led the people through water from bondage into freedom; 

the blessing of Christ who leads us through water from death into resurrected life; 

and the blessing of the Holy Spirit, who brooded over the water in creation and flows among us now;  

be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

 

Closing Song | It is Well With My Soul 
Words: Horatio G. Spafford; Music: Villa du Havre, Philip P. Bliss. 9:30 only 

The Dismissal 
Celebrant Alleluia, alleluia, let us go forth in the name of the risen Christ. 

All  Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia. 
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