
Vestry Stewardship Commitment: 

Acknowledging that everything we have are 

gifts from a loving God, we each commit in 

faith to express that love tangibly by making 

Grace Church a top priority through our 

generous �nancial gifts and volunteer 

e�orts. We make this commitment in faith, 

and hope every member of Grace Church 

will join us.  

2023 Stewardship Campaign Q&A

Are the words “stewardship” and “fundrais-

ing” interchangeable? Stewardship is 

much more than fundraising. It is a 

personal recognition that everything that 

we have—our time, our talents, and our 

treasures—are gifts from a loving God 

who delights in us and wants us to share 

those blessings in love with others in 

Bainbridge Island, Kitsap County, 

Washington State, and around the world. 

At Grace Church, stewardship begins by 

giving back to God through a generous 

annual pledge of �nancial and volunteer 

support to ensure our important ministry 

programs prosper, and it is lived out every 

day of the year as that pledge is ful�lled.
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How much should I pledge? 

The amount of your annual pledge is 

entirely personal. 

The vestry has committed to making 

Grace Church a “top priority” in our lives 

through generous �nancial and volunteer 

gifts. 

After prayerful consideration of what it 

means to be a faithful steward, some 

pledge an amount that is a percentage of 

annual income; some look at their 

personal �nancial circumstances and 

determine where Grace Church �ts into 

their budget; and some give based on 

increases in Grace’s expenses. 

The decision is entirely yours. Pledges 

can be revisited throughout the year and 

adjusted up or down as needed. 
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Who should I contact 
if I have questions? 

Vestry members and campaign co-chairs 

Tootie Kuhn (cgkuhn407@gmail.com) 

and Tom Ringo (ringo4747@gmail.com); 

or Grace Treasurer Terry Jones at 

terry.jones@cbterry.com  

Another helpful resource is 

Stephen Crippen’s July 31, 2022 sermon 

on stewardship, viewable at: 

https://tinyurl.com/July31Sermon.

What does it cost to operate our 
faith community? 

We project the annual cost of our 2023 

programming, sta�, and physical plant 

operations will be approximately 

$700,000, or $60,000 per month. 

We have just hired a new full-time director 

for children, youth and families and we are 

looking forward to having a new rector in 

2023.

In 2022, pledges by 169 individuals or 

families provided approximately $43,000 

per month, resulting in a shortfall that 

was met in part by a one-time Federal 

Employee Retention Credit, a special 

year-end fundraising e�ort, and the 

drawdown of invested reserves. 

As we look forward to the leadership of a 

new rector in early 2023 and continue to 

fund our ministries with a new sta� 

member for children and families–all of 

this in a time of in�ation–we are asking all 

households to prayerfully discern 

increasing their pledges to support a 

substantially larger budget in the new year. 

How will my pledge make a 
difference?  

Financial and volunteer support enable 

us to o�er inspiring spiritual worship and 

formation on Sundays as well as through-

out the week; exciting new ministry 

activities for children, youth, and families; 

life-changing pastoral care ministries that 

provide support in times of profound 

need; thought-provoking faith formation 

programs for all ages, and many other 

life-giving services. 

Our comprehensive programming, highly 

quali�ed professional sta�, and beautiful 

building and grounds would not be 

possible without your generous 

stewardship.
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